
  

John 13:34-35 KJV  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.  (35)  By this shall all men know that ye are my disci-
ples, if ye have love one to another. 
 

John 14:15-16 KJV  If ye love me, keep my commandments.  (16)  And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 
1 John 3:18 KJV  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 
truth 

 

The English Word “Love” is used in the our English New Testament,  180 times in 157 verses of Scripture. 
The English Word “Love” is used in the our English Old Testament,  131 time in 124 verses of Scripture. 
 

● It has been said that there are (4) basic kind of love with words to describe them: 
 

S torge  - Storge is the natural bond between mother and infant, father, children, and kin. William Bar-

clay states, "We cannot help loving our kith and kin; blood is thicker than water" (N.T. Words, 1974). 
  

P hilia - Phileo love is a love of the affections. It is delighting to be in the presence of another, a 
warm feeling that comes and goes with intensity. The Bible encourages it but it is never a direct com-

mand. God never commands phileo since this type of love is based on the feelings. God Himself did not phileo 
the world but rather operated in agape love towards us. I cannot have a warm tender feeling toward an enemy 
but I can agape love them.  
 

E ros  - A word that was not actually used in the New Testament but was alluded to. It meant physical passion; 

its gratification and fulfillment. The Greek word is probably not used in the New Testament because the origin of 

the word came from the mythical god Eros, the god of love. It is inferred in many scriptures and is the only kind of love 

that God restricts to a one-man, one-woman relationship within the bounds of marriage (Heb. 13:4; Song 1:13; 4:5-6; 7:7-

9; 8:10; 1 Cor. 7:25; Eph. 5:31).  
 

A gape - Agape love is God's kind of love. It is seeking the welfare and betterment of another re-
gardless of how we feel. Agape does not have the primary meaning of feelings or affection. Jesus 

displayed it when he went to the cross and died for you and me regardless of how He felt. In the gospels Je-
sus prayed, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt" (Mt. 
26:39; Mk. 14:36; Lk. 22:41-43; Jn. 18:11). Jesus sought the betterment of you and me, regardless of His feel-
ings. Matthew 7:12 states it this way, "So whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them; for this 
is the law and the prophets"  
 

Agape Love 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 KJV  (1)  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.  (2)  And though I have the gift of proph-
ecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could re-
move mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  (3)  And though I bestow all my goods to feed 
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.  (4)  
Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  (5)  
Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;  (6)  
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  (7)  Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things.  (8)  Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall 
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.  (9)  
For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  (10)  But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away.  (11)  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  (12)  For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I 
am known.  (13)  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. 
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