Rainbow Flsh
BY Marcus Pfister
read Alouwd: Mttps://www.goumbe.com/watch?\/szKV—MPT\/A

Color pages 1 and 2

Overview:
Rainbow Fish will wot shave his sparkling silver scales, so the other fish do not want to be around Ratnbow Fish.
When Rainbow Fish decides to shave his scales, he becomes truly happy.

Moral:
(t Ls better to give thaw to receive.

Truth/Memory Verse:
ACtS 20:35
“It Ls wmore blessed to glve thaw to vecelve.” ESV, NIRV

Hawnd Motions:
It is better to glve (move hands away from self) thaw to get (move hands towards self).

SOV\.@:
“This s My Commandment”
Mttps://www.gWtub@.com/watcl/\?\/zMAMOIYP‘QLM

Bible Stories to Read Together:
Mark 12:1-12 — Parable of the Tenants and John 2:16 (Jesus giving his only Sown, the “beloved son” of Mark 12:6)
See page 4 for a finish-the-pleture activity.

Mark 12:41-45 - The Widow’s Offering (the size of the gift is not important as long as the gift comes from the
heart)

John 12:1-20 - Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet
Using a bucket of soapy water on the floor, a stool, and a towel, wash each other’s feet. Talk about how nice it is to
serve (give to) others.

Gospel Connection:
Jesus gave everything (Philipplans 2:€) to the point of death on a cross. We have nothing to give. Bven our good

works are filthy rags (1satah e4:e). we are saved by grace alone.

Cmfcs:



- Using the back of an old or blank CB, make a rainbow fish using jewels, foil, markers, googly eyes, ete. For
smaller kids, put dots of glue on the fish and have kids put pleces of brightly-colored torn paper/shreds on top of the
glue.

- Cut a slit/triangle out of the side of a paper plate to serve as the fish’'s mouth. Glue on a googly eye and decorate
the plate.

- Use clay or play dough to make the shape of a fish. Decorate with fish tank beads or jewels.

- Cut a fish out of & white sheet of paper or card stock. Place inside of a box. Bip four or five marbles tnto paint and
drop the marbles tnto the box. Tilt the box forward and back and side to side so that the marbles will make a fun
design on the fish.

- Cut a fish out of @ white sheet of paper or card stock. Put a marshmallow on the end of a pencil or toothpick. Dip the
marshmallow tnto paint and dot onto the fish.

Activities:

- Glve each child one dollar and have each child pick out something spectal for another stbling at the Dollar Stove.
there are more thaw two siblings, each sibling draws the name of another sibling and gives to that stbling.

- Practive random acts of Rindness. Leave quarters on the gumball machine at the store. Leave quarters on the
washers or dryers at a Laundry factlity.

- Bncowrage Rids to give (a note, a drawing, help with a chore, ete.) secretly to one person tn their family without
that person knowing. Or, send anonymous Rind notes to nelghbors’ matlboxes without the neighbors kRnowing.

- Send letters in the mail to family members or friends.

- Take a package of bottled water or Gatorade to the five station.

Whichever activity (s chosen, talk how it feels to give. Seepage = for a journaling prompt.

Sclence Connectlon: water

- Paint on lee cubes with watercolors or tempera paint.

- Mix water with baking soda. Freeze. Paint on the iee.

- Experbment: Which freezes faster...colol or hot water? (called the Mpeba Effect)

- Play “sink or Float?” Select items from arownd the house and predict whether they will sink or float. Test each
item tn o glass (see through) vase of water. See page 5 for a chart and page & for a graph.

- For small Rids who ave working on fine motor skills, have them transfer water from a bowl to awn ice cube tray (or
small bowls) using a spoon. If You use Lee cube trays, add a strawberry or other plece of fruit to each sectlon of water,
freeze, and enjoy later.

- For small kids who arve working ow letter or number vecognition, write each Letter or number on a mailie/water bottle
Lid. Float the lids in a bucket of water. Give child a large spoow (the kind with slits/holes) and have him or her
“fish” for each letter or number.

- For handwriting practice, write Letters/words with chalk on chalkboard and have kids paint over the Letters/words
with water.




The Glvine Tree

BY Shel Silverstein

rReao Alouwd: Mttps://www.goutube.com/watcl/\?v=1TZCP@OQ\RLE
Color page 7

This book can be used as an alternate to or L additlon to Ratnbow Fish. Moval, truth, verse, ete. ave the sane.



OR SALE

A Tale of a Pedlar, Some Noukes

cops for Sale

BY Esphgrstobodmwa
read Aloud: l/lttps://www.goutube.com/watah?\/=letSCKOID{fM
Color page €

Overview:

The peddler is not selling any caps today, so he decides to take a nap under a tree. While he is napping, the
monkeys in the tree take the pedoler's caps and will not give them back. The monkeys nitate whatever actions the
mawn does. (n anger, the man throws his own cap on the ground, and the monkeys do the same with their caps.

Discuss the definition of “lmitate” and play a game of Stmon Says or another stmple bmitation game.

Hawnol Motions:

Do the signs for “God” (there ave several ways to sign “God” - do an Internet search), “Chvist” (touch the middle
finger of the right hand to the left palm and vepeat on the other hand), and “love” (cross arms at chest) as You say)
the MEMOYY) Verse.

Truth/Memory Verse:

Ephesians 5:1-2

“Be mitators of God and walk in love as Christ Loved us...”
For younger kids - “Be mitators of Goo. walk in Love.”

we should imitate Jesus, God the Son, in spiritual growth, in voutine fatthfuliness, and tn commitment to God's
PI/LYPOS@.

Do we imitate the world or Christ?

Song: Sung to the tune of “The Farmer and the Dell”
Be lmitators of God.

Be Lmitators of Gool

walk in love as Christ Loved us.

Be limitators of God.

-OR-

“We Love Because God Flrst Loveod Us” 1 Joln 4:19



we Love (clap clap) because God first loved us.

we love (clap clap) because God first Loveo us.

we Love (clap clap), we Love (clap clap), we Love (clap clap)
Because God flrst (clap) Loved (clap) us (clap clap).

Blble Stories to Read Together:

Luke 2:41-52 - The Boy Jesus tn the Temple

Christ took o the role of student in the Temple as he listened to and asked questions of the teachers. As Christ did,
so should we Learn and tnerense in wisdom of the Seriptures. Spiritual growth requirves an active lnterest tn the
wWord of God. Even as a Young boy, Jesus had a clear consciousness of His loentity and mission.

The book of Ruth is an example of walking in Llove, as Ruth served Naoml and as Boaz helped Ruth. Be mitators of
this love.

John 2:13-25 — Jesus’ Flrst Cleansing of the Tewple
The vest of Ephesians 5:2 says that Christ’s giving of Himself was a fragrant offering to God. Talk about the
sacrifices of the Old Testament. The burning flesh of animals probably did not smell very good, but it was a
fragrant offering to God. n the same way, the actions of a believer might “smell” tervible to the world but are a
fragrant offering to God. Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple did not appear to be loving to those who did not follow Him,
but to those who did, they could see Jesus’ fierce Love for His Father and for holiness and for the purity of worship.
lmitate Jesus’ Love for His Father, for holiness, and for worship that is pure. Even if it does not appear right to the
world, it is a fragrant offering to the Lovd. Add to the picture of the altar ow color page 12 to show a fragrant
offering to God. Do we imitate the world or Christ?

John 19:26 - Love each other deeply, as Jesus Lloved His mother and His beloved disciple. tmitate this Love.
As you vead, draw a picture of what this scene might have looked Like.

Luike 19:41 ~ Jesus Weeps Over the City of Jerusalem

Talk about what it means when somebody) weeps. Weeps s usually more sorrowful than just crying. Think of a

time that you have wept and share that with the kids. (n this verse, Jesus s weeplng over the clty where God’s Holy

Temple resides, the clty of the Jews who are lost in the superficlality of thelr hearts. Jesus’ Love for His people and for
erusalem caused Him to weep. mitate this Love.

cmfcs:

- Usling a strip of paper, have kids decorate a “What Dl Jesus Do” bracelet to help them rementber to vecall Blble
storles of what Jesus did so they can bitate Christ tn every situation.

- Color or paint the caps on page 9 and stack and glue them on the man's head on page 10.

- Talk about patterns (for younger Rids) and have them color and stack a pattern of hats on page 11.

- Look onling for a picture of what it might have Looked Lilke when Jesus cleanseol the temple. waitate this plece of art
ow BDIAY OWW Pﬂ’P@Y.

Sclence Connection: the human heart (mitating Christ’s Love)

- Measure and vecord how the heart vate changes with exercise. For kids who can multiply, talkk about counting beats
for tew seconds and multiplying by six to find the beats per minute. Use page 12 to record.

- For younger Rids, teach them to Locate their pulse on thely neck, wrist, and/or chest. Use page 14 to make an X
where they ave able to feel thelr pulse.

- Imitate the heavt — wake a model of the heart. Talk about imitating Christ’s Love.

- Draw/free-hand a human heart on black paper using a pencil. Kids bmitate/trace the pencil lines using white
crayon. Talk about bmitating Christ’s love.



The Berensiain Bears
s B - n.

The Berenstain Bears Learn about Strangers

BY Stan and jan Berenstain

readaloud: l/lttps://www.goutube.com/watcl/l?\/=5a11h2:2055A
Color Page 15

Overview:

Brother and Sister Bear leavn about strangers. They also learn that outward appearances may be deceiving. Sister
Bear sees an apple that s beautiful from the outsioe but is spoiled on the inside. She also sees an apple that does not
Looke good from the outside, but its insides are deliclous. The truth about a person is tn his or hear heart, wot his or her
outward appearance.

Hawnd Motions:
Use the signs for God/Lord and heart as you say the memory verse.

Tmth/MemorH Verse:

1 samuel 16:7

“Maw Looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord Looks on the heart.” (ESV)

“People Look at the outside of o person. But the Lovd Looks at what is n the heart.” (NIRV)
For younger children - “But the Lord Llooks at what s in the heart.”

Bible Stories to Read Together:

1 Samuel 16

The precursor to this story ls found tn the previous chapter — chapter 15, God's people have asked for a king because

they have refused to follow the one true King. The first king is Saul, and the Lord rejects Saul because of Saul’s

disregard for the word of the Lord (1 Samuel 15:26), and the Lord regrets that He has made Saul king over Isyael (1

Samuel 15:35). So, the Lorol tells the prophet Samuel to go to Bethlehem to the sons of Jesse because He will appolnt

a new Ring from that family, which is the family from which Jesus will come! Samuel Looks at one of the sons of
Jesse and Ls sure that this must be the next king. But the Lord tells Samuel that man looks at outward appearance,

but the Lord Looks at what Ls in the heart. samuel anoints David, the youngest of Jesse’s sons, as the next king.

Juoges 16:4-22 - Samson ano Delilah
Delilah was wmost Likely a very beautiful woman. sSamson shows that he Loves Delilah move than he Lloves God by
telling Delilah the secret of his strength. Delilah’s outward appearance tempted Samson to disobey Sod by
marrying a Philistine, and her heart was so greedy that she sold Samson for money.

Activities:

Close to the beginning of the book, there is a page that tells what activities Brother and Sister Bear each Like to do.
Some of the activities are shared by both cubs and some are unigue to each cub. Use this page to make a venn
diagram of Brother's and Sister’s likes. See activity page 16.



Tench the Rids the meaning of the saying “fox tn sheep’s clothing” (appearance is gentle from the outside but sneaky
and meawn from the inside). Use color page 17. For Younger children learning letters/sounds, pull the “x” out of fox
and do activities related to that Letter.
- Punch four holes in the shape of a square tnto a swmall (4"x4") plece of posterboard. Using a piece of string,
show the kids how to cross stiteh an X.

- Using the game Perfection, remove the X plece. Have kids complete the puzzle and tell You which piece is
missing. Search the room for the missing piece (hide-ano-go-seek for the X).

- Create a fox out of hearts.

- Use R-TLps or cut-up straws to make Xs.

Sclence Comnection: soctal priming tn psychology (for older kids)

Adfter Sister Bear learns about strangers, she sees the world arownd her very differently. There are several pages
dedicated to this polnt in the book. This is called soctal priming — exposure to a particular thought or lolen causes a
person to focus on that particular thought/idea/thing in the worlol avownd him or her. Because Sister learns about
the dangers of strangers, she sees everybody arownd her as a dangerous stranger.

See pages 1€ anol 19. Fold each page in half. Have child read the words on the Left side of the page over and over for
20-60 secondls. Thew tuvn the paper over ano have him or her fill in the blanks to make a word. Because he or she
has been exposed to words related to night and darkness, he or she is more Likely to fill tn the blanks to form the
word “dark.” Ow the next page, the most common word s “book” since the words on the Left side of the page are related
to schoolwork.

This demonstration can also be odone with colors. Have student stave at the color on page 20 for 20-60 seconds. Have
him or her thew Look around the room and call out colors that he or she sees. The child will Likely see more blue tn the
roomt thaw other colors.

Younger children could Learn basic facts about apples ~ they are a frult, they grow on trees, they come tn many
colors, tmg have seeds Lnstde (cut an apple open to expose the seeds, dip one side of the apple in paint, and stawmp onto

poper).

Learn this rhyme about an apple tree:

way up high in the apple tree, (wave arms high)

Two Little apples smiled at me. (holol up two flngers, polnt to Your smile)

[ shoolke that tree as havd as | could, (shake with arms)

Dowin camme the apples. (pretend to bite aw apple) Yumm (rub beLLg), they were good!



Make a coffee filter apple. Draw with washable markers on a coffee filter. Spray with water so that colors run
together. Letdry. Glue inside of a cutout of an apple.

cmcge LLttLe
BY Steven Kellogg
rReaod Aloud: l/\ttps://www.5outube.aom/watah?v=YtzévANEwoM

This book can be used as an alternate to or Ln addition to Learn about Stranoers. Moval, truth, verse, etc. ave the
same (the fox Ls dressed tn police clothes and pretends to help the birds).
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Cinderella

BY James Mavrshall
read Aloud: Mttps://www.goumbe.com/watch?\/= UglzdiPvsgg
Color Page 21

Overview: This is the “classic” story of Cinderella. Cinderella’s enemies ave her stepmother and two stepsisters.

Truth/Memorg Verse:
Matthew 5:44
“Love Your enemies. Pray for those who hurt you.”

Hawno Motions:
Love (cross arms over chest), Pray (touch palms together)

This Ls a neat video that presents a memorable bmage of loving your enemdies:
https://video.seareh.yahoo.com/search/videorfr=mceafeegp=love+your+enemies +pray +{ortthose+who+hurt+yo
utsong#id =25vid =c23055029c0d070c£f4290185e09040555nction=view

Bible Stories to Read Together:

Reaol about the mocking of Jesus as He hung on the cross - Matthew 27:41-44, 49; Luke 23:35-39. Next, read 1
Peter 2:23, which states, “Whewn he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he dio not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.” Also, vead 1satah 53:7, which states, “He was oppressed
and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is
silent before its shearers, So He did not open His mouth.” Also, 1 Peter 3:9 states, “Do not vepa Y evil with evil or tnsult
with tnsult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.”

Talk about the attributes of God - holy, perfect, righteous, just, ete. Talk about what the thief said about Jesus on the
eross (Luke 23:41). Talk about what sin is and that just one sin (s enough to separate You from a holy and perfect
God. God cannot be wheve there Ls sin. Talk about Jesus on the cross, when He took on the sin of the world, and crieo
out, asking why God had turmed away from Him (Matthew 27:4¢). God turned away from His beloved, precious,
treasured Son because His Son was bearing the sin of His people. To demonstrate this, put vegetable or canola oil a
few inches high tn a clear bottle or vase. This represents the holiness and purity and perfection of God. Add an
equal amount of water on top of the oil. Talk about that water being pure/clear, as wman was prior to the first sin in
the qarden. Add a few drops of food coloring (or paint) to the water to become sin. Shake, mix, or stir the oil-water
mixture and note how the water and oil do not mix - they stay separate. This can remind us that God and sin can
never mix anol remind us of our desperate need for o Savior. Use this bottle or vase as a centerplece.

Record results on page 23.

Acts F:54-60 - The Stoning of Stephen
Example of having compassion, pity, and love for the enemy.



Color page 22.

Actlvities:

Pick up a few large stones or make large “stones” from wadded paper. Talk about what stoning was Like. Whrite
“forgive” on one of the stones and display as a centerpiece on the table or tn front of the door where You most
commonly enter and exit the house as a reminder of loving one’s enemies.



The Little House

BY Virginia Lee Burton
https://www.goutube.com/watch?\/=LRHDMXGHSJW

Overview:

A Little house Ls butlt, smw{g and strong, out in the country. This Little house Loves watching the dags and seasons
pass as the flelds, trees, and meadows are all avownd. She sometimes wonders what Life would be Like in the city, but
she's very content.

Over time, the area around the little house s built up. Apartments are bullt all around. Roads come and then trolleys
and subway trains. The little house is neglected and sadl.

Andl then, one day, the great-great-grandoaughter of the house's original builders comes along. When she realizes
that this is the same Little house that has long been tn her family, she has the house moved out tnto the country where
it fits beautifully and is much happler.

FiLl out page 24 after reading,.

Talk about older howmes often being bullt out of very sturdy, strong wood and thelr builders taking lots of time and
care in thelr building. The Little house was bullt in this way. This is the portion of the book that will be pulled out
and paralleled to Bible.

Tm’cM/Memorg Verse:
Matthew #:24
“The wise man bullt his house upow the rock.”

Bible Story to Read Together:

Matthew 7#:24-27 - Bulild Your House upon the Rocke

Song):

nttps://www. Youtube.com/wateh?y =EBusBDRpZPM

Activity:

Get two shallow plastic containers, such as food stornge containers. Using play dough or clay/putty, put two balls
several tnches apart on the bottom of only one of the plastic containers. Using wooden sticks or pipe cleaners,
construct a stmple frame of a house. Cover the bottom of the container with small rocks so that the play dough is
covered. Inthe second container, fill the bottom with sand and construct a similar house using wooden sticks or pipe
cleaners. As you rend the story, fill each container with water, belng sure that the house built on the sand falls
down. The play dough or clay/putty in the rock container should help the house stay steady so that the point can be
tlustrated.

Talk about how to bulld Your house wpon the rock. write words or phrases (such as Jesus, vead the Bible, pray, ete.)
inside of the H-house on page 25.




