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Today’s lecture

• AGN luminosity functions and their evolution.

• AGN accretion history and quiescent black holes today.

• The radio-loud/radio-quiet “dichotomy”



The radio luminosity function

Just as in the case of the stellar luminosities of quiescent galaxies,
the radio-loud AGN can be described by a radio luminosity
function. Observationally at low redshift this is well described as a
two-power-law function:
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Here ρ is the number of sources per unit volume per unit luminosity;
P is luminosity; PC and ρ0 are characteristic luminosities and
densities; and α and β are the two power-law indices.





Evolution of the RLF

We have alluded in earlier lectures to the fact that AGN activity was
more common in the past. From redshift surveys of radiosources at
cosmological distances, we measure an evolution in the luminosity
density, i.e. the integral under the RLF. This scales roughly as
(1 + z)3 between z = 0 and z ≈ 2, with conflicting evidence as to
the presence, or steepness, of a turnover at high redshift.

This evolution could be luminosity evolution or density evolution





Accretion history and remnant black holes today

From the known lifetimes of radiosources and the Eddington
mass-doubling time for SMBH accretion, we expect that an
individual AGN episode is only a short fraction of the lifetime of an
individual galaxy. Hence we now have a picture in which most
massive galaxies underwent an AGN phase early in their history.
This implies that there are relic quiescent SMBH’s in the centre of
most galaxies today.







Accretion history contd.

That the quiescent black holes in today’s galaxies are the relics of
AGN activity in the past can be shown by considering the diffuse
high-energy background as measured by satellite, at energies
ranging from UV upwards.

The background high-energy flux which we observe across the sky
is dominated by the individual contributions from AGN emitting at
the epoch of their peak activity, at around z ≈ 2–3.





Accretion history contd.

If we integrate under the X-ray background spectrum, we find that
there is a mean energy density in the local Universe
ε ≈ 10−16Jm−3.

Let us approximate that this energy was all released at z = 2.
Radiation energy density scales as (1 + z)4 so this implies an
energy density at the peak of the quasar era of 81ε.

Using our standard accretion efficiency of 10%, this implies that
there was a mass density in recently-fed black holes of 810ε/c2 at
z = 2. Now, as the Universe expands mass density scales as
(1 + z)3, which means that there will be a mass density in black
holes at the present day equal to 30ε/c2.



Accretion history contd.

Now let us use our numbers: ε ≈ 10−16Jm−3.

This gives us a present-day mass density in relic black holes of
about 3× 10−32 kg m−3.

If we take the mean number density of galaxies today (0.01
Mpc−3) and allow one black hole to inhabit each galaxy, we find a
mean black hole mass per galaxy of 5× 107M�.

Can we see why this is an underestimate?



The radio-loud/radio-quiet dichotomy

Although we now know that even low-luminosity AGN such as
Seyferts have jets, the extraordinarily powerful jets of the most
luminous sources gives rise to a traditional breakdown of AGN into
“radio loud” and “radio quiet” categories.

The classical radiogalaxies and quasars are generally taken to fall
into the radio-loud category, and lower luminosity objects such as
the Seyferts fall into the radio-quiet class.

However the a complication arises in that there seem to be many
objects with the same optical/UV/X-ray properties as the
(radio-loud) quasars, but which lack strong radio jets. To avoid
confusion we shall refer to these as radio-quiet quasars.







The radio-loud/radio-quiet dichotomy

• Dichotomy: Two separate populations with small number of
intermediate cases.

• Correlations: Quasi-thermal emission from the accretion region
and non-thermal emission correlated within each sub-class.

• Radio-quiet but not radio-silent: Radio-quiet objects do have
jets. Superluminal motions have been detected in some
Seyfert galaxies.



But is there really a dichotomy?

• Definitions of radio-loudness: total radio luminosity, extended
radio luminosity; radio/optical flux ratio. All have problems.

• Radio-quiet quasars do have radio emission, but this is difficult
to detect/image at high redshift, and has been missed in
surveys.

• Large, unbiased samples of spectroscopically-selected
quasars now available (e.g. SDSS, 2DF).

• Perhaps a steep luminosity function for jet power.



Host galaxies of radio-loud and radio-quiet AGN





Physics of radio-loudness

• BH mass? Radio-loud AGN seem to be associated with the
most massive galaxies and therefore (via the bulge luminosity -
BH mass correlation) the most massive black holes, but this
cannot be the whole story. Why jets?

• Jet disruption in radio-quiets—but low-power jets are seen.

• BH spin may be required for efficient jet production and
collimation (e.g via Blandford-Znajek). But no solid evidence
yet on BH spin (e.g. from X-ray line profiles).


