'Revamped shelter to he]p asszst area homeless Uetérans

By Susan Norman . , =

.snorman@barrowjournal.com -

.'W”mder-’s only homeless shelter™
- for men now has a new name and- e

: _focus

_ After. losing cxty fundmg in =
2011 the shelter’s executive direct- -

‘tor, Fawn Alexander, asked ‘a
retired U.S. Army veteran’ to help

;her transform The Light Homeless'
* Shelter i on ng Street mto onethat

serve homeiess -
- then. presented 10: Lloyd a.mew <
Arnerican flag that hef group had

primarily would-
.}mzhtazy vetérans.

; Norman Lloyd agreed to - help.
estabhsh the fac;hty as the region’s -
_ I homeless veterans -
“and enlisted ‘th e supporf of others -

“only shelter’

'f-who formed- a board " of - directors

__’__.regzonai veterans agencu:s and_
| '.began raising money.’ - '

On Jan. 31, the board hosted»
a ﬁag~ralsmg ceremony to mark -

the facility’s new identity as the . f ‘

Northeast Gcorg:a
Vcterans Shelter.

~ With a handful of homeiess vets'. e
Jooking ¢n, the Rev. Us;a Lyons of &2
Temple of Glory Church in Winder, [E
-. opened the event w1th prayer.. ...
Drusczlla Gregg of the Barrow - |32

Regzonal Medical Center Auxiliary

purchased, and Lioyd handed it-off

‘to a member of the Winder-Barrow.
'ngh Schoal JROI‘C Color Guard
team P
".la t year made connecti_‘ns w1th_._'f_; Lo

See Shelter on Page 2A

H.Om.ciess' &

cenemom(

2 As other members iook on, Norman' Lloyd chamnan of the board of the

' Northeast Georgia Homeless Veterans Shelter, speaks durmg ‘the - Jan.’
31 flag- presentation ceremony. Board members plctured left to nght are -
’..’Randy Simonette, Sharon and R[chard Kohus, Jam;e Keys and Lioyd. Not
- pictured are board members Klrk Fietcher and Fawn Aiexander, who did
_ not attend the ceremony ' '

- Photo by Susan Norman



 Shelter confinued fom 1A

~ In a precision drill, the stu--

 dent soldiers carefully unfurled

‘the flag -and raised it on a new [

 flagpole. WBHS student Anne . 'l

Doriscar “sang . the . National
. Anthem. Nearby was the high -
‘ school $ prmmpa] Al Darby,’ "

~ who was beaming.

~The flag whas. raased only 0 [
half~staff in honor .of the late |

Chaﬁze Eberhart, who had died .

the previous day after a lengthy. .

-1ilness. He not only was along-.:
time Winder councilman - but:.
“also was' z supporter of -the
_shelter. that is. only blocks away <.
.. from Eberhart & Son Mortuary. -
Standing at attention; during -
:ha ceremony,-with their. hands .

- in salutes or. over: their hearts,
-were - most _c_mf the - shelter’s -

‘board members: Jamie Keyes, .
a veterans advocate: who serves

.on the board /of the-Georgia :
JJail DiVﬂI’bi{)ﬂ _.and  Trauma.
—Recovery: Program _for . veter- .
- ans;. Richard. Kehus, ret:red

ﬁreﬁghter and commanden of_ .

the Amencan Legmn Post 53 in

----------

JM*&”\%@L’«B S‘A‘ .?uhary ' 'have: bggg told T snore. L

*"'x‘n’h

RN,

=or ' ,:bst

.,,;,m-year Air Force veteran whn

. now werks iy the pnvate sector;

Board member Kirk Fletcher, 2.,
"Naval Academy graduate 'with "
10 years.of U.S, Marine Corps. -
service, was unable to attend.
“Also absent was A}exander,

. who remains the sheiter s exec-’

.....

utive director and & board mem-

“'ber, but works full ‘time man- .-
- aging the ‘Uﬁndar Commumty
- Center.. ERE ‘

PANRRT . SPEGIAL GUES'I"S' “ o
Attendmg the Jan. 31-flag raising c¢ ~remony in addztmn‘
to.the WBHS JROTC Color Guard and shelter board -
memhers were the Rev. Usia’ i..yi s, former mayor
~John Mobley, WBHS principal Al Darby, WBHS senior *
«Anne Doriscar, Barrow County Chamber of Commerce' [
spresident Tommy Jennings,- Gladstone Everard: ‘of
“the Georgia Department of Labor, Barry Burns of the "

. Georgia. Department of Veterans Services and mayor
ST Phot:a !:»y Susan Norman .

Damd Maynard

found the" shelter “Lmda byt;.?’

accxdent i _
- He was. placed 1n a room ’Wlﬁl
three other men.

- *“The room Where I’Vm étaymg 5

is pretty good " he.said: “Most

f.the’ people are”feéi:bctful

°1':-?w; PRy Ui

entered the shelter a “month

before the ceremony He'is self- |
employed, . but after a xoam-—f_:':
. mate. Jeft an Atlanta apartment,-‘
they shared, he. could no lon-
. ger aﬁord the rent. He found
Winder's shelter rhmugh an‘:
L :'operatzc ns
'Lloyd said  the orgamzanonf-f'
+ receives no-funding for housing! -

“veterans, The state’s re-entry
_ nraeram -nrovided - fandine for.”

Intemet search pligl

““T put in ‘homeless veteran

29

“ghelters ' near Lamencevxﬂa,

he sa1c1 notmg that ‘he founé.i.:

an mich faciliies in that citv“T

_ : ezth Bowen, a 51-year~01d:
.53;" and. Randy Smlﬁﬂeﬁe ‘A, fonner Marine' frofy ‘Bastman,

‘free sta y/& for those men- are x
~Timited' 10 one;’ week. P

""f“We et aside - 10 for indl-

gams, ‘nd bemg ‘a" Chnsnan

orgamzc tion - there \is no way -
in: the world that I could say ..

1. ‘provide . you
N_‘N;I..}cyd*s. id. “But wq }mve io put 7

day limi Sof se\?en for’ those WhO
_._jareizot 1 ete*rans‘ ORI RS

Becai se of the trans:enh
nature ¢f all three. populauons,;._ |

) 'usmg the 'shelfer; theré, hasn’t;’:g,
"""becn a ;;roblem of the heds ﬁli-'_'- '_

“ing up.

“IPs iy amd out,” Lloyd said.”
*Fundi ng. for _tlie’ “shelter’s ™
18 vefy Imuted - .




- Among ‘the” cdmmﬁnity
) Ieaders at the ceremony: 'were

. former mayor John Mobley,
. and Barrow County ‘Charber

'_ of Commerce premdent Tommy, "

 Jennings. -

- Also lendmg sugport were'

representanves of regional

offices that provide, other ser-
" vices to veterans.. After the’
_ceremony _ they stressed ‘the
~ value of the Winder, facﬂxty in.
a region that has no other such
- facilities for homeless veterans.

' “Grecev great great, great is

ail I ca - sqy,” said Gladstonﬂ‘

,Evemrd an employment rep-

résentative who helps veterans_,_

_ ﬁnd gobr and obtain trammg

. “T wish we had more like. thls,_
N spccxﬁcdiy for veterans,” he

said. “There is someone here
to-help them. I thmk t}ns s
C'gxcellent” .

... Bamy Burns, a case man-
__'fager at the Georgia Department

phone call” i

. He also- vxsxts' thé sheiter to

- assess the veterans needs and
. to help them access semces
he said.. '

.-On the: day of ﬂag-rals-ﬂ}
shelter_
" hougd five veterans ‘One,’a
 48-yrar-old: Alr- Force vcteran,:'
“ had found: his - way there the.-'

ing ceremony,. . -the"

- previws night.

| «{hat does’ it mean 1o be'
. here¥"he said. “Tt means I have:
"ht}pe I fadel like’ thls is a very
- safe environment. It remmds"
" frieof when'I lived-in dorms oh
 the base. Maybe T can get help:
'ﬁndmg a job opportunity: Thave' "“the “boatd’s ‘policy is to allow
" non-military homeless men to
~occupy up to 10 of the shelter’s
. 25 beds on any night, though

- more hopf' now. It’s: ‘good: i

He said he had never apphed

-’_:for any veterans” benefits and-

~ called here and was fommate"f_
v‘r_':'encugh to ‘get Pastar Fawn '
- 'Winder mayor David Maynard '

the phone

. Bowen ‘said Bums ‘carie . to
'the sheltér and told him: about -
a $1,500 Veterans Retrammg
Assistance’ Program ‘grant. Fef;f-;
_applied in hopes of becommg a’
-teal estate agent. | Ui o

-~ While he expects to e abie
to relocate o more permanent. -
- - said she ' s pleased with the new -
direction of the shelter that. sha. .
" -opened i1 2006. .

housmg in 4 couple of nonths,

. Bowen said his current envzron— "
“ment is positive. - ~_.

“It’s ‘very. clean as’ far s d -
) homeless she!ter is concemed i
- he said.
. people car get back of their -
- understand zvailable services to
‘veterans, we foresee a larger

“It’s structured )

feet, ﬁnd benefits and move
fcrwar :

Lloyd sald haﬁng a‘mailing - -

address is necessary for veter-

" ans to receive benefits..

- “We have lived in a tradition

of oveﬂdﬁking the homeless.
veterans,” he said. “When they
‘talk abiout 4 veterans’ home like
of “ Veterans ‘Services. office "
:in Athens, said -all he has-to
".do {0 place. a homeless vet at'f
" the: Winder. she]tcrr IS “make a“f

a Naval home, that’s a regular
‘home for them - like a hospi-

'tal. Bt for the transient popula-
tton you: would haye to come up |
iwith g, homeiess shelfer. It's 2
2 'shame’ 1t hasn t been done here
- ‘before’ now in Barrow County.-
CWe are’ gmng to. sPearhead this’
- eﬁ’ort“ R _
Wlule the sheitcr s top prior-
: 1ty is . to- provxde ‘transitional .

housing for’ military veterans,

“the' faczlxty ‘does continue to
_;serve as ‘a- placc ‘where men .
" recently: released from Georgnta"

anOI‘iS .Can - re»enter SOClet}'

_Only ‘those wzth 1o %ustory of
violent or: sexual crimes’ are |
f',?adrmtted ‘And since there is
"'no other Tocal homeless shelter
““for men in Winder, Lloyd said

a maxirwm of threé ‘months
for. eacll of its - participants.:

“The' bozrd ‘also raises money '
-through grants; local fundrais-
-ers and from churches.

* The o1ganization i registered
as a 501c(3) not-for-profit. and ‘

. donations are tax deductible.
- Alexander, ‘
discharged veteran of the U.S,

an  honorably -

‘Army with six years of service, .-

“The " words - veteran and J

‘homaiess should never be in
-.the same sentence.” she said. -

“Ag wi: continue to build and |

number of them in our region -
coming 1ere. ‘There are a lot

" of homeless veterans in this .
region. ‘They just don’t know -

we're hese yet. We need to get
networked in so any home-
less vetewans in the Northeast -
Georg:a wea can tap into our -
services. -

‘Board -

member Rlchard":

'Kohus agreed.

“There shou}d ‘never be a .
homeless veteran in ﬂus coun-
try, and 1ve’re going to try our -

© best to get it to go nationwide,”

. he said. *“ 3et these shelters built -
"and get these.people’ off the
.streets and out of the woods, .-

They | livel in tents when they '

_were supjorting this country.’ -

They sho tldn t have to hve in -

--tents HUW
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