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Revamped shelter tohelp assistareahomeless .ceterans
': , • • • - • .' ..' • - '. • ~ • ".' • : I , .' _.' • .,_" " • .' • • • ~. ,

, By Susan Norman . ':_ regional veterans agencies,' and
snormanssbarrowjoumal.com - : . .began'raising money.' ,~, ',- ,
" . 'On Jan. 31, the board hosted'

'Wl1l:der'spniyhomeless shelter" a flag-raising ceremony to unark
for men' now has anew name and _ the facility's new identitr as the
focus.;' __ . - __ . -. Northeast 'Georgia" Homeless
. ':After, losing' city-funding in .. Veterans Shelter; ":: , _,'
'2011-,the shelter's executivedirec- . With ahandfulof.homelessvets
tor, 'Fawn Alexander, 'asked' a . .looking on, the Rev. Usia Lyons of

-retired U'S. Army veteran to help Temple of Glory Church in Wirid~r,
her transform The Light. Homeless '-opened the event with prayer; .' '-.-

.'SheltefOriKing~tlh~tin~o.~ne·that.-· .Druscilla Gregg -of the Barrow
·;Pri¥i~y'W01IlA,~:·Ser.vehomeless c. Regional Medical Cehter AUxiliary
,:'niilitaiy veterans; ..:, ::< ' ... , _ ;~eIl:p'r~sent~d to Lloyd ~.~ew, .: -;' _' - CEREMONY' :- ". ',. ',. ',,-',' ,.: "'.
;';-:-Nonrt~::~ioXd- a$r~e{t':to;help ·Ame.ric;~f1ag that ,her, gro~p. had ','As other members 'look ,on,:Norma~ '~Joyd) c~~~rmariorthe"b'oard of the
'c::stabli~h'theJ~~!lity'~~the,region's ,. purcbasec1~and ~loY4.handed itoff ' Northeast Georgia Homeless Vete~ans..-S~elt~r,::,-!ip~alq)"during'the}an •
•.,oilly:s~elt~r:fOr holIleles;sjTeterans. •to.a member of the .Wmder-B,arr()~ .31 flag-presentation, ceremony, Board ~embe~,pi~tllr~d.Jeft- to fig~t are '.
,ande.plist~~.;t~~::.~uPP0rt:·of b,thers. .,'J.U~hSchool JRarC~Color Gu~d .: Randy Simonette, Sh.aronand ~i~hard Kohus,·~amie:Key~andLloyd._l'lot
i\Vho·Jo~ed-aboardor,4irei;:tors' team. . ." pictured are board members ~irk' Fletcher andFawnA~exander, who. did
-'lris,t'year,"irlade .connectionswith, ":] S.ee Shelter 00 Page 2A not attend the ceremony. ',' . '.. . . .. " .'.;Photo by Susan Normen
: ::~.~ '.',:.:.~., :.~~ ~,: .:·_,~.:..:_.'::\,I:: .:·~·<': ·i· .. :,:: .. ~..:: .., '; ,.-., :-j'". . ". :. <.. '. '. :" ..
".,'-:';' .'.



:: . ·,.:·l'_·
" ...

.'. ' .. ,.·Shelter 'continued rromJA:' . .,.. . •..... .--
l

In a precision drill, the stu- .
· dent soldiers carefully unfurled
the flag 'and raised it on a new

· ·flagpolfL. W'BHS' student Anne •
· Doriscar .sang. .the ,National ):.
· .Anthem.Nearby. was: the high ::~
· .school's' principal.. AI Darby,':
·.who was beaming..: ':"::": ':.'.' "
... "Theflag was-raised 'ollIy'~'to'

·.'.half-staff' in honor. of the late
>,"."

·'Charlie:Eberhart,who;had;died . .'.
:the,previous day after a iengthy,.·.": '.::, .'.::.-'. SPECIA~ GU~S'!·S". '~::: ...'
-Jllness. He'not onlywasalong-. ,.'.Attel1dingtheJ~n. 31,,flagraisinQ, CE:iremony in addition'
·:-time·.Winder counctlman-but. .to. the :WBHS \JROTC Color Guard and shelter board.
:' also was a supporter of:the .. :memberS;.w~re the Rev.' Usia~Lyon~;; former mayor .:
. shelter, thatis.onlyblocks away {:John Mobley,':WBHS, principal AI Darby, WBHS'senior;: .

..:;from Eberhart.S, SonMortuary, /~,.An·neDoiiscar;·.Barrow County qhalnberof Commerce. ';
'. Standing at-attention, during;'president ,Tom.,-ty "JenJliE)gs,~,,$rads~one . Eve'rarct '.ot;.

·ithe.ceremony-with _~:eir;bands,the..'Georgia Deparbnellt·of. Labor,' Barry Bums· of th~"
.' in salutes: Of: over: their .hearts, ..' .Georgia ..Department of,Vot$rans' S arvlces and' mayor:.·..·:
.were r;mqst of the, ,shelter's.-. ··David Maynard. '. , .. ,::·:.~"'~:·:Phot.)'bY Susaii:'Norman ..-:
board members: Jamie Keyes, ..";' .. " : .', ' .. ":'.:"'.~'::''''',::; ,:·,i\'.:.,::' ..:,\ .. :
a veterans .advocatewho serves· ,.:;; - .... . .':::,' .<:' .,',": ,:: . .::'.<);...... .

• # ~ 'I .•.. " . < ~ •••••••• • - • '. • - .' :.' ':" : •• " - '. • • , .' .' ••••• ~ • • " '. • .' .' • _. • .- ~

..orr the .board .~ofthe-Georgia. .found the',' shelter "~kinda"by:' :free)sti'qi. for "thosemea-are :'.':
·Jail . Diversioai.andv'Irauma. . accident:' : . . .: ::;'~'; :::"·ii~it~d·;t~ Clne:Week. ... ' :
.Recovery ProgJ,'aIn, for y~te~~.;.: He was placed inai'doirl~th:.>''tWe: idt :aside '10 fo~.indi- ~i

'. ansi.Richard. Kohu.~;.:a J~ti.re4;i:,;,tlireeothei men, ;' :. :.:." ....' ·..·..':,.~::':':.-·gents,··:nid",being' 'a:'--',Christian .' i

;,fir~figbte~. and ~OIt.imanderl.of. :;i'Ii"'~'J'heroom where rm,$tayirig<;organizHion, there'-.is no way I
:,~e ~~~ri~~~. Legion 'J;'_,:~!;?~.?L, .;ilt pte.U,v good/·)le. ~IDq.."l.~~$r:,:':!·J~:th~,U'9.~]4.Jq~t~Jcould .s~y '"j
W· ider; S'li"" ·v:·h·"····· ·._.:..;:.:.1 •.•· ,.-:,,;H ..,( 1 .... " ......•.•f!..•,)I ;·'r!".t;).!I.· ld'! "f",~I""" 11•.. ····::'··"·~··':·h..!l·..·-'" ;

• < • :.l~ ,er; aron ;,n.,O us, .<pre~l;,·~;;of·.the',peon e areresnecffuJ.'-:~:;;,,;.:1> can t.: ,.nDO'vJde~you.:,§ e t~r,.' .:..• " - .•. c•.•• , .' ..•. < ··l-Jj.t~ •• ·1 ••~ •• ~);, -!L." • .;- .t··••.lf~.· ..: •.;I:"'.r..~.~" .:~~..•....~ ",~".,;."""""""",,,,,,,,,,,,,:,,,.,,,,,!,-·tr~ ..•••~_.•-..•,~·t~··..P •• """" ~:-:'·~:'i .... r: ...~:'..,·;f..: •.-I
~~theW.9meri'sAUXiUary;-·: :hiive'.been t6l(i"tsnore.~.~_ .~2~.LIOYd..sHd.;~13ut.we'haveftQ'piitf'~1
/~~~~~'."t.~~~~~~;:~'f:?sr~1:.':~}~;!i~Bo~;~~W~i~yeaf~i¥~t'd~y·~~·r~l(~~y~itfd~:~?·S~·Yv~?;·/1
·~53; , and. Randy Simonette,', a :·'.£ormer 'Marine ,'·froni'.'Eastman; '.are not l ret{~ians~'.'~,.:'::'. ",_~,"::.1
,.10~year'ArrForce,tet~rail~h~'/?ent~red .the: shelter a !:~onth '., .Because ~~,o{·th'e:' tr~sient,:.
, .•..• , . . . • .• ~.... • • • +-.' . ,.f: ,.' . .' ': :. _'. < •• ' .' •• " • ' ".' .' .'..' < '.:~:

.••~ow v..:()~ksiIl:~~pr1Vat~ s~ctor-:b¢fore the ceremony, He: is ,seJf", naturecf. all: three popi11a~ons".·
'Board member Kirk Fletc:h~i,.a, 'iempi<?yed,'"l:>llt:)ifter:' a ro~l'll::;-·psing. Ule":shen~r,··ther.e::.hiuntt:,

"Naval Academy :graduate,'.v.r~ili.:~~,~ateAeft .an Atlifi1ta:'~p~'eilt :1"b~~naproblemof the beds' fill;" .']
.10.years.of U.S, MarineCorps ... 'they shared: he .couldno 16n':' :-' lrig up. ," '. ". ',~, . ',"

: service, was unable, t? attend, . ger afford: the rent. ,He found ~.. "It's i iand .o~t,"Lloyd, said.' J
Also absent. was.l\lexamler, .. Winder's 'shelter through "ari:>" "PUlldi ng::"for Jlie .slt~Her~s':':

.:who remains the' shelter's exec- Iitt~metsekch.·.', "".". ,.; ·"·;·•.~'·opeiati"cin's··is "'~ei'y "'iimited:,;::
·utive directoranda board mem- .' "I put ip 'homeless :veteran .. Lloyd : said the' . .organlzation :>
'.:ber, but works full time' man-, ...' .shelters, nearLawrenceville.t" '.•"receives n6~fundirigfor housing: ":

aging the Winder Community ··,h~· said, ,noting . ~~t·;he,:found ..:;.veterans " The. stale'S' .re-entry ,
,Center.:'" .'. ":"J' '. ,:: ·:.;.~n~'~';~IT('.hf;~~Htip_~:!lrith~t citv~'"I ,nrOPT:lm ·ri!rl1vidp_<i,·:fnTuHnP'· 'for...'



. Among 'the, community ..called here and was fortunate . a maxir mm: of three'monthsl
.' leaders at the'ceremo~{\were~::enouih toget Pastor:'·Fawll;on.·\:for, eacliiof' its~p·articipants .
.'Winder mayor David Maynard, . the phone," '. ':;~"';'" ~>";i~/The'bdH4::ilso, raises money"
.fcrmer mayor John. Mobley, . Bowen; 'said BuIns"c~e, to,/tlrrough grants, Iocalfundrais-"

'. and Barrow, County. Chamber the .shelter and told him. about '.'~:'ers and f rom churches. . ": :":
•. of C?mmerce pre~ident To.mmy,. ,':a. $.1.50.0. .v~terans. ~~#~~irig.:..••-; TIle 01ganization i~registered ':'\
· Jennings. . . .. . Assistance .Programgrant..Hevasa 501c(3) not-for-profit and

.' Also' lending" support were .applied in hopes of bec~ming a,' donation) 'are tax deductible.. ' :
representatives ;ofregional'realestate agent. ·:'>':.·:'~<:',;Alexa:,lder", an ' honorably"

· offices that provide. other set-. . While he' expects tobeabIl~··.dis(.harg(:d, veteran of the U.S~ .
" vices tl)' veterans .. 'After . the .to relocate tomore peIJri~ent:'~-Army with six years of service, .:
:"ceremony ,'they . stressed the. housing in a coupleofmo~thsl',:saj.d she: spleased with the new •
.' value of the Winder .facility in.. Bowen said his curren(~IiViron~. direction of the shelter that/she .

a regionthat bas no othersuch_~ent is positive.' , , . <,,:-,:··openedil2006. . ' ,
facilities for homeless veterans.' . "It's very: cleanasfar .as a ".: ,"The, words .' 'veteran' and -
: '''Gre'at~'great, great,greatis. .homeless shelter is concerned,' ~ "hoinele~s' should never be in
'all i can' say,t~'said ,Gladst<?ne' . he said. "It's stIuctiIred,so·.· the.same sentence," she ·sai~..

, Ev~i-ard, .an .,employ~ent rep- ".people can get back •.'on .their .... "As '~incontinue to build and
resentativewho helps veterans feet: find benefits and .move ".understandavailable services to
'fin'd jobs andobiiiiri training." JOrWatd:t" ,< veterans; 'we foresee aIarger
'~:',",i wish: we had more like this, " Lloyd said having a :mailing ..' 'inifuber of them in our region . i

specifically. for veterans:" he'addn~ss: is necessary forveter- coming .iere-There are' a loti,.
said. "There is someone here '. ans toreceive benefits.' .. of home less veterans in thiS:

j:to· help them. I think thisds .. "We have lived in a tradition 'region. They just don't know
•'excellent." . '" of. overlooking ,the homeless, we're here yet, We need to get
.:. Barry .Burns, .a .case man~ . veterans," he said. "When they networked in so any horne-
'~ageratthe Georgii:rDepartni.enttaIkabout'aveterans'home like less. veterans in the. Northeast'
,cofe'Veterans' 'Services office "a Navalhorne, that's a regular' iGeorgia area 'cantap into our
···in Athens.jsaid-all-he has-to .. 'home:fqr'tbem'-" likeahospi- services." . ,,".
"do t6'phicea .homeless.vet 'af: (tal.Ihit'fohhe transient popula- Board . rn'eni~er Richard'.
/the' Winder. sheIteris; "make 'a:: '-tl0ny6u~ould haveto come up, Kobus ag reed: .. . '
, 'phone call." ..': -> '.";\vith·~~:h&meless'shelter. It's a "There should never ,be a, i
· He alsovisits ',the shelter to, -: 'shame'it 'hasn't been done'herehomelessveteran in this conn- I
: assess the veterans,' needs' and ',befori:(now in Barrow County.- try,and' ~~e'regoing to try our> '
__'to helpth~m.a~ce~sserVices~ "Weareg~ing to spearhead this" best to getit to go nationwide."
: he said. ,c: '. .' .". ' "effoit~.. ..".,. ...' ': he said. '\}et these shelters built, l
: -.~Oh.....the>'day ::of'·f1.£g~riiis- < 'Whil~the'-shelter's top prior- .. and get these people .:off the " :

· ing cerern0I.1y.'::the· .:she.It,er.. oitYisto,:provide'tran.sitional . streets and out of the woods .. .:'
:' ticiusi.d :five,veter~s;·'9ne •.,~ .. 'ho1,lsing'for military veterans, They ,live:I in tentswhen they
f 48-y@'~o~d,AkPorceveteran,: ',tJ1e"'facility:does continue to ,,were' supporting '.this country.:
:,'bad fp.~nd<hisyi?ly/~ere the;'seiVe as' a. place, 'where men, They shouldn't. have to live in .
'pievRU.s nigh.t.~,>·':,'.' .)~/:.: ..-: ' " recently-released from Geo.rgici, tents now. ',:. ;.' .
·" , ~'''W!at does' it mean, to be prisonstcan ..re-enter 'society.
·!1ere,?"~es,~d -.:'~t;m~an.s}~ave;'. , Onlythose ,~ith .~o history of
'·hope. I'feel ~fe'this:~s:'a v.ety, .violen] ,~r: sexual crimes are
·'safe environment. Itferrunds'" .admitted, .Ana' since' there is
'. m'e:6fwheih l!vecFin:dorms on' . ':no other l~calho'melessshelter
· '!he base. Mayne r can:g~t·he.ip .. :'ioimeh in Winder, .Lloyd said
-finding ajob opportunify.Lhave" "th~~'board'spolicy is to 'allow

• mort;(ho-pe now, 'Ii's -good," . Don-military homeless men to .'
c .,' He said he had never applied .'.occupy up to 10 of the shelter's
,Jor: any veterans'<benefits- and'; 25 beds on any night, though
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