What will happen at the Vatican when Trump meets Pope Francis?

Swiss Guards march after the swearing-in ceremony for 40 new recruits at the Vatican May 6. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Vatican City 

Papal visits with heads of state are carefully arranged bits of political and religious theater. They follow a specific and routine schedule, with little room for deviation or unwanted surprises.

While the royalty, president or prime minister making the trip to the Vatican may fret the details, sending teams months in advance to plan out each moment, the city-state's objectives are clear: protect the pope's image and influence, and then fade into the background to let the pope handle the meeting as he wants.

As Ken Hackett, the most recent U.S. ambassador to the Holy See, said in a recent interview: "From the Vatican's point of view, it's pretty normal fare for them to deal with heads of state. They've been doing it for centuries. They know exactly what they will do and can do."

When U.S. President Donald Trump arrives to meet Pope Francis on the morning of May 24, he will be escorted through a series of rooms in the apostolic palace meant to impress upon him the Vatican's historic power and majesty. As he walks, he will pass Swiss Guards in full regalia, standing at attention holding long pole weapons known as halberds.

One of the last rooms the president will enter before meeting the pope is the Sala Ambrogio, named for the third century saint and bishop, and distinctive for its decorate Renaissance-era triptych of Christ's death and resurrection and for containing a large rug decorated with the coat of arms of Pope Leo XIII.

Francis and Trump will meet first briefly in the antechamber of the papal library, where the pope hosts all his formal encounters with heads of state. The two will shake hands there, where a small pool of about five photographers and two print journalists may be able to hear their first words to each other.

Francis will then escort Trump into the library itself, where the two will sit at a large wooden desk across from each other. The journalists are allowed to remain present for the very beginning of the encounter, able to note the details: Is the pope leaning forward in his chair, engaged in the conversation? Are his hands folded, or is gesturing with them? Is he smiling?

After about 30 seconds, everyone but the president, the pope and a translator will be escorted out of the room. No one else will be present for the conversation to follow, meaning no one else can say what happened in the room.

Waiting in another small antechamber, the journalists will begin marking minutes in order to be able to note the exact time, down to the second, that the two leaders spend in private conversation.

A normal meeting is between 20-30 minutes. President Barack Obama, known to have worked well with Francis, spent more than 50 minutes with the pontiff in their March 2014 meeting. Former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper, not known to have enjoyed such a relationship, had less than 10 minutes in June 2015.

Once the private encounter is over, the journalists will be ushered back into the library to witness the formal exchange of gifts between Francis and Trump.

At that point, Trump's entourage — likely to include First Lady Melania, daughter Ivanka, and son-in-law/aide-de-camp Jared Kushner — will also be allowed in and presented one-by-one to greet the pope, each having a short moment with the pontiff to shake his hand and receive a rosary blessed by him.

The pope and president will then walk towards a small table together, where the gifts will be laid out for presentation. Francis normally gives heads of state copies of his three major writings: Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si', and Amoris Laetitia.
The pope also normally gives political leaders a medallion of some-sort, which is usually imbued with a specific message. In his March meeting with Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi, for example, Francis gave her a 7.5-inch-wide bronze medallion showing a desert turning to bloom in a depiction of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah's words: "The wilderness will become a fruitful field."

"The dry, thorny branch that blossoms and bears fruit symbolizes the passage from selfishness to sharing, from war to peace," the Vatican said in an explanation of that piece, interpreted as a message from the pope about Myanmar's continuing process of democratic reform following a half-century of military rule.

It's up to Trump and his administration to determine ahead of time what to give Francis. The pope normally appears to appreciate gifts that are simple, or creative.

Obama, for example, gave the pontiff seeds from the White House Garden, later planted at the historic papal retreat in Castel Gandolfo. Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi elicited a big smile from Francis in December 2015 when he presented a set of fishing hooks traditionally used by his people.

After the exchange of gifts — which will be another chance for journalists to note the pope's and president's demeanor towards each other as they briefly explain what they are giving — the meeting comes to an end. Francis will briefly greet each member of Trump's entourage again as they walk out of the library, leaving the president for last.

As Trump leaves Francis, he will be escorted again through the apostolic palace into a separate room for meetings with Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin and Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the secretary for relations with states.

Hackett said that is normally the meeting where the most serious business takes place.

"There's a difference between the meeting with the Holy Father and the meeting with Cardinal Parolin and Archbishop Gallagher," said the former ambassador, adding that he would advise Trump: "On the geopolitical side of things, keep it with Cardinal Parolin and Gallagher."

After witnessing Trump and Parolin greet each other, the journalists will be escorted out of the apostolic palace and will rush back across St. Peter's Square to the press office to brief their colleagues on what has happened, providing any juicy details of what they could hear the pope and president say.

All will then wait for the Vatican to put out an official statement summarizing the discussions between Trump, Francis, and Parolin. Normally, such statements are brief and bland; no more than a paragraph or two and nothing more specific than describing "cordial conversations" that addressed "various themes of common interest."

Many surely will also be carefully monitoring Trump's Twitter feed, watching for his version of events.

[Joshua J. McElwee is NCR Vatican correspondent. His email address is jmcelwee@ncronline.org. Follow him on Twitter: @joshjmac.]
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Trump Will Meet Pope Francis At Apostolic Palace During Vatican Visit
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All Things Considered 

Tom Gjelten 
Michel Martin 
The Apostolic Palace is the traditional residence of the Pope inside Vatican City, but Pope Francis chose not to live there. President Trump will meet with the Pope later this week.

MICHEL MARTIN, HOST: 

Now to the Vatican for our feature Words You'll Hear. That's where we try to understand some of the stories we'll be hearing more about in the coming days by parsing a word or phrase connected with the story.

Today, we'll talk about the Apostolic Palace. That refers to the pope's grand official residence in Vatican City. It's the location of a much anticipated meeting between Pope Francis and President Donald Trump on Wednesday. But the fact is that the pope doesn't even live there, and that offers a telling contrast with his visitor. NPR's Tom Gjelten is going to tell us why and why that might matter. He reports on religion and belief. Tom, thanks so much for joining us.

TOM GJELTEN, BYLINE: Of course, Michel.

MARTIN: So what more can you tell us about the Apostolic Palace? It really is a palace, right?

GJELTEN: Well, it's a series of buildings. This is the heart of Vatican City. It was built in the 1800s, took almost a hundred years to build, huge and ornate, a complex of buildings and chapels, the most famous of which is the Sistine Chapel, the ceiling fresco there of course was painted by Michelangelo. But it's actually full of famous frescoes painted by Renaissance painters. There are meeting rooms, Vatican offices and very fancy apartments where popes have traditionally lived, but not Pope Francis, as you say. He considered the Apostolic Palace way too fancy for him.

Remember how humble he is as a pope. He insisted on moving into a much more modest guesthouse, and that's in keeping with this style that he has as a humble person. And - but, yes, this is where he's going to be meeting with President Trump next Wednesday. Very few people would say that President Trump is himself a humble person.

MARTIN: Well, we'll talk a little bit more about that. We have two of the world's most recognizable leaders going into this meeting. What has been their history going up to this?

GJELTEN: It's been a difficult history, as you know, Michel. I mean, the pope as a leader of Christians feels very strongly about the Christian duty to welcome the stranger. He's been an outspoken advocate for immigrants and refugees, and with respect to Trump, who has not exactly been an outspoken advocate for immigrants and refugees, the pope has been very critical.

In February of 2016, the pope told reporters that, quote - referring obliquely to Donald Trump - "a person who only thinks about building walls wherever they may be and not building bridges is not a Christian." And, of course, Trump did not take well to that. He thought what the pope said was disgraceful, and then he came out with this somewhat bombastic warning to the Vatican about what it should see as being at stake in the 2016 election. Listen to this.

(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: If and when the Vatican is attacked by ISIS, which as everyone knows is ISIS's ultimate trophy, I can promise you that the pope would have only wished and prayed that Donald Trump would have been president because this would not have happened. ISIS would have been eradicated, unlike what is happening now with our all-talk-no-action politicians.

GJELTEN: So, Michel, as far as building walls versus building bridges are concerned, there is definitely some bridge building that needs to be done in this meeting.

MARTIN: So that was during the campaign.

GJELTEN: Right.

MARTIN: What about since then?

GJELTEN: They've actually not even spoken since Donald Trump took office. This is going to be their first conversation. But if anything, the pope's criticism has intensified in these months. He has repeated his implicit criticism of Trump's focus on the border wall. He, at one point, urged Catholics, quote, "to not raise walls but bridges" - going back to that obsession that he has with bridges.

And then he went on to say a Christian can never say I'll make you pay for that. That sounded to me like it was aimed squarely at Trump. He's also been highly critical of what he calls xenophobia and the nationalistic populist message that is reverberating in Europe as well as in the U.S. And, of course, that message is very much associated with Donald Trump.

MARTIN: Did the two have other disagreements apart from these issues?

GJELTEN: Yeah. I mean, the pope is very outspoken, again, in favor of action to alleviate climate change. He put out two years ago a very important environment encyclical in which he said that humans are responsible for global warming and need to take action. He also is, again, a very outspoken critic of the death penalty, and he says that governments need to help the poor. So there are a lot of ideological differences between these two people. But I would go back to say that the biggest difference is one of style, the humility of Pope Francis versus the - sort of the egotism and extravagance of Donald Trump.

MARTIN: Well, we've talked about where the two have clashed. Are there areas in which they have common ground?

GJELTEN: Well, Michel, President Trump has staked out a pretty strong anti-abortion position. That's going to resonate with Catholic leaders. But here's one interesting thing that they have in common. Pope Francis and President Trump both value personal relationships. Trump has always talked about how important in dealing with foreign leaders, how important it is to establish a good personal relationship very close to what Pope Francis says, so they may both really want to emphasize their development of a personal relationship.

MARTIN: That's NPR's Tom Gjelten. He reports on religion and belief. Tom, thanks so much.

GJELTEN: Anytime.

2017 NPR. 

http://www.npr.org/2017/05/21/529419505/trump-will-meet-pope-francis-at-apostolic-palace-during-vatican-visit
Can the Pope save Trump?


Pope Francis waves as he arrives for his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican on May 17. (Andrew Medichini/Associated Press) 

By E.J. Dionne Jr. Opinion writer May 21 at 7:49 PM 

If anyone ever needed a conversion experience — and fast — it is President Trump. The issue here is not switching religions. What he could use is an honest examination of his conscience, his attitude toward himself and others, and his approach to what it means to be a leader.

Even to suggest such a possibility seems absurd, more an inspiration for a “Saturday Night Live” sketch than a serious prospect. Moving an incorrigible narcissist toward self-criticism is as likely as changing the course of a river or the trajectory of the Earth’s rotation around the sun.

But some people believe in miracles. One of them is Pope Francis, with whom Trump will be meeting on Wednesday. Might this compassionate Jesuit who preaches a God of mercy and the power of humility abandon his diplomatic role to engage in a pastoral intervention with a man whose soul (like all of our souls) could use some saving?
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We’re unlikely to know if the pope even tries. Communiques on papal meetings with heads of state are usually opaque. At worst, the encounter may be blandly described as “a full and frank exchange.” The Vatican knows that a lot of American Catholics voted for Trump, and the Catholic Church hasn’t survived all these centuries by ignoring realpolitik.

Those of us who are critics of the president are hoping for something more: a stern talking-to from a religious leader who stands passionately on the opposite side of Trump on so many questions.

Pope will be 'sincere' with Trump at Vatican meeting

Pope Francis said he would be "sincere" with President Trump over their sharp differences on subjects such as immigration and climate change. (Reuters) 

Francis, after all, has explicitly condemned “trickle-down” economics as a system that “has never been confirmed by the facts” and “expresses a crude and naive trust in the goodness of those wielding economic power.” Capitalism, as he sees it, “tends to devour everything which stands in the way of increased profits.” He added that “whatever is fragile, like the environment, is defenseless before the interests of a deified market.” 

The pope wrote an encyclical stating emphatically that a “very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system,” that “things are now reaching a breaking point” and that greenhouse gases are “released mainly as a result of human activity.” To protect the planet, Francis called for “changes of lifestyle, production and consumption.”

The president and the pope have already tangled on immigration. During the 2016 campaign, the pope labeled Trump’s Mexican wall “not Christian,” comments Trump called “disgraceful.” The contrast between the two men on immigrants and refugees could not be starker. “We must make our immigrant brothers and sisters feel that they are citizens, that they are like us, children of God,” Francis has said, pleading for compassion toward “the stranger in our midst.” 

It’s hard to imagine Francis remaining silent on these questions when he talks with Trump. But the pope also believes in our capacity to transform ourselves and in an Almighty willing to forgive our sins. So he might well take on one of the toughest counseling jobs of his life by urging Trump to consider the value of thinking beyond the self. 

Was the pope preparing for this moment in a surprise talk he filmed for the TED2017 conference late last month? “Please, allow me to say it loud and clear,” he declared. “The more powerful you are, the more your actions will have an impact on people, the more responsible you are to act humbly. If you don’t, your power will ruin you, and you will ruin the other.

“There is a saying in Argentina,” Francis continued. “’Power is like drinking gin on an empty stomach.’ You feel dizzy, you get drunk, you lose your balance, and you will end up hurting yourself and those around you.” I hope Francis conveys something like that to our president. Trump could profit from it right now.

Trump enjoys mocking “losers,” so he might pay heed to Francis’s injunction that when the fortunate encounter those who are not, they should ask themselves, “Why them and not me?” Francis’s answer was different from the one Trump would likely give. “I could have very well ended up among today’s ‘discarded’ people,” the pope said.

Trump has recently been portrayed as being in a dark and sour mood, and the disclosures over the past few days could hardly have improved his disposition. This just might make him open to a pastor who teaches: “We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we have a shared responsibility for others and the world, and that being good and decent are worth it.” 

Mr. President, what do you have to lose? 

Read more from E.J. Dionne’s archive, follow him on Twitter or subscribe to his updates on Facebook. 
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Memo to Pope and Trump: Here’s a breakthrough for you

· John L. Allen Jr. 

CRUX - May 21, 2017

EDITOR
Christian refugees from Mosul who now live in camps in Levo Iraq hold a prayer session for the thousands of fellow Christians who have had to flee Mosul from the terror group the Islamic State. The UN estimates that 50,000 Christians are now internally displaced. (Credit: Photo by Gail Orenstein/NurPhoto/Sipa USA.)

Although agreement between Pope Francis and President Donald Trump on May 24 may be elusive on many fronts, one concrete step that could result from the meeting, and that both men presumably would approve, is for some share of U.S. overseas aid earmarked for ISIS victims to be administered by churches to ensure that it actually reaches suffering Christians.

When Pope Francis and President Donald Trump meet on Wednesday, the almost irresistible temptation likely will be to focus on the “Odd Couple” dynamic of the encounter. Symbolically, Francis is the third-world man of the people, Trump the incarnation of “America first” swagger.

However, what should not be lost is that this meeting is not just about two personalities colliding, however riveting they may be, but about two institutions: The United States and the Holy See.

As former U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See James Nicholson puts it in a forthcoming Crux interview, the Vatican is the world’s leading spiritual superpower and the U.S. its most important temporal power, so when these two players are in alignment, the plates of history can shift.

On his way back from his trip to Fatima last weekend, Pope Francis said that in the meeting he wants to seek “doors that aren’t closed” to possible cooperation, and presumably Trump too will want to come away with something positive to talk about - if, for no other reason, than as a welcome bit of good news amid what has been a fairly rough stretch for the administration.

Where might that “open door” be found?

There are a number of possibilities, but let me float one here that ought to be fairly easy for both sides to embrace, and which could have a decisive impact on the ground in one of the world’s most perennially troubled regions.

By now, everyone knows that Christians and other minorities in Iraq and Syria are the targets of a genocidal campaign by ISIS extremists. The Islamic State’s ability to carry out that aim may wax and wane with its military fortunes, but there’s no doubt about the ultimate objective of exterminating minority groups in the territory under its control.

Both Francis and Trump have called for solidarity and greater protection for those persecuted Christians, so in broad strokes there would appear to be the basis for some common cause.

What’s less well known, however, is a chronic problem with delivering humanitarian aid to those Christians.

The issue is this: Funding from both the U.S. and the U.N. dedicated to relief for ISIS victims is generally allocated either to governmental bodies or NGOs, and in both cases the aid it buys is usually distributed in large refugee camps, such as those erected in the Kurdish city of Erbil. The problem is that Christians often avoid those camps, out of fear of being further exposed to militants and ISIS sympathizers.

As a result, much of the humanitarian aid flowing into Iraq and Syria never reaches Christians directly, who prefer to receive help from Church facilities such as shelters and convents, where they know they’ll be safe. Were it not for organizations such as Aid to the Church in Need, Catholic Relief Services and the Knights of Columbus (Crux’s principal partner), those local Christian institutions would have run out of help to give a long time ago.

Those resources, however, are not infinite, and the need continues to grow.

In August, Archbishop Jean-Clément Jeanbart, the Greek Melkite Archbishop of Aleppo in Syria, appealed to international organizations to entrust a portion of their budgets for humanitarian relief to the churches of the region, to ensure that it actually reaches the Christians who need it.

“If the help went to the churches, it wouldn’t mean that they’re giving special rights to Christians, but that they’re actually helping everyone,” Jeanbart said.

To date, however, those appeals have fallen on deaf ears.

Candidate Trump vowed to make persecuted Christians in the Middle East a U.S. foreign policy priority, and he’s continued to make similar statements since taking office. Within the last month, both he and Vice President Mike Pence have expressed support, with Pence telling a May 11 summit on persecuted Christians, “We’re with you, we stand with you,” and saying that both he and Trump pray for them.

Translating that rhetoric into action, however, is a more complicated matter.

Trump pulled back from an initial attempt to fast-track Christians and other ISIS victims in terms of refugee resettlement in the face of strong political opposition, and so far he hasn’t launched a major military campaign to “soundly and quickly defeat ISIS,” which is what he promised during the campaign - presumably, at least in part, because doing so is terribly complicated both logistically and strategically.

However, one thing a U.S. president could do immediately is to announce that a portion of American overseas humanitarian and development spending earmarked for Iraq and Syria will be allocated to the churches of those two countries, to ensure that Christians get their fair share.

The federal budget adopted in early May by the U.S. Congress includes roughly $1.4 billion in humanitarian assistance for “vulnerable and persecuted religious minorities, including victims of genocide designated by the Secretary of State and other groups that have suffered crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing.” If even some small share of that funding were to be set aside to be administered by churches in the Middle East, it could make a vast difference.

To be clear, this is not about preferential treatment, but ensuring that aid designed for an especially vulnerable population actually goes where it’s intended.

If Pope Francis were to make the case for doing so with Trump and his aides, and if Trump were to bite, it would provide swift relief for suffering people, not to mention a diplomatic win for the Vatican and a rare bit of positive news for Trump - one that should also play well with the religious voters who formed an important part of the president’s electoral base in November.

Let’s face it: There really are only two leaders in the world with either the resources or the boots on the ground in the Middle East to make any difference for Christians struggling to survive there, and they’re the U.S. president and the pope.

Since they’re meeting three days from now, it will be fascinating to see if they seize the opportunity.

https://cruxnow.com/analysis/2017/05/21/memo-pope-trump-heres-breakthrough/
Donald Trump announces meeting with Pope Francis in Italy before it is finalized 

White House spokesman said president’s declared visit with pope, who has opposing views on the border wall and climate change, is not confirmed

Former president Barack Obama meets with Pope Francis during the pontiff’s first visit to the US in 2015. Photograph: Kevin Lamarque/Reuters 
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Donald Trump has signalled that he expects to meet Pope Francis, with whom he has clashed in the past, when he travels to Italy next month.

The US president will be in Italy in late May for a meeting of the G7 industrialised democracies. An audience with the pontiff would bring together two wildly contrasting world views.

“I look very much forward to meeting the pope,” said on Thursday in a joint press conference at the White House with the Italian prime minister, Paolo Gentiloni.

Minutes later Sean Spicer, the White House press secretary, admitted that the meeting has not yet been confirmed. Trump’s assertion now risks making a non-meeting look like a snub.

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2017/may/18/the-investigations-swirling-around-donald-trump-a-short-guide
Trump and the pope fell out in February last year after the Republican candidate had pledged to build a wall on the US-Mexican border. The head of the Catholic church said: “A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be, and not building bridges, is not Christian.”

Trump responded that he was “proud to be a Christian” and described the pope’s comments as “disgraceful”. If the Vatican were attacked by Islamic State, he added, the pontiff would have prayed Trump was president to prevent it.

Pope Francis called for greater compassion for refugees less than a week after Trump tried to impose a travel ban on seven Muslim-majority countries. Last month the Vatican also urged Trump to listen to “dissenting voices” and reconsider his position on climate change.

On Thursday Trump was positive about the prospect of visiting Sicily and acknowledged Italy’s artistic and scientific achievements. “From Venice to Florence, from Verdi to Pavarotti – a friend of mine, great friend of mine,” he ad-libbed.

Advertisement

The widow of Luciano Pavarotti, who died a decade ago, objected to Trump’s use of the operatic tenor’s version of Nessun Dorma at campaign rallies, writing: “The values of brotherhood and solidarity that Luciano Pavarotti upheld throughout his artistic career are incompatible with the world vision of the candidate Donald Trump.”

Trump also said a strong Europe was “very, very important” to the US, condemned Iran for doing “a tremendous disservice” to the nuclear agreement and expressed confidence that China was working hard to rein in North Korea. “We don’t know whether or not they’re able to do that, but I have absolute confidence that he will be trying very, very hard,” he said.

Contradicting earlier official statements, the president acknowledged that he has conflated diplomacy with trade in talks with the Chinese president, Xi Jinping. “I actually told him, I said, ‘You’ll make a much better deal on trade if you get rid of this menace or do something about the menace of North Korea.’ Because that’s what it is.”

Trump gave a confusing answer on America’s plans for Libya, which sank into chaos after the US-backed overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. “I do not see a role in Libya,” he told reporters in the East Room. “I think the United States has, right now, enough roles. We’re in a role everywhere, so I do not see that.

“I do see a role in getting rid of Isis. We’re being very effective in that regard … We are effectively ridding the world of Isis. I see that as a primary role and that is what we’re going to do, whether it’s in Iraq or Libya or anywhere else. And that role will come to an end at a certain point and we’ll be able to go back and rebuild our country, which is what I want to do.”

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/apr/20/donald-trump-pope-francis-meeting-italy
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Papal visits with heads of state are carefully arranged bits of political and religious theater. They follow a specific and routine schedule, with little room for deviation or unwanted surprises.

While the royalty, president or prime minister making the trip to the Vatican may fret the details, sending teams months in advance to plan out each moment, the city-state's objectives are clear: protect the pope's image and influence, and then fade into the background to let the pope handle the meeting as he wants.

As Ken Hackett, the most recent U.S. ambassador to the Holy See, said in a recent interview: "From the Vatican's point of view, it's pretty normal fare for them to deal with heads of state. They've been doing it for centuries. They know exactly what they will do and can do."

When U.S. President Donald Trump arrives to meet Pope Francis on the morning of May 24, he will be escorted through a series of rooms in the apostolic palace meant to impress upon him the Vatican's historic power and majesty. As he walks, he will pass Swiss Guards in full regalia, standing at attention holding long pole weapons known as halberds.

One of the last rooms the president will enter before meeting the pope is the Sala Ambrogio, named for the third century saint and bishop, and distinctive for its decorate Renaissance-era triptych of Christ's death and resurrection and for containing a large rug decorated with the coat of arms of Pope Leo XIII.

Francis and Trump will meet first briefly in the antechamber of the papal library, where the pope hosts all his formal encounters with heads of state. The two will shake hands there, where a small pool of about five photographers and two print journalists may be able to hear their first words to each other.

Francis will then escort Trump into the library itself, where the two will sit at a large wooden desk across from each other. The journalists are allowed to remain present for the very beginning of the encounter, able to note the details: Is the pope leaning forward in his chair, engaged in the conversation? Are his hands folded, or is gesturing with them? Is he smiling?

After about 30 seconds, everyone but the president, the pope and a translator will be escorted out of the room. No one else will be present for the conversation to follow, meaning no one else can say what happened in the room.

Waiting in another small antechamber, the journalists will begin marking minutes in order to be able to note the exact time, down to the second, that the two leaders spend in private conversation.

A normal meeting is between 20-30 minutes. President Barack Obama, known to have worked well with Francis, spent more than 50 minutes with the pontiff in their March 2014 meeting. Former Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper, not known to have enjoyed such a relationship, had less than 10 minutes in June 2015.

Once the private encounter is over, the journalists will be ushered back into the library to witness the formal exchange of gifts between Francis and Trump.

At that point, Trump's entourage — likely to include First Lady Melania, daughter Ivanka, and son-in-law/aide-de-camp Jared Kushner — will also be allowed in and presented one-by-one to greet the pope, each having a short moment with the pontiff to shake his hand and receive a rosary blessed by him.

The pope and president will then walk towards a small table together, where the gifts will be laid out for presentation. Francis normally gives heads of state copies of his three major writings: Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si', and Amoris Laetitia.
The pope also normally gives political leaders a medallion of some-sort, which is usually imbued with a specific message. In his March meeting with Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi, for example, Francis gave her a 7.5-inch-wide bronze medallion showing a desert turning to bloom in a depiction of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah's words: "The wilderness will become a fruitful field."

"The dry, thorny branch that blossoms and bears fruit symbolizes the passage from selfishness to sharing, from war to peace," the Vatican said in an explanation of that piece, interpreted as a message from the pope about Myanmar's continuing process of democratic reform following a half-century of military rule.

It's up to Trump and his administration to determine ahead of time what to give Francis. The pope normally appears to appreciate gifts that are simple, or creative.

Obama, for example, gave the pontiff seeds from the White House Garden, later planted at the historic papal retreat in Castel Gandolfo. Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi elicited a big smile from Francis in December 2015 when he presented a set of fishing hooks traditionally used by his people.

After the exchange of gifts — which will be another chance for journalists to note the pope's and president's demeanor towards each other as they briefly explain what they are giving — the meeting comes to an end. Francis will briefly greet each member of Trump's entourage again as they walk out of the library, leaving the president for last.

As Trump leaves Francis, he will be escorted again through the apostolic palace into a separate room for meetings with Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin and Archbishop Paul Gallagher, the secretary for relations with states.

Hackett said that is normally the meeting where the most serious business takes place.

"There's a difference between the meeting with the Holy Father and the meeting with Cardinal Parolin and Archbishop Gallagher," said the former ambassador, adding that he would advise Trump: "On the geopolitical side of things, keep it with Cardinal Parolin and Gallagher."

After witnessing Trump and Parolin greet each other, the journalists will be escorted out of the apostolic palace and will rush back across St. Peter's Square to the press office to brief their colleagues on what has happened, providing any juicy details of what they could hear the pope and president say.

All will then wait for the Vatican to put out an official statement summarizing the discussions between Trump, Francis, and Parolin. Normally, such statements are brief and bland; no more than a paragraph or two and nothing more specific than describing "cordial conversations" that addressed "various themes of common interest."

Many surely will also be carefully monitoring Trump's Twitter feed, watching for his version of events.

[Joshua J. McElwee is NCR Vatican correspondent. His email address is jmcelwee@ncronline.org. Follow him on Twitter: @joshjmac.]

Trump faces a higher authority: Pope Francis 

When the president visits the Vatican next week, he'll meet with a pontiff who hasn't been shy about criticizing him.

By Gabriel Debenedetti and Jacopo Barigazzi 

05/19/2017 05:16 AM EDT

Pope Francis has been critical of President Donald Trump on issues ranging from climate change to immigration to refugee resettlement. | Getty
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Donald of Arabia
By Blake Hounshell
Historically, the relationship between American presidents and pontiffs is a complicated one. But seldom has a first meeting been as awkward as the upcoming one between Donald Trump and Pope Francis.

When Trump sits down with the spiritual leader of America’s 50-plus million Catholics next Wednesday, he’ll be face-to-face with perhaps the only person with a bigger global megaphone than his own. There will be little common ground between them — Trump sparred with Pope Francis on the campaign trail, and the pontiff has been critical of the president on issues ranging from climate change to immigration to refugee resettlement.

“There is a tradition and a real purpose: you have the leader of the big temporal superpower meeting with the leader of the spiritual superpower, if you will. It’s really an imperative that the two people with that much responsibility for not just their respective domains, but for the world writ large, that they get acquainted and develop a relationship,” said Jim Nicholson, the former secretary of Veterans Affairs and Republican National Committee chairman who served as ambassador to the Holy See under George W. Bush from 2001 to 2005.

“They will not probably agree on things like immigration, they won’t agree on capital punishment,” he said. “But it’s very important that, going forward in this president’s young presidency, he gets to know the pope, that he can know he can call on the pope for discussion and advice, as President Bush did.”

Both sides are feeling pressure to put a happy face on their private meeting. Nicholson said the trip came about after he reminded White House senior staffers — who’d been debating whether to visit the Vatican — that a papal meeting has been the practice for every president who's visited Italy since World War II. 

But in this case, the politics are especially tricky. Trump will be meeting with a Catholic leader who enjoys far higher approval ratings in the United States than his own. The pope must keep in mind that while Trump maintains support from a majority of white Catholics, he faces deep disapproval ratings among Hispanic Catholics, the fastest-growing group in the American church.

White House
How Trump learned about the special prosecutor
By Josh Dawsey and Annie Karni 

The two have not engaged directly since Trump’s inauguration, but tensions have not cooled much since their initial hostile exchange in February 2016, when Francis told reporters, “A person who only thinks about building walls — wherever they may be — and not building bridges, is not Christian,” in an apparent reference to the president’s proposed Mexican border wall.

At the time, Trump shot back: “No leader, especially a religious leader, should have the right to question another man’s religion or faith,” he said at a rally in South Carolina. “If and when the Vatican is attacked by ISIS, which as everyone knows is ISIS’ ultimate trophy, I can promise you that the pope would have only wished and prayed that Donald Trump would have been president.”

The exchange reverberated in Rome, said longtime Vatican analyst Iacopo Scaramuzzi, because it made clear that Francis was willing to step out of papal tradition to rally his own backers against an American political candidate — setting the stage for an uneasy relationship with the eventual president. 

“When he criticized Trump [over the wall], even Vatican diplomats were surprised by an attack like that [against] a possible U.S. president,” he said. “But that was an intentional attack. An explicit conflict can be useful: to take the other one as an example of what’s wrong can be very useful to send a message to your supporters.”

While the two leaders have not spoken since Trump moved into the White House, the discord has subtly intensified. The pope made waves in Europe just days after Trump took office, for example, by bringing up Adolf Hitler unprompted in an interview with a Spanish paper when asked about the rise of xenophobia and the new American president. The next month, he appeared to jab at Trump’s repeated claim that he would build a border wall and force Mexico to pay for it by urging Catholics “to not raise walls but bridges” and adding “A Christian can never say: I’ll make you pay for that."

People close to the Vatican also interpreted Francis’ designation of Indianapolis’ Joseph Tobin as a cardinal in October — and his subsequent move to the higher-profile Newark archdiocese the day before Election Day — as a message to Trump. Tobin had recently publicly clashed with Vice President Mike Pence, then Trump’s running mate and the governor of Indiana, when he helped a Syrian refugee family settle in the city despite Pence’s announcement that he wouldn’t support such relocation efforts.

“The risk for Trump here is that the contrasts between him and Francis are so stark on so many of the political and moral questions of our time,” said John Gehring, the Catholic program director at Faith in Public Life, a liberal advocacy group.

Republicans jump on special prosecutor bandwagon
By Austin Wright 
But the message-sending has gone both ways: Francis' critics noted with interest April reports that Trump had given Argentine President Mauricio Macri a collection of recently declassified documents relating to his country’s “dirty war” in the late 1970s and early 1980s. The pope has often faced questions in Argentina about his role in his home country's affair, when he was still known as Jorge Maria Bergoglio, and his relationship with Macri has long been tense.

Nonetheless, early signals suggest Pope Francis — who has said he accepts any foreign leader who asks for an audience — has already gone out of his way to pave a diplomatic path forward with Trump, say Vatican experts.

“Trump and Bergoglio will try to display a constructive attitude, although what they have in common is to be unpredictable,” added Scaramuzzi. “The two diplomacies have worked in order to provide a smooth meeting. So that nobody will leave the room with his bones broken.”

With no ambassador to the Holy See in place while his administration reportedly prepares to nominate Callista Gingrich — the wife of former House Speaker Newt Gingrich — much of the coordinating work has been done by that office’s new Charge d’Affaires, Louis Bono, said a Vatican official.

Florida Rep. Francis Rooney, who succeeded Nicholson as ambassador and served until 2008, said he expected few of the controversial points of disagreement to come up in the brief conversation, instead pointing to human trafficking as a likely topic of discussion because of its importance to both American diplomats in the Holy See and Ivanka Trump, the president’s daughter.

“They’ll put the past behind them,” he said. “It’s an inflection point in the relationship between the United States and the Holy See.”

Close observers in Italy note that Francis will have most of the power in his home-court meeting. Courtesies like agreeing to hold the meeting on Wednesday morning — shortly before his regularly scheduled general audience in Saint Peter’s Square — suggest he may not be looking to pin Trump into a politically difficult corner, and that he will have an easy out if the meeting takes an uncomfortable turn.

Trump’s aides were considering scheduling the meeting after the G7 conference, but determined that the president needed to return to Washington for Memorial Day, Nicholson said, hence the unorthodox timing.

By 9:00 or 9:15 most Wednesdays, Francis is out greeting the crowds in his Jeep, explained Robert Mickens of the European Catholic publication La Croix. So if he perceives that the meeting is not going well, he can simply leave.
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“This allows the pope to say, ‘I’m sorry, I have to go. He has not cleared his calendar for the entire morning to meet Trump," said Mickens. "It does mean that he cannot spend more than a certain amount of time with Trump, just because of the sheer fact that he has another important weekly meeting."

The first in-person meeting of the unorthodox president and the unpredictable pontiff — populist outsiders whose unexpected ascents to power were accompanied by an eagerness to shake up the status quo — is a part of the first foreign trip for Trump that has an explicit focus on religious symbolism. The president’s itinerary also includes Israel and Saudi Arabia.

“They’ll have a good chance to look each other in the eyes and see how much they have in common,” said Nicholson. “They recognize what transcendent figures they are on the world stage, and how important what they say and do and believe and message is to people. Because so many people are watching them.”

After speculation during the 2016 campaign that voters of faith would abandon Trump, his ultimate support among American Catholics closely mirrored that of other Republican presidential candidates: 6 in 10 white Catholics backed him in November, according to a Pew analysis of exit polls, and his approval rating among that group had fallen only slightly by April, to 53 percent.

A number of Catholic and evangelical leaders have since rallied even closer to his side after the president bolstered the Mexico City Policy axing American funding to nongovernmental organizations that perform abortions, cut funding for Planned Parenthood, installed the conservative Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court, and signed a new executive order focused on religious liberty.

Yet that support belies his serious weakness among another slice of the Catholic community: just around one-quarter of Hispanic Catholics voted for him, according to Pew’s analysis, and his approval rating with that group had dropped to 15 percent by last month. And on the issue of Trump’s proposed ban on travel to the United States from a collection of Muslim-majority countries, 6 in 10 Catholics — including roughly half of white Catholics — said they disapproved.

Veteran Vatican watchers believe any kind of public clash over those flash points remains unlikely, despite the popular pope's prior willingness to confront the president in a manner uncharacteristic of previous Vatican-Washington relations.

“I don’t expect to hear it,” said Rooney. “I think the president values the role the Holy See plays in the world of international diplomacy."

http://www.politico.com/story/2017/05/19/trump-vatican-pope-francis-238522
What Trump could learn when the President meets the Pope

Columnists 05/19/2017, 07:49pm 

Pope Francis in Vatican City. | Chris Jackson/Getty Images

Laura Washington
There is much speculation about President Donald J. Trump’s first international sojourn as president, a nine-day trip to the Middle East and Europe. On Wednesday, Trump will have his first face-to-face with Pope Francis.

That pairing is even more incongruous than last month’s tete-a-tete between the Pope and former Fox TV star Bill O’Reilly.

On April 18, O’Reilly, on a family vacation, approached the pontiff in the VIP line at the Vatican, and they shook hands. That encounter came just hours before 21st Century Fox fired O’Reilly in the wake of a slew of sexual harassment allegations.

OPINION
That leaves this lifelong Roman Catholic to wonder. What will the Pope say to Trump? Can he offer hope, perhaps a biblical passage or a sprig of wisdom that might set Trump straight?

Wednesday’s reportedly private meeting will be between a man who possesses the world’s highest moral authority and a man short on authority of all kinds, moral and otherwise.

Trump seems most comfortable in his Oval Office sanctum, regally receiving world leaders who come to humbly bow and scrape for a share of America’s resources and might.

The Pope doesn’t need anything from Trump. He oversees the world’s 1.2 billion Roman Catholics, a constituency that dwarfs Trump’s. Polls show Francis is far more popular.

Yet, they have much to discuss. Francis has devoted his career to advocating for the poor, immigrants and refugees, people of color, war victims and others who personify the biblical credo of “the least among us.”

Trump spent his career getting rich, then running a slash-and-burn presidential campaign that labeled Mexican immigrants “bad hombres,” “rapists” and “criminals.” Trump says African Americans are “living in hell.” Trump assumes all Muslims are terrorists.

Not even the Pope was spared.

During the campaign, Francis told the media, “A person who only thinks about building walls — wherever they may be — and not building bridges, is not Christian,” apparently referring to Trump’s promised, xenophobic wall on the U.S. Mexico border.

“No leader, especially a religious leader, should have the right to question another man’s religion or faith,” Trump shot back at a South Carolina rally. “If and when the Vatican is attacked by ISIS, which as everyone knows is ISIS’ ultimate trophy, I can promise you that the pope would have only wished and prayed that Donald Trump would have been president.”

There are plenty of potential flashpoints for this conversation, from their differences on the treatment of immigrants and refugees to religious tolerance to capital punishment.

Fireworks? That seems unlikely, since, like all such diplomatic meetings, it will be heavily prepped and scripted.

Francis has offered a preview, recently telling reporters he would “look for common ground” at the meeting, according to NBC News.

“First of all, I never judge someone before I listen to the person. I can’t do that,” Francis said during a news conference on the papal plane. “We will talk and things will come up … I will tell him what I think, he will tell me what he thinks, but I never wanted to judge someone before I listen to the person first.”

Talk and listen, before you judge.

If Trump simply took that holy advice to heart, he could make exponential strides as a president — and as a person.

http://chicago.suntimes.com/columnists/what-trump-could-learn-when-the-president-meets-the-pope/
Trump Says He Looks Forward to Speaking With Pope About How Christian Teachings Lead to Freedom

By CNSNews.com Staff | May 20, 2017 | 4:49 PM EDT 

 (CNSNews.com) - In his weekly address released today, President Donald Trump said he is looking forward to talking with Pope Francis about how Christian teaching can put the world on a path to freedom.

Trump noted that after his visits in Saudi Arabia and Israel, he will be traveling to the Vatican.

“I'll head to the Vatican,” said Trump, “where I will have the great honor of an audience with Pope Francis. I look forward to speaking with the Pope about how Christian teachings can help put the world on a path to justice, freedom, and peace.”

Here is the full transcript of the president’s weekly address:
 
My fellow Americans,
 
This weekend I begin my first trip overseas as president – a trip with historic significance for the American people.
 
I will be visiting with the leaders in many different countries to strengthen our old friendships, build new partnerships, and unite the civilized world in a fight against terrorism.
 
In that spirit of unity, I will travel to lands associated with three of the world's great religions.
 
My first stop will be Saudi Arabia – the heart of the Muslim World. There, I will address a historic gathering of the leaders of more than 50 Muslim nations. I will represent the views of the American people frankly and clearly.
 
Many of these leaders have expressed growing concern about terrorism, the spread of radicalization, and Iran's role in funding both. Now it appears Muslim leaders are ready to take more responsibility and a much bigger role in fighting terrorism in their region. It’s about time we do it, we’ll do it together, but it has to be done.  
 
America cannot solve all of the world's problems, but we can – and we must – help any nation willing to join in the common cause of eradicating terrorism from the face of the earth.
 
Next, I'll travel to the ancient city of Jerusalem to talk with my good friend, Prime Minister Netanyahu, about bringing peace and prosperity to both our nations. Israel is an important American ally, but in recent years we haven't always treated them that way. It's time to renew our friendship.
 
While I'm there, I'll also meet with President Abbas of the Palestinian Authority in Bethlehem to discuss ways to advance peace between Israel and the Palestinians.
 
From there, I'll head to the Vatican, where I will have the great honor of an audience with Pope Francis. I look forward to speaking with the Pope about how Christian teachings can help put the world on a path to justice, freedom, and peace.
 
I will also meet with friends and allies in Europe at a gathering of NATO in Brussels and at the G-7 Summit in Italy. Finally, I will close my trip by saying thank you to some of the courageous men and women of the United State Military serving their nation overseas.
 
In my Inaugural Address, I pledged to strengthen America's oldest friendships, to seek new partners in pursuit of peace, and above all – to always put American people first.
 
I also pledged that our partners must show that they’re partners, they must show that they’re friends, and they must contribute financially to the tremendous cost – the money that we’re spending – is so big; it’s so much; and it’s not fair for our nation.  They have to help and I’m sure they will. The fact is that I'm excited about new possibilities for peace and prosperity – and I hope you are too.
 
Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.

http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/cnsnewscom-staff/trump-says-he-looks-forward-speaking-pope-about-how-christian
Pope & Prez: Awkward together 

The Pope

(GIORGIO ONORATI/EPA) 

BY John Gehring 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS

Monday, May 22, 2017, 5:00 AM

When Pope Francis welcomes President Trump to the Vatican this week, the most compelling moral leader on the global stage will share the spotlight with a President failing to find his footing in Washington. A self-styled populist who shook up the political establishment with a crass style, Trump is surely betting that a cordial sit down with a reform-minded Pope whose leadership has jolted the Vatican’s entrenched interests might provide luster to his badly tarnished political brand.

But if the President expects a quick and uncomplicated photo op to revive his image, he shouldn’t get his hopes up.

While the Pope told reporters that he wants to find “doors that are not completely shut” and seek common ground with the President, Francis is also not afraid to speak truth to power.

It’s “not Christian,” the Pope said bluntly when asked about Trump’s campaign pledge — one that remains atop the President’s agenda — to build a massive border wall. Candidate Trump fired back by calling the Pope “disgraceful,” and accused the Mexican government of “using the Pope as a pawn.”

Before the courts blocked him, the President signed an executive order banning entry of refugees, whom he portrays as a security threat. “It’s hypocrisy to call yourself a Christian and chase away a refugee,” Francis says, in glaring contrast.

Nor will a President who has rolled back Obama-era policies to address climate change find an ally in a Pope who praised those actions, and who describes climate change as “one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day.”

Inequality, for the Pope, is “the root of social evil,” and he thinks the government plays a key role in addressing an “economy of exclusion.” Trump’s health-care reform plans, tax plan and budget proposals would help the wealthiest at the expense of the working poor.

Beyond specific issues, the two men understand leadership and power in strikingly different ways. Trump chafes against those who challenge him, values blind loyalty and has said he doesn’t ask God for forgiveness.

Francis describes himself as “a sinner” and learns from his mistakes. He openly acknowledges that his “authoritarian way of making decisions” created problems when he was a priest in Argentina responsible for the training of young Jesuits.

As Pope, he has prized dialogue and even invites disagreement inside the church as a sign of healthy discernment.

The Prez

(Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP) 

Trump, whose entire reality-TV brand is built on garish excess, in a speech before securing the Republican nomination declared, “You have to be wealthy in order to be great.” Francis warns about the “idolatry of money,” and insists that the future of humanity will be shaped not by “great powers” but is “in the hands of people and in their ability to organize.”

Trump won the presidency in large measure by stoking fear and anxiety. His “America First” nationalism is tribal, dark and defined by the backlash politics of resentment. In contrast, Francis has a global vision rooted in universal human dignity because the Catholic Church is a global institution that serves the poor, provides health care and empowers those on the margins in hundreds of countries.

To be clear, the Pope is not a naive optimist. He recognizes that a technocratic globalization structured around profits and consumerism can be an inhumane system that also leaves many behind. His is a clear-eyed hope that people working together to create movements for peace and justice are more powerful than any narrow ideology or single charismatic individual.

Solidarity is “the most effective antidote to modern forms of populism,” the Pope insists, because only then do we recognize that a stranger’s fate is tied to our own.

A week after Trump’s election, Francis described rising nationalism across Europe as part of “an epidemic of animosity” directed at immigrants and religious minorities who are easy targets for blame. He recognizes what he calls “false forms of security” can often mean selling out core values in ways that don’t keep us safe and undermine our highest ideals.

So expect a few smiles, polite handshakes and an enthusiastic, falsely humble tweet from President Trump after the meeting. The Vatican and the Trump administration can find common ground on urgent issues like fighting religious persecution and human trafficking. This should be celebrated and encouraged.

But moving forward, count on Pope Francis not to back down from reminding Trump and other leaders that politics should be about service to the common good, not the exaltation of ego and power.

Gehring is Catholic program director at Faith in Public Life, an advocacy organization in Washington, and author of “The Francis Effect: A Radical Pope’s Challenge to the American Catholic Church.”
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/pope-prez-awkward-article-1.3179969
Pope Francis and Donald Trump meet this week. Here’s what you need to know.

Michael J. O'Loughlin May 19, 2017

U.S. President Donald Trump and Pope Francis are seen in this composite photo. The two leaders are scheduled to meet at the Vatican May 24 (CNS photos/Reuters and Paul Haring). 
President Trump departed Friday for his first overseas trip, which the White House says in intended to highlight the need for unity among Muslims, Jews and Christians. It includes stops in Saudi Arabia, Israel and the Vatican, where Mr. Trump will meet with Pope Francis and other church leaders on May 24. Here is what you need to know about the first meeting between the president and the pope.

1. Do not expect fireworks
Though they have not met, Mr. Trump and Pope Francis have something of a history—and it is not exactly warm. Mr. Trump’s proposal to build a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border, which he championed as recently as May 18, has alarmed U.S. Catholic leaders. Last year, Pope Francis weighed in generically about walls, saying politicians who seek to build them are not Christian. Mr. Trump called the comments disgraceful; the Vatican clarified that the pope was speaking only in generalities and Mr. Trump said he forgave the pope.

It is not just walls. The pope is also a strong advocate for refugees, whereas Mr. Trump has reduced the number of refugees the United States will settle. Pope Francis frequently speaks and writes about the need to protect the environment, whereas Mr. Trump has been skeptical of climate change and says environmental protections cannot come at the expense of economic interests.

The pope said recently that he will reserve judgment on Mr. Trump until after they speak.

Tweet this
Still, do not expect fireworks. After all, the meeting will be relatively brief, probably just under an hour, and Mr. Trump and Pope Francis are both charismatic leaders who will surely use the opportunity to focus on shared interests.

The White House said earlier this month that the president plans to discuss efforts to combat human trafficking and anti-Christian persecution in the Middle East, both also priorities of the pope.

For his part, the pope said recently that he will reserve judgment on Mr. Trump until after they speak.

“I never make a judgment about people without hearing them first. It is something I feel I should not do,” he said in response to a reporter’s question. “When we speak to each other, things will come out. I will say what I think; he will say what he thinks. But I have never, ever, wanted to make a judgment without hearing the person.”

2. Trump will go into the meeting having recently met with two Catholic cardinals.
There have been concerns that the Trump administration has not staffed key positions dealing with religious outreach, but Mr. Trump is not going into Wednesday’s meeting unprepared.

Cardinal Donald Wuerl of Washington, who holds a seat on the Vatican’s powerful congregation for bishops, was at the White House earlier this month, along with the head of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, for an event marking the National Day of Prayer. They met privately with Mr. Trump in the Oval Office for several minutes before the presidentsigned an executive order related to religious liberty.

Additionally, Vice President Mike Pence hosted Carl Anderson, head of the Knights of Columbus,in his White House office earlier this month. The Knights have spent millions of dollars supporting beleaguered Christians in the Middle East and it is possible Mr. Anderson used the meeting to make the case for greater support from the administration. (Coincidentally, Mr. Pence and one of the pope’s advisers, Cardinal Kevin Farrell, will be together Sunday, bothreceiving honorary degrees from the University of Notre Dame.)

 

3. On one hand, this is just another meeting with a world leader for the pope…
Mr. Trump is a relative newcomer to international politics, so he is still unfamiliar with many of the world’s leaders. Pope Francis, however, has held dozens of meetings with global leaders during his four-year pontificate, including a 50-minutemeeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 2015. The pope will not be star struck or intimidated by Mr. Trump, and he has a firm grasp of the geo-political challenges facing the world, one that is not America-centric. With a Catholic network spanning the globe, the Vatican can be an invaluable resource for any world leader, but only time will tell if Mr. Trump is interested in listening to what the pope has to say.

4. …on the other, Mr. Trump is still president of the world’s only superpower.
While it is true that the pope does not begin his day wondering what is happening in the United States, a meeting with the head of the world’s lone superpower is still a momentous occasion. In addition to his meeting with the pope, Mr. Trump will also meet with the Vatican’s secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin. This meeting is where some of the more concrete items will be discussed, including how the United States and the Vatican might work together on shared concerns. (Cardinal Parolin made headlines in February when he expressed concern about the rise of global populism and warned that the “inability to welcome and integrate can be dangerous” to societies.) The Vatican was instrumental in the thawing between the United States and Cuba that culminated in the two countries reestablishing diplomatic ties. If the Vatican wants to impact other geopolitical challenges, working with the United States would be a sure way to gain outsized influence.

5. The real strength of U.S.-Vatican relations will be forged by Trump’s ambassador to the Holy See.
UPDATE: On May 19, the Trump administration officially announced the nomination of Mrs. Gingrich as ambassador to the Vatican.
No matter how the meeting goes, there remains a missing puzzle piece in U.S.-Vatican relations: Who will represent Mr. Trump at the Holy See? The New York Times, the Associated Press and CNN all reported that the administration has chosen Callista Gingrich, a Catholic filmmaker and wife of former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich. The couple enjoys access to Mr. Trump, so should Mrs. Gingrich be nominated and confirmed, she could prove to be a valuable asset to the White House should it desire to collaborate with the Vatican. Until then, it is unclear if this meeting will result in any tangible results.

6. The pair will likely exchange gifts.
No, this is not a vitally important aspect to the trip, but it is a fun part to any meeting between a pope and a president. When President Obama met with Pope Francis at the Vatican in 2014,he gave the pope a chest made from wood from the nation’s first Catholic cathedral that contained seeds from vegetables grown in the White House garden. Francis gave Mr. Obama papal medallions and a copy of “The Joy of the Gospel,” his apostolic exhortation published in 2013.

Neither the White House nor the Vatican would offer any clues about what gifts the pair plans to exchange next week. But if Pope Francis offers Mr. Trump a copy of “Laudato Si’,” his encyclical about the need to protect the planet, it will be a milestone in papal diplomacy—or papal trolling.

7. The trip will be overshadowed by Trump’s visits to Saudi Arabia and Israel—plus that special prosecutor.
For the relatively small segment of the population who obsess over U.S. and Vatican politics, a meeting between a pope and a president is akin to a Superbowl, bringing into the mainstream conversation topics usually relegated to niche publications.

Normally, a meeting between Mr. Trump and Pope Francis would be a big part of any news cycle. But this particular meeting comes after two other stops that are arguably more high-stakes than his Vatican stop—and the entire trip is set against the backdrop of a mounting domestic crisis for the president that will not abate just because he is overseas.
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Trump plans to discuss religious freedom, human trafficking with Pope Francis
Michael J. O'Loughlin
Pope says he will not pre-judge Trump, will seek common ground.
Gerard O'Connell
Mr. Trump begins his trip in Saudi Arabia, where he will give an address to Islamic leaders. Then, he makes his way to Israel, where he will meet with political leaders and pray at the Western Wall. (He will also visit the the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which Christians believe sits on site where Jesus was crucified, buried and rose from the dead.) From there, he heads to the Vatican, before a visit to Brussels and then ending the visit in Sicily for the G-7 meeting.

The first two stops carry greater political rewards for Mr. Trump, and if the White House press briefings leading up to Friday’s departure are any indication of what the media will focus on during the trip, it is likely that his meeting with the pope will be but a blip on the radar.

Then again, Mr. Trump is a master manipulator of media, and Pope Francis remains a global superstar. So if the president sees in his meeting with Pope Francis a possibility of diverting attention away from his challenges at home, or unforeseen setbacks at the start of his trip, expect a tweet or two from Mr. Trump that could extend the media shelf life of his first papal meeting.

http://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/05/19/pope-francis-and-donald-trump-meet-week-heres-what-you-need-know
Trump plans to discuss religious freedom, human trafficking with Pope Francis

Michael J. O'Loughlin May 12, 2017

President Donald Trump at the White House, May 4 (CNS photo/Carlos Barria, Reuters) 
President Trump plans to discuss international religious freedom and explore ways the United States can work with the Vatican to fight religious persecution and human trafficking during his May 24 meeting with Pope Francis, the White House told reporters on Friday.

H. R. McMaster, the president’s national security adviser, said the president “looks forward to paying [the pope] his respects and to discussing religious freedom, ways to combat religious persecution, human trafficking and cooperating on humanitarian missions across the globe.”

In addition to a stop at the Vatican, the president’s first overseas trip will include stops in Saudi Arabia and Israel, home to holy sites of Islam and Judaism.

“What President Trump is seeking is to unite peoples of all faiths around the common vision of peace, progress and prosperity,” Mr. McMaster said. “He will bring a message of tolerance and of hope to billions, including to millions of Americans who profess these faiths. The president will focus on what unites us.”

Mr. Trump has faced criticism for vowing to shut down refugee resettlement from seven predominantly Muslim countries, but in Saudi Arabia, the president will “encourage our Arab and Muslim partners to take bold, new steps to promote peace,” Mr. McMaster said. In Israel, Mr. Trump “will reaffirm America’s unshakeable bond to the Jewish state.”

Mr. McMaster said the trip will “broadcast a message of unity to America’s friends and to the faithful of three of the world’s greatest religions.”

“This trip is truly historic. No president has ever visited the homelands and holy sites of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim faiths all on one trip,” he said.

Mr. Trump and Pope Francis have never met, but they have wrangled over issues on which they do not share similar views, such as immigration, refugees and climate change. Mr. Trump said last month that he looks “very much forward to meeting the pope.”

http://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2017/05/12/trump-plans-discuss-religious-freedom-human-trafficking-pope-francis
Pope says he will not pre-judge Trump, will seek common ground.

Gerard O'Connell May 13, 2017

Pope Francis speaks with journalists aboard his flight from Portugal to Rome May 13 - CNS photo/Paul Haring 
“I never judge someone without listening to him,” Pope Francis said tonight when asked about the policies of U.S. president Donald J. Trump that are diametrically opposed to his own views on the questions of building walls, welcoming immigrants and tackling climate change, and what he expects from the meeting with Mr. Trump on May 24.

In a press conference that lasted more than 30 minutes on the return from Fatima to Rome, a relaxed Pope Francis responded to all 10 questions presented to him, including one relating to the resignation of abuse-survivor Marie Collins from the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, and others relating to Medjugorie, Fatima and the future of the dialogue with the Lutherans.

“I never judge someone before I listen to him,” the pope said of Mr. Trump. “I can’t do that. We will talk and things will come up. I will tell him what I think, he will tell me what he thinks, but I have never wanted to judge someone before I listen to the person.”

As for what he expects from his meeting with the U.S. president, Francis responded that “there are always doors that are not completely shut. We need to find the doors that are at least slightly open, get in [there], talk about things [we have] in common, and carry on, step by step.”

He said that friendship and mutual esteem are “artisanal” and “are built day by day, with respect for one another.” He added, “One thinks one way, the other [another way], but one should be honest with what one thinks.”

Asked whether he hoped that President Trump would change his policies on matters such as immigration after their meeting, Francis replied: “That is a political calculus I cannot afford to make. Even on the religious level, I am not one who proselytizes.”

Speaking about Marie Collins’s resignation from the papal commission, Francis began by praising her as “a good woman, a brave woman” who had “explained everything” to him. He said she had “made accusations which have some reason” because “there are many cases” and there is “a delay in dealing [with them].” He explained that some of the problems have to do with “legislation” at the diocesan level, but much progress has been made there. Another problem is that “there are few people” in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to deal with the outstanding cases—around 2,000. “We need more people,” the pope said, and two or three have already been added. He said that the head of the section for discipline has been changed and replaced by “a good, efficient, fine person,” Father John Joseph Kennedy.

He said another problem is that bishops sometimes send dossiers on abuse cases to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith that are incomplete and have to be sent back to be properly done. He revealed that the possibility of having continental tribunals (such as in Latin America) to enable the local churches to deal with abuse cases in a more effective way.

Furthermore, he said, there are situations where an accused priest lodges an appeal after a negative judgment has been made against him. Francis said he has a right to such an appeal and to have a lawyer to assist him; to ensure that accused priests are given fair trials. Francis said, he has set up a second tribunal to hear the appeals. He explained that this second tribunal is separate from the ones that first judged accused priests and said that he has appointed as its president Archbishop Charles Scicluna, whom he described “an indisputable authority in combatting abuse.”

Reports have circulated in the media and other circles in recent months claiming that Pope Francis is “soft” toward some priest who have been judged guilty of sexual abuse by competent church tribunals. Some have alleged that he reversed judgments against such priests. Francis tonight left no doubt on this important question, emphasizing, “I have never signed a pardon.”

These are rough translations by the author, including rapid summaries that are subject to revision once an official text is made available by the Vatican.  
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Search for common ground will be key to pope's meeting with Trump 
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U.S. President Donald Trump and Pope Francis are seen in this composite photo. The two leaders are scheduled to meet at the Vatican May 24. (CNS photos/Reuters and Paul Haring) See POPE-TRUMP-EXPECTATIONS May 24, 2017.

· Salvadoran cardinal-designate dedicates appointment to Blessed Romero
· Tackle jobs gap caused by today's tech revolution, pope tells experts
· Pope: Christians without tenderness, respect are serpents who divide
· Irish president gives Pope Francis symbolic 'climate bell'
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Despite a few pointed comments in the past and fundamental differences on issues such as immigration, economic policy, military spending and climate change, sparks are not expected to fly May 24 when Pope Francis welcomes U.S. President Donald Trump to the Vatican.

The two will have a private conversation, with interpreters present, and while anything is possible, protocol dictates that the joint statement issued after the meeting will describe it as "cordial."

Going into the meeting, Pope Francis made it clear he hoped it would be.

On Pope Francis' flight back to Rome from Portugal May 13, a reporter asked him, "What are you expecting from a meeting with a head of state who seems to think and act in a way contrary to your own?"

The pope replied, "I never make a judgment about people without hearing them first. It is something I feel I should not do. When we speak to each other, things will come out. I will say what I think; he will say what he thinks. But I have never, ever, wanted to make a judgment without hearing the person."

Pope Francis said he would look first for areas of agreement and shared principles -- his basic recipe for creating "a culture of encounter."

"There are always doors that are not closed," the pope said about his meeting with Trump. "We have to find doors that are at least a little open in order to go in and speak about things we have in common and go forward. Step by step."

The key, he said, is "respect for the other, saying what we think, but with respect, walking together. Someone sees things in a certain way: say so, be honest in what each of us thinks."

Honesty, even if not completely diplomatic, characterized a couple of pointed remarks Pope Francis and then-presidential candidate Trump made in reference to the other's positions.

Flying in February 2016 to Rome from Mexico, where he had just paid homage to people who have lost their lives trying to cross into the United States, Pope Francis was asked about candidate Trump's promise to build a wall the entire length of the border.

"A person who thinks only of building walls, wherever it may be, and not of building bridges, is not Christian," the pope said. He added that he would not tell anyone how to vote and that he would "have to see if he said these things, and thus I will give him the benefit of the doubt."

Trump responded by saying that the Mexican government had given Pope Francis only "one side of the story" and was "using the pope as a pawn."

Also, he said, "for a religious leader to question a person's faith is disgraceful. I am proud to be a Christian and as president I will not allow Christianity to be consistently attacked and weakened, unlike what is happening now."

Efforts to protect freedom of conscience for employers and health-care workers and the need to defend religious freedom are likely to be a starting point for finding common ground. 

A discussion about religious persecution could open the door to Pope Francis restating his conviction of the moral obligation to welcome strangers, especially those fleeing persecution, terrorism, war and abject poverty.

Protecting the unborn is another common concern and would provide an opening for Trump to talk about his Supreme Court nominee and his steps to halt funding of abortions overseas. It also would give Pope Francis an opening to talk about the protection of all life -- especially the weakest -- with health care, education, job opportunities and a clean environment where people can thrive.
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Pope says will be 'sincere' with Trump at Vatican meeting

Pope Francis speaks to reporters as he flies back to Rome following the visit at the Holy Shrine of Fatima in Portugal May 13, 2017. REUTERS/Tiziana Fabi/Pool 

By Philip Pullella | ABOARD THE PAPAL PLANE 

Pope Francis said on Saturday he would be "sincere" with U.S. President Donald Trump over their sharp differences on subjects such as immigration and climate change when the two hold their first meeting at the Vatican later this month.

But the pope also told reporters aboard a plane returning from Portugal that he would keep an open mind and not pass judgement on Trump until first listening to his views at their meeting on May 24.

"Even if one thinks differently we have to be very sincere about what each one thinks," Francis said in a typically freewheeling airborne news conference.

"Topics will emerge in our conversations. I will say what I think and he will say what he thinks. But I have never wanted to make a judgement without first listening to the person."

The pope's meeting with Trump could be potentially awkward given their diametrically opposed positions on immigration, refugees and climate change, which he told reporters on the plane "are well known".

Last year, in response to a question about then-candidate Trump's views on immigration and his intention to build a wall along the U.S. border with Mexico, Francis said a man with such views was "not Christian".

Trump, who grew up in a Presbyterian family, shot back saying it was "disgraceful" for the pope to question his faith.

SEEKING COMMON GROUND

The two men also disagree strongly about climate change.

Trump signed an executive order dismantling Obama-era environmental legislation.

Francis has made defence of the environment a key plank of his papacy, strongly backing scientific opinion that global warming is caused mostly by human activity.

Still, Francis said he was willing to find common ground with Trump.

"There are always doors that are not closed. We need to find the doors that are at least partly open, go in, and talk about things we have in common and go forward, step by step," he said.

Trump will visit the Vatican during a tour of the Middle East and Europe that will also include a meeting in Sicily of the leaders of the Group of Seven leading economies.

The pope is a head of state as well as being leader of the world's 1.2 billion Roman Catholics. Such meetings allow for an exchange of views on world affairs and a chance for the pope to encourage ethical solutions to world problems.

About 21 percent of Americans, or 70 million people, are Catholic. Washington has had full diplomatic relations with the Vatican since 1984, when President Ronald Reagan saw Pope John Paul, a Pole, as a crucial ally against communism.

(Reporting By Philip Pullella; Editing by Gareth Jones)
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