Treaty #3 Chiefs Assembly

RESOLUTION #CA-11-01

Resolution Concerning: HYDRO RESOURCE REVENUE SHARING STRATEGY

Whereas Grand Council Treaty #3 is the traditional government of the Anishinaabe Nation in Treaty #3 with communities situated in Northwestern Ontario and Manitoba, with many water and land related claims related to the fulfillment of Treaty #3;

Whereas the Anishinaabe Nation in Treaty #3 assert that they have an inherent and treaty right to participate in the decision-making about the water management and in particular, be accommodated regarding the water levels because these levels directly impact headlands, wild rice, fisheries, trapping, and access to their lands;

Whereas the administration of Treaty #3 communities have become more and more difficult because of the expense of home heating and electricity despite there being large hydro-electric generating dams within Treaty #3 territory;

Whereas on May 27, 2011 Abitibi’s dams in Treaty #3 were sold despite no meaningful consultation and adequate compensation to the Anishinaabe Nation in Treaty #3, or any Crown government orders to protect, accommodate or compensate Treaty #3 First Nations;

Whereas the impacts to our wild rice, fishing, and trapping is of significant importance to the Anishinaabe Nation in Treaty #3 and it is a crucial period in our history to stand up and protect our rights, claims and interests to govern, manage and ensure the sustainability of the traditional practice of ricing within all Treaty #3 communities, especially within the Lake of the Woods and Rainy Lake watersheds; and

Whereas the Ontario Power Authority had no right to intervene on behalf of the Abitibi mills while knowing of our rights, claims and interests, and should not have allowed the Abitibi dam sale given our rights as treaty rights holders, rate-payers, and plaintiffs against Abitibi.

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Chiefs in Assembly demand that the Minister of Energy direct the Ontario Power Authority to ensure that there are proper consultation and accommodation with the Grand Council Treaty #3 regarding the sale of the Abitibi dams in Treaty #3 territory.

Therefore Be It Resolved that the Grand Council Treaty #3 develop a draft terms of reference and policy on accessing and accounting for the utilization of the Bell FOTS fund.

Be It Further Resolved that the Chiefs in Assembly direct the Ogichidaakwe to develop for presentation and approval by the Grand Council Treaty 3 Chiefs a legal, political, and lobby strategy on behalf of the Grand Council Treaty #3 to leverage our rights and claims in a manner that encourages negotiations with the Crown and the past and present owners of the Abitibi dams in Treaty #3 territory to develop a Resource Revenue Sharing agreement that meaningfully accommodates the rights and claims within Treaty #3. 

Finally Therefore Be It Further Resolved that the Chiefs in Assembly authorize an application by the Grand Council Treaty #3 to access Bell FOTS fund for the purpose herein outlined, if required.

Decided by consensus on June 2, 2011, at Ochiichagwe’babigo’ining First Nation

Certified a true copy

_________________________

Ogichidaakwe Diane M. Kelly   

Moved by : Chief Warren White, Naotkamegwanning First Nation

Seconded by:  Chief Lorraine Cobiness, Ochiichagwe’babigo’ining First Nation

