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03-22-05

Dear Member & Reader,


Contained with in this document is all the information we have gathered and confermed as period to the 18th Century and the period we portray. Please keep in mind this is a living document. It can, and will be, periodically updated and renewed. Please take this in to consideration as you peruse the document. It is devided into three distinct sections. Section I is an introductory section. It covers the Impression era, Research and Documentation notes, Construstion and Fitting and Tailoring information. Section II covers the different pieces and aspects of the uniform. Section III is devoted to our Distaff. 


Any questions or concerns you may have with the information contained with-in this document, please direct them to the Regimental Commander or Board Of Directors. Any changes or submissions you have please direct them to the Regimental Commander. The Regimental Commander will form a committee to organize and look over your information and then submit it to the membership for approval consideration. 

The date above shows the last time this document was updated by the Commander, Board of Directors and the Membership of the two departments of the 42d. Royal Highland Regiment of Foot Grenadier Coy. 1776. The official Copy of this document will be; a. the one with the most recent date, b. the document on file with the JAG officer & Regimental Commander. For any official use, the two in the possession of the JAG & Regimental Commander will be referenced. We encourage and welcome all constructive input and information.

Most Respectfully,

Yr. Mst. Humb. & Ob’t. Svt.

The members of:

42d. Royal Highland Regiment of Foot,

Grenadier Coy. (NWTA 2d. Battalion British Brigade)
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IMPRESSION

WE represent the Grenadier Company of the 42nd Foot, The Royal Highland Regiment, as they would have appeared in winter camp, New York, in October of 1776.  Our Camp Impression is that of the Regiment December 17th through January 19TH OF “76” “77” While in winter garrison around Providence R.I. Our issue uniform has not been modified, but shows the rigors of both a long sea voyage and of participation in the New York area campaigns.

The original Grenadier Company, under the command of Captain/Lt. John Peebles, arrived in New York Harbor aboard the transport H.M.S. Thames, in July of 1776.  Upon landing, the Company was brigaded with the Grenadier of the 71st Highland Regiment to form the 4th Grenadier Battalion.  Both companies were double strength, which is to say that each had (on paper) 100 men as opposed to the usual 50.  At the time of our impression, pay vouchers indicated that the Grenadier Company had a real strength of 86 enlisted men, musicians included.  Due to the poor condition of the men of the 71st, the 4th Grenadier Battalion was disbanded and the 42nd Grenadiers attached to the 3rd Battalion.  At the termination of action in the New York area, the company was returned to the Regiment, but was shortly put on outpost duty at Bordentown.  This was our station at the time of our impression.
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RESEARCH NOTES

In order to facilitate the reading and understanding of the research, each item of clothing and equipment will be treated individually.  It will be noted, it is hoped, that the sources noted do not comprise the totality of the Unit’s research in the area.  Citations have been chosen, usually, for their ready availability.  For example, Strachen is used as a good source for royal warrants and official documents.  Whenever possible, obscure or unavailable sources have been avoided, as this is intended to clarify rather than to dazzle.  The only “rare” item cited is the diary of John Peebles, which is available on microfilm from Huntington library in California.  When secondary sources are used they are cited because they refer to a primary work and not because they are expected to stand on their own.

In order to deal with gray areas, a priority of documentation has been established; first, information related specifically to the Grenadier Company, followed by that for the Regiment as a whole.  Next is information pertinent to the British army in general, followed by information which cites, common practice in civilian life during the period.
  Finally, and only as a court of last resort, inference and hypotheses is used, and will be strictly cited as such. Further, it should be noted that this is a living document as soon as updated information is Proposed, Reviewed, Documented and voted on by members of the line, it will be added to this document and/or corrections made.

At this time it should be noted that the Grenadier plate of the 42nd is from the Grenadier Book held at the Prince Consort’s library at Aldershot and is used by the gracious permission of Her Majesty the Queen.
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CONSTRUCTION AND CONDITION NOTES

Every attempt has been made to use correct materials in the construction of the uniform and equipment.  Wool and linen are used where appropriate, and are available in correct weights and colors from Unit stores.  Cotton may be used for shirting where linen is not available, as in check shirts. No manmade materials will be acceptable where at all visible.  Machine stitching is acceptable, but every attempt should be made to hand finish and topstitch, especially in the area of button holes.  All leather will be hand sewn with linen thread.  Strict attention to fit is vital, the correct look and fit of the period must be adhered to whenever possible.  A suitable guide is the “Cut of…” series by Waugh.  Good portraits of the period will also help, but it should be remembered that artists paint the ideal rather than the fact.

Although we represent a combat unit and not a bandbox garrison troop, we should remember that ours is a proud uniform and one in which the original troops took pride.  Tears and rips should be mended, holes should be darned and if it is stained or dirty beyond the extreme, should be replaced as soon as possible.  The Captain/Lt.’s diary is filled with uniform inspections and his attempts to keep the Company well and completely dressed.  When fielding, all men will wear the correct uniform of the day – we will not field a hodgepodge of different uniforms.  Our strength lies in unity and uniformity.

Non-uniformed unit members will be expected to adhere to the same standards of style, fit construction and materials as the military.  Patterns and styles of clothing must be appropriate for the individual’s persona as well as the station in life of his or her military consort.  In short, we will not have rear rank privates dressing as the colonel’s lady unless they can document it in a persona.  All modern health problems will be considered in matters of clothing, camp life and participation, and allowances will be made.  Period eyeglasses will be worn if correction is critical and cannot be achieved via contacts. All sunglasses will be period.

FURTHER CONSTRUCTION AND CONDITION NOTES

In an attempt to answer questions raised during the initial inspection of the Unit on 26 May, 1991, these further notes on construction, uniform condition and tailoring were developed.

As has been noted in the original part of these notes, our Unit represents “A Combat Unit” which has seen a sea voyage, combat and field duty.  It is to be expected that repairs to uniforms and equipment would be made under such conditions.  For example, buttons do become lost, and hopefully would be replaced as soon as practical.  It is suspected that an immediate supply of issue buttons and buckles was not always available. This assumption is based upon the wide variety of period references to shortages within the British army in America – such references to include our Company’s officer’s journal, in which he documents his constant search for large items, such as shoes and shirts.  Even if the Company had its’ own button mold, there may have been a time lag until new buttons could have been molded.  In cases such as missing buttons (especially on non-essential items such as haversacks), they will be replaced with non-regimental buttons only in the direst of emergencies.  Buttons which have been removed from the coatee for a reason, either as pledge of payment or pledge of favor to be repaid (this practice is discussed in Sgt. Lamb’s America) may remain un-replaced if the situation is cleared with an NCO or officer.

It should also be noted that the original coatees and other uniform parts were not made by computer-driven, laser-guided machines; rather they were the result of cottage industry, probably not all made by the same hand nor produced by the most skilled of workmen, made with an eye toward economy of both labor and materials.  Thus our reproduction garments are not be expected to be identical; bastion loops may differ in construction, cuff, lapel and collars may be slightly different in dimension, coatee linings may differ and pocket placement on waistcoats and coatees may not always be exactly the same.  We intend to recreate British soldiers, not Britain’s toy soldiers.
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FITTING AND TAILORING NOTES

The tailoring and fit of garments in the British army of our period is a constant concern to reenactment groups.  These notes will briefly examine what we know about fit and tailoring during the period, and how it will apply to our impression.

Uniforms (in our case primarily waistcoats and coatees) were delivered to the Regiment in bulk, probably packed in bales. There is no direct evidence known to this writer touching on sizing; at best, there was probably a small, medium and large style of division, and probably these would have varied due to the use of the cottage industry system.  It is known that the bulk shipped garments were altered, upon arrival at the Regimental or Company level, into some semblance of individual fit by unit tailors.  Cuthbertson spends several sections discussing instructions to the tailors; our own officer’s journal mentions the fact that new coats are in the hand of the company tailors, and in later annotations discusses sending materials (linen for waistcoats, cloth for gaiters and silver lace for Sgts. coatees) to the tailors.  Therefore it is obvious that the grenadier’s coatees and waistcoats received some sort of fitting and tailoring prior to actual issue.  The quality of that tailoring would seem somewhat suspect.  Cuthbertson talks about keeping the tailors under armed guard, and about the problem of drunkenness. Tailors, like other “crafts rankings” such as shoemakers and armourers, were soldiers who provided semi-skilled services in addition to their military duties.  Price lists in Strachan would seem to indicate that they were paid a pittance extra for their labors.  These men may have been run away apprentices or failed journeymen; it seems unlikely that many master tailors ended up in the army, and even less likely that they would have been in a highland regiment.  Therefore the quality of individual tailoring will vary, just as the individual construction will vary.  There is no indication, other than a few idealized pictures, that the uniforms of the British rank and file fit as though they had had the benefit of Seville Row tailoring.  Sizing and fitting would have been done in the most expedient manner and the results would have less than perfection.  Notes on the fit and alteration of individual garments will be included in each individual section.
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UNIFORM OF THE DAY

Full Dress/Parade and Colors


Small Clothes


Kilt


Coatee


Bearskin


Under Arms

Battle


As in Full Dress


Canteen


Haversack – full in appearance

Walking Out


Small Clothes


Kilt


Coatee


Diced Bonnet


Dirk or Bayonet

Fatigue/Off Duty


Check Shirt


Fatigue Trews


Waistcoat


Coatee – as required


Fatigue Bonnet

Individuals are not required to change uniforms when coming off parade or from battle, but the uniform should be worn in the manner described above.  When coming off parade, the coatee may be removed from full dress when in camp (heat stroke, while highly authentic, is not enjoyable) but the fatigue bonnet should be worn in such case.  Again, we need to remain in uniform and not wander about the area looking like stray rag-pickers in fragments of several uniforms.
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SHOES

Original:  There is no primary indication that the grenadiers or indeed the 42nd as a Regiment, wore a special “Highlander” shoe.  Therefore, it is assumed that the Unit wore British army straight last shoes – which arrived in barrels.  They were buckle shoes, although the matter of issue shoe buckles is unclear.  There is some indication that they were issued, although no identifiable example is known.
  It has been suggested by G. Gedney Godwin – with no documentation – that the buckles worn upon enlistment stayed with the recruit.  This would seem to run counter to the desire for uniformity so dear to the 18th century military heart.

Reproduction:  Any of the various commercially available variety of “re-enactor’s” buckle shoes may be used, preferably rough side out.  Straight last may be utilized if comfortable.  Modern oxford toed lace up shoes may be converted to buckle style in cases of medical necessity, provided that an 18th century appearance is achieved.  Until further research brings to light an “issue” shoe buckle, any of the available reproductions may be utilized, with simple styles being preferable.

N.B.:  For inspection/IIR purposes, since it is impossible to specifically document commercial shoe buckles (although most are cast from originals) individual inspection reports should note that shoe buckles or a general 18th century type are being used.  Anyone using original buckles should so note.
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HOSE and GARTERS

Original:  The Grenadier Company wore the regimental issue diced hose, alternating red, white and red/white brindle diamonds with black lines separating the diagonal red and white diamonds.  The black line is visible in the Grenadier Book illustration and in an existing specimen of material in the possession of the United Scottish Services Museum.
  The issue hose were bag hose, cut and sewn into shape rather than woven or knit into shape as is the modern practice.  The Regiment was issued yard goods, as opposed to completed hose, and the regimental tailors used ¾ of a yard to produce one pair of hose.
  The Grenadier Book illustration shows a red garter with no elaborate bows or striping.  Other period works, such as David Morier’s 1742 Grenadier and The Minorca picture’s piper also show red garters.
  Garters are not mentioned in any of the official documents, nor are they listed in clothing lists.  It is assumed that garters were made of red woolen cloth, possibly scraps from the regimental tailor shop.

Reproduction:  Bag hose will be produced from material available in the Unit Store.  This material will be hand-woven and will conform, as closely as possible, in both color and weave, to the original in the United Scottish Services Museum in Edinburgh.  In the interest of health and comfort, the foot of the hose may utilize a modern sock rather than be made of sewn material as were the original.  The garter will be a strip of worsted wool twill tape ¾ inch wide and red in color, of an appropriate length, tied in a simple bow.
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KILT, ENLISTED

Original:  In January of 1777 the 42nd was wearing the “philabeg” or great kilt.  This item of clothing is referred to in official documents as “kilted plaid” – the plaid being the material and kilting being the method of pleating and belting the garment.
  Enlisted troops “kilted plaid” was woven in a set (or tartan) called “government tartan” or (in modern parlance “black watch” tartan) which was worn by enlisted troops in most highland regiments.
  The “kilted plaid” was a length of yard goods, three to four yards in length and fifty to sixty inches in width.
  It was hand pleated at each wearing, with no particular reference to tartan pattern, and was held in place by a belt.  While the lower half of the garment was pleated about the body (actually all the pleats ran from right hip center, across the buttocks to left hip center with two unpleated aprons overlapping on the front), the upper portion was gathered in back and looped over the left shoulder, passed through a strap on the coatee and knotted.  The upper portion of the plaid could be untied and spread around the shoulders as a cape in inclement weather.
  The government tartan kilted plaid was worn by all enlisted ranks below that of Sergeant, including pioneers and all musicians.

KILT, ENLISTED cont’d.

Reproduction:  A commercial pattern of “Black Watch” tartan will be available in company stores and is to be used in lengths corresponding to the girth of the wearer.  Any stitching in or pleats must be done in a manner which preserves the look of the kilted plaid. The belt used to secure and support the kilted plaid is to be of individual pattern with a correct period buckle.

KILT, OFFICER and NCO

Original:  Prior to 1768, the 42nd wore a red over-stripe on some of their tartan, particularly that of the Grenadiers, as part of their livery to their colonel, Lord John Murray.
  Although the regulations of 1768, as had their predecessors, forbade colonels to put any crest or device on this unit’s uniforms or equipment, officers and NCOs seem to have retained the red over-stripe as a badge of rank.
  The red over-stripe seems to have lost its relationship specifically to Lord Murray, as it was also worn in other highland regiments by upper ranks.
  A period portrait of Lord John Murray and family shows both Murray and his gillie in semi-military clothing including the red over-stripe in the tartan.  This pattern continues to be worn officially by the family, and is now referred to as “Murray of Atholl.”
  While the pattern of tartan differed, the manner of wearing and securing the kilted plaid was identical to that used by other ranks.

Reproduction:  Murray of Atholl is currently available at most importers of Scottish regalia and will be worn by officers and NCOs in the same manner as the other members of the Unit (see Kilt, Enlisted).
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SHIRT

Original:  The entire 42nd wore the standard issue linen shirt, or common pattern and poor quality.
  All ranks wore the ruffle at the throat.  Officers and possibly NCOs were able to privately purchase better quality shirts and wore ruffles at both throat and wrist.

Reproduction:  The shirt pattern in the hands of the company patternmaster, or that in Cut of Men’s Clothes by Waugh, will be used.  Coarse and fine white linen is available in the company store and either may be used.

Additional Notes:  The Company Commander spent a good deal of his time attempting to ensure that the Company was complete in its necessaries.  On several occasions he purchased, or in some other manner secured, shirts for the enlisted personnel.
  These shirts do not seem to have been directly from Regimental or Army stores.  Perhaps they were purchased from suppliers in New York, or they may have been contracted for from local women.  In either case, these shirts may have differed from original issue in the style of buttons at throat and wrists, style of pattern (especially in terms of shoulder seams and or plackets) and the presence, absence or style of throat or bosom ruffle.  In view of what may have been a wide variety in shirt styles, any 18th century shirt, ruffled or not, which meets the general unit criterion will be considered “as issued” and should be listed on the IIR as such.

As a tailoring and fitting note, the relationship between collar height, collar overhang on neck stock and neck length will vary from individual to individual, especially considering the above notes on supply.  Therefore, any amount of collar overhang on the neck stock will be acceptable – however, there should be some amount of visible overhang.

[image: image11.png]



WAISTCOAT

Original:  The Grenadier Company wore the regimental issue white woolen waistcoat.
  While it was shorter than the standard line company issue, it resembled army issue in material and construction.  The waistcoat was of white wool, with a linen back and lining and with white wool lapels.
  It was buttoned with ten (10) regimental pattern small buttons, of the “union wreath” design without numbers.  It was pocketless and the pocket flaps were non-functional.

Reproduction:  The Company pattern, held by the patternmaster will be used, adjusting for fit.  The front will be white wool, as will the inner facing.  The back may be either white or natural heavy linen, as may the lining.  Unlaced buttonholes and regimental pattern buttons will be used.  A small strap for attaching the plaid will be attached to the left shoulder to allow for removal of the coat.  All materials are available in company stores.

Additional Notes:  When adjusting the original waistcoat for fit, the period company tailors were probably forced to shorten waistcoats from the bottom upward, resulting in a lesser number of button holes and buttons on a shorter bodied individual.  An example of this style of tailoring may be observed in the “Minorca” portraits of the KSOB.  Equally, in order to relieve a tight fit thru the arms, the front of the waistcoat would need to be lowered, resulting in a neckline which might appear too low.

WAISTCOAT, Additional Notes cont’d.

In order to accommodate individual physical types, both the above noted alterations may be used.  The shortening of the waistcoat body may result in less than the “regulation” ten buttons. Conversely, extremely long bodied (or extremely rotund) individuals may require a lengthened waistcoat body with more than ten buttons.  Either is acceptable, and is to be considered “as issued” in the GIR as long as the button spacing appears uniform throughout the Unit.

In general, waistcoat pocket flaps are to be sewn or tacked down since there is no pocket below them.  However, since officer cadets and NCOs were to have a watch when possible, they might have had a need for functional pocket flaps.  If any of the above desire to own and carry a pocket-watch, they may have functional pockets and flaps – provided the watch is in evidence.  Functional pockets should be noted on the IIR as they are not strictly “as issued”.

The officer’s waistcoat buttons, while of regimental pattern, should be of gold color as are the coatee buttons.

In conjunction with the altering of the waistcoat in body length to fit the individual as discussed in previous notes, the placement of the sewn down pocket flap may become somewhat skewed.  Unless it too closely approaches the bottom of the waistcoat, the pocket need not be repositioned, but should be considered “as issued”.
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COATEE, ENLISTED

Original:  There is no known Highland regimental of the period, so one must proceed on the basis of pictures and regulations.  The Grenadier Company wore an issue regimental, with several company distinctions.  It was a shortened coat, or coatee, of red with blue facings, cuffs and cape, or collar.
  Each lapel was blue, had ten regimental “union wreath” pattern numbered buttons and nine button holes bastion looped with regimental lace.  The tenth button hole and bastion loop was on the cape, and served to connect cape and lapel.
  In addition there were four buttons and looped buttonholes on each small round blue cuff, four on each horizontal (nonfunctional) pocket flap and two on either side of the central (rear) vent.
  The grenadier coatee had flank company wings sewn into both shoulder seams, each wing being rimmed in lace and having bastion loops staggered in size and in pairs, with their points pointing to the shoulder seam.  The epaulette at each shoulder is also edged in lace and is fastened with a regimental button.  There is no turn back to the front, as with the full length British army coat.  The lace book indicates that the regimental lace pattern is a bastion loop with the red off-center stripe to the outside.
  However, as a company distinction, grenadier lace is looped with the red stripe to the inside.
  A small strap is attached slightly below the left shoulder, in the rear, to serve as a loop through which the plaid may be passed and tied.

COATEE, ENLISTED cont’d.

Reproduction:  The company pattern, held by the patternmaster, will be used; the coatee will be of red wool, the facing color to be blue and the interior facings to be white wool.  The lining, which is optional, is to be linen.  Cuffs and lapels may be functional at the discretion of the wearer.  Lacing shape will follow the pattern in the lace book, except that the red line is to correspond with the position shown in the Grenadier Book.  Three evenly spaced hooks and eyes are to be used to close the upper lapels and a plaid loop is to be attached below the left shoulder.

Additional Notes:  Considering the earlier discussion of manufacturing concerns, it is expected that there will be some slight variance in coatee dimensions.  This will be especially true in terms of measurement of cuffs, collar and lapels.  It has come to the attention of the author that a Guard’s coat (and one would assume that the Guards were then, as they are now, exceedingly nit-picky about minor details) of the period, examined in England, did not exactly meet regulation specs in any of these areas and included some other unusual construction details.  With these things in mind, a variance of one-half inch, either underage or overage, will be allowed on cuffs, collars and lapels.  Variances are to be considered “as issue” and need not be mentioned on IIR.

If fitting of the coatee to the individual requires either more or less than three hook and eyes, this is also to be considered “as issue” as it is a function of fit.
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COATEE, DRUMMER

Original:  Musician’s coats of royal regiments, such as the 42nd, did not sport reversed colors as did those of regular line regiments.  Rather, they were red with blue facings and laced with royal (yellow and blue striped) lace.
  There is neither an existing drummer’s coatee nor a picture of one for the 42nd of the period.  The only picture of a highland jacket style dummer’s coatee is that of the piper in the Minorca prints.
  The inspection return for the 42nd in 1768 notes, that the two pipers and six fifers were uniformed as drummers.
  There was no army-wide pattern for drummers’ coats; each was to be designed as the regimental commander wished.

Reproduction:  The drummer’s coatee will resemble that of the enlisted troops in cut, color and materials; it will be laced with royal (or music) lace as the enlisted coatee with the following additions; sleeve and back seams to be sheathed with lace and five chevrons of lace to cover the outer half of each sleeve.  The piper will wear a drummer’s coatee.
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COATEE, SERGEANT

Original:  Regulations stated that Sgt’s coats were to be laced with plain white lace as a rank distinction.
  The sergeants of the Grenadier Company were allowed to replace their white lace with silver bullion lace, which was paid for from Company funds.
  Since it is a tradition that bullion lace is not bastioned, white and/or silver lace was applied in rectangles instead of bastions.  The lacing pattern followed that of the enlisted men, except that there were six loops on the grenadier wings instead of the four bastion loop.

Reproduction:  The coatees of Sgts. will be laced in silver lace, using rectangular loops as opposed to bastions.  With the exception of the wings, the lacing pattern will be that of the enlisted men.  The coatee will resemble that of the enlisted men in cut, materials, and construction.

COATEE, SGT. MAJOR

Original:  Although there is no existing example from the period for the 42nd, it is the opinion of Stephen Wood, Curator of the United Scottish Services Museum, that Sgt. Majors wore a distinctive coat throughout the Army as an insignia of their advanced rank above other sergeants.
  The Minorca prints indicate that all Sgt Majors in that Regiment (i.e. Sgt Major and Drum Major) wore the regulation coat with a slashed cuff.

Reproduction:  The coatee of the Sgt Major will resemble that of the sergeants in color, cut, material, and design except that the cuffs shall be of the slashed or mariner style, edged in silver lace and with the four loops on the cuff placket.
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COATEE, CADET

Original:  There is very little information on the uniform of cadets or gentlemen volunteers during the period.  Promotion lists certainly prove their existence, but we must approach their uniforms only thru conjecture.  We assume that, being part of the military establishment, they would have been uniformed.  Since they have no rank, the gold metal of an officer seems inappropriate.  Therefore, cadets will wear the basic uniform of an enlisted man.  As a distinguishing mark of status, cadets’ shoulder epaulettes will be laced in gold braid rather than regimental lace, although the rest of the coat should have standard regimental lace.  Since cadets seem to have been attached to the Regiment as a whole, rather than to any specific Company, cadets’ coatees will be laced in standard regimental, as opposed to Grenadier Company fashion and will not have wings.

Reproduction:  With the exception of gold laced epaulettes, a cadets’ coatee shall be that of a line company private, without wings and with the lace in the standard line company bastion; i.e. with the red off-center stripe to the outside.

COATEE, OFFICER

Original:  Officer’s coats were to resemble those of other ranks in facing color, cut and design.
  The lacing and button metal was to be as ordered and uniform throughout the Regiment.  The regimental “metal” of the 42nd was gold.

Reproduction:  Officer’s coatees will resemble those of the enlisted men in cut, color and construction.  They will be laced with gold lace in the manner of the Sgt’s coatees and will have gold buttons
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NECKSTOCK, HORSE HAIR

Original:  Research indicates that the cross-hatched leather neck stock did not come into use in the British army until the 1780’s.  The common “duty” neck stock used during the revolution was of woven horsehair cloth, secured with a brass stock clasp.

Reproduction: Will be of Horse Hair type. Currently this material is available from G.G.Godwin. Should this source dry up and another not become unavailable to the Regiment. We reserve the right to revert back to the leather or linen neck stock. Until such time occurs, all men will wear and are required to have a horse hair neck stock. Officers are exempt from this see velvet neck stock. 





LEATHER, NECKSTOCKS

 If this section is used the following must be observed. At present, there would appear to be no reliable source for garment weight horsehair woven cloth.  Until such is available, the cross-hatched leather stock may be utilized.  It will conform to the pattern held by the company patternmaster and be of 7oz or heavier cowhide, tooled in a cross-hatch design.  It may be secured with either ties or the commercially available brass clasp.  The leather neck stock should be regarded as an expedient measure, not to become venerated or hallowed, and to be replaced as soon as the proper material becomes available.
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NECKSTOCK, VELVET

Original:  The 42nd wore a black velvet neck stock, probably as a “dress” item, as an alternative to the black horsehair style.
  It may have been closed with the same stock clasp used on the horsehair neck stock (the design allows it to be readily detachable) or with a separate buckle.

Reproduction:  The velvet neck stock will be of the Unit pattern taken from Waugh’s Cut of Men’s Clothing, held by the company patternmaster.  This style of neck stock is reserved for officer’s use only.  Due to the difficulty of obtaining silk velvet, cotton and black linen will be permissible.  The closure will be at the discretion of the wearer.

NECKSTOCKS, ADDITIONAL NOTES

Since there is no definite information as to the type of closure used by the 42nd for any of it’s neck stocks, either the commercially available two piece clasp (which appears to be cast from original parts and which is extremely common in archeology) may be used on the leather neck stock, and either may be considered “as issued” again, due to lack of definite information, either of the two aforementioned closure styles may be used on the velvet neck stock and, in addition, the commercially available one piece tined neck stock buckle may be used, again any may be considered “as issued”.  Since the tined buckle is a recent commercial development, older neck stocks may have been closed with a blued or japanned steel buckle (in reality a civil war era vest strap buckle) which, since it is virtually invisible under the shirt collar and the coatee collar, will be acceptable until replaced as the neck stock wears out.  If used, this item should be noted on the GIR as a private purchase item.
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SPORRAN, ENLISTED

Original:  Since there are no pockets in a kilted plaid, the sporran (referred to in some reports as a purse) served as a pocket.  The Grenadier book shows a plain leather sporran, hung with five leather tassels.
  Morier’s Grenadier shows a similar item.  The remains of a leather sporran were excavated at Fort Ligonier, a pre-war station of the 42nd.  Inspection reports refer to a white goatskin dress sporran of unknown design.

Reproduction:  The sporran will conform to the Company pattern held by the patternmaster, which is a compilation of the Fort Ligonier original with a restored flap and belt tab.  It will be constructed of 4 to 5 oz. split cowhide, tan in color, with a fold over flap, five tassels and a pewter domed button closure.

Additional Notes:  While the Company pattern enlisted sporran has five tassels, these tassels are very prone to coming adrift in service.  In fact, the Fort Ligonier example had none left at all.  Given the notations of our impression and uniform conditions, the loss of a sporran tassel should not be considered unusual.  Every effort should be made to replace missing tassels, but the loss of a tassel will not be considered as removing a sporran from “as issued” condition.  More than one missing tassel and the sporran should be repaired at once or noted as variation on GIR.

Missing sporran buttons should be replaced at once as a missing button lessens the item’s effectiveness.

The sporran is worn on the kilt belt and does not require a separate strap.
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SPORRAN, OFFICER and NCO

Original:  According to period portraits, officers of the 42nd wore a variety of dress sporrans.  A common style was the badger head sporran, consisting of a fur covered purse with a badger’s head for a flap.
  They style was also worn by Lord Murray himself when dressed in a semi-military manner.
  The Sergeant in the Dayes drawing is also shown in an animal head sporran, although of unclear species.  Sporrans are not listed in clothing accounts, but were purchased from Company funds and indebted to the NCOs.

Reproduction:  In the interest of uniformity, and as a mark of respect to Lord Murray, a badger head sporran has been chosen for officer’s wear.  The same sporran will be worn by NCOs as a dress uniform accessory.  The sporrans will conform to the pattern held by the company patternmaster, which is taken from an early Victorian original; since no 18th century original was available.

N.B. – The badger head sporran hangs from its own strap, which is a narrow (1-inch) black leather belt, closed with a period buckle.  The strap is considered as part of the sporran, and, like the sporran, was originally private purchase, thus minor variations in the unseen buckle are acceptable.
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BEARSKIN, ENLISTED and NCO

Original:  The mark of a grenadier in the British army was the tall miter-like cap of bearskin.  The grenadiers of the 42nd were the first, during the Seven Years war, to wear the bearskin cap.  The issue cap was twelve inches in height, covered in black bearskin with a red wool sloping rear.
  The grenadier helmet plate, of silvered copper japanned black, was of a standard design throughout the army.
  As a royal regiment, the 42nd was allowed a regimental device (St. Andrew on his cross) which was displayed on the wool back, mounted on a field of facing wool.  On the lower rear of the cap was a pewter grenade with the regimental number engraved on the bomb.
  The cap had a black leather sweatband, and was lined in linen.

Reproduction:  The cap to follow company pattern held by the company patternmaster, of black bearskin with a red coatee wool back, pewter grenade and pewter St. Andrew on a blue facing field.  The cap will have a black leather sweatband and, at the wearer’s discretion, a linen liner.  It should be noted that the internal construction differs slightly from the original due to modern changes in the tanning of bearskin.

Additional Notes:  The pewter grenade worn on the lower rear of the cap is made from a company mold originally made from an excavated specimen loaned by the New York Historical Society and pictured in Calver & Bolton.  Since the original had no engraved number, a script “42” was cut into the mold to meet regulations.

BEARSKIN, ADDITIONAL NOTES cont’d.

There is no information as to the composition of the St. Andrew worn on the back slope of the bearskin, although regulations are clear that it is to be there.  Since cloth would not allow clear definition of the details of either the saint or his cross, it was decided to use a pewter insignia.  The company mold was made from an original “black watch” collar insignia of the 1914-1918 period as it was an appropriate size and appeared artistically similar to the St. Andrews on period officer’s georgettes.  Should more information come to light, we are, as with any other part of our impression, prepared to make adjustments or replacements.
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BEARSKIN, DRUMMER

Original:  British army drummers wore a bearskin cap similar to that worn by the grenadiers.  The metal plate was of copper, silvered and japanned black and showing trophies of drums, instruments, and colors.
  The royal regiment badge was worn as on the cap of the grenadiers, but the grenade was omitted.

Reproduction:  The drummers cap shall follow the grenadier cap pattern held by the company patternmaster.  It shall be identical in materials and construction, but shall use a musician’s plate and omit the grenade.

BEARSKIN, OFFICER

Original:  Officers of grenadier companies wore a bearskin cap similar to that of their men.  Based on information in the Minorca prints, officer’s caps were more ornate than the enlisted ranks.

Reproduction:  Officers bearskin caps to follow in materials, construction and design those of the enlisted ranks except that the plate shall be of gilded copper, japanned black, the grenade and badge are to be gilded and both the field and wool top are to be surrounded by gold lace.
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DICED BONNET

Original:  The 42nd line companies wore a diced bonnet for full dress.
  This bonnet had a body of red and white diced tapes with a green center dice, a soft blue top of facing color and a black cockade and black plumes.
  There was no bonnet badge nor was there a red touree (pompom).
  Since the grenadiers left their caps in storage at times, it is assumed they had diced bonnets to wear for dress and at times when the bearskin was not appropriate.

Reproduction:  To conform to pattern held by company patternmaster, with individual woven dicing of red, white and green.  A moderate amount of black plumes should be worn.
  This bonnet will be worn as a walking-out bonnet and as full dress for pipers.
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PIONEER CAP

Original:  British army pioneers (one to a company) were issued a leather skull cap, the plate red with a white king’s cipher ax and saw.
  A ruff of bearskin was mounted behind the plate.

Reproduction:  The pioneer’s cap will conform to pattern held by the company patternmaster, with a leather plate tooled with a “GR” and crown, ax and saw with a tooled border in pinking.  All tooling to be in white on a red plate.  A regimental badge, as worn by the grenadiers, is to be affixed to the rear seam of the cap.

Additional Notes:  Although there in no documentation that a regimental badge is worn at the rear seam of the pioneer’s cap, it would seem that such placement is a logical assumption based upon the badge placement on the caps of both drummers and grenadiers.
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FATIGUE BONNET

Original:  Highland troops wore an individual pattern fatigue cap unlike the fore and aft fatigue headgear worn by English troops.  Highlanders wore an old style undiced bonnet, the famous “blue bonnet” as a fatigue cap.  These, with a red sweatband of wool, were issued; it was a familiar item and popular with the troops.
 

Reproduction:  The blue fatigue bonnet is to conform to the pattern held by the company patternmaster.
  It is to be ornamented only with a small strip of bearskin, and fitted with a black cockade.
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FATIGUE SHIRT

Original:  The concept of issuing shirts of differing quality for different duties can be observed in the varying cost of shirts with an issue.
  Since check linen is discussed, it is assumed that these checked shirts are for use when duties might stain or ruin those of white linen.

Reproduction:  The fatigue shirt to be made to company pattern similar to the regular shirt with the omission of the throat ruffle and with a narrow band collar.  Since checked linen has not been located, small check cotton will be permitted.

FATIGUE TREWS

Original:  Peebles’ Day book discusses the issue of “trousers” to be worn in inclement weather or when duties made the use of the kilt impractical.
  Since half gaiters were later issued to the Regiment, it is assumed that the issue trousers were exactly that; straight legged fall front garments of simple cut and heavy construction and material.

Reproduction:  Fatigue trousers are to conform to the company pattern held by the patternmaster.  They are to be narrow fall trousers with an adjustable rear gusset and pewter non-regimental buttons.  Although linen canvas is preferable, cotton duck, white, may be used.

*** It should be noted that the Fatigue Uniform is optional for members to have or wear. However the information is presented and documented hear to support them having such.
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HAVERSACK

Original:  All British soldiers were issued a haversack, not as part of their uniform, but as equipment.
  They were of gray (brown) linen, and were used to carry rations and sundries.
  Morier’s grenadier drawings for the 1742 clothing book show a large three button flapped sack, with a rather short strap.

Reproduction:  The company pattern will be used, made of brown, unbleached linen, with a one piece linen strap.  Three plain buttons will be used for closure.

N.B.  Since the pattern we are using has a one piece linen strap already sewn in place as issued, the exact height of the haversack on an individual’s body is a function of neck size and body girth and would seem to not be subject to regulation.  Since the haversack was campaign issue, a certain lack of uniformity is not a critical parade ground issue.  Obviously, the haversack should neither ride up into the armpit, nor beat one around the knees.
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CANTEEN

Original:  The canteen, like the haversack, was campaign equipment, and was issued only when the British soldier actually took the field. These issue items were a variety of half moon shapes, of unpainted tinned iron.
  They were plugged with a wooden plug, and hung from a hempen cord.  There is no indication which style of canteen was issued to the 42nd.

Reproduction:  The early style British canteen, commercially available, will be used.  In the interest of sanitation, a cork may be substituted for the wood plug.

N.B.  The commercial pattern to be used by the Company is the older half moon style in which the lower radius is greater than the upper.  When purchased commercially (GGG), the canteen comes with a white carry cord.  As this cord quickly wears out in service, it may be replaced with a plain hemp cord.  Either style of cord may be considered “as issue”.  There is no indication as to either the existence or non-existence of a stopper retaining cord.  Hogarth, in “March to Finchley” would seem to show that there is no such cord, but losing the stopper is a nuisance.  Either variation will be considered “as issue”, however, a lost or missing stopper (with or without cord) diminishes the utility of the canteen and must be documented in the IIR.
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PIONEER APRON

Original:  Pioneers in the British army were issued a sturdy leather apron to protect their uniform as they went about their duties.
  Some period illustrations indicate a half apron, others a full coverage style.
  The half apron may be a full apron folded over for comfort.  There are no color rendering, but the aprons appear to be other than the white aprons now in use in the British army.

Reproduction:  The pioneer apron shall be of russet brown split cowhide, of full coverage style, with a neck loop and a buckled back strap.  They will be worn over the uniform and under equipment harness.
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WAISTBELT

Original:  Unlike non-highland units of the British army, the 42nd wore (as did other highland units in imitation) black accoutrements.
  The waist belt which supported the belly box and bayonet was of black bridle leather, fastened with a square or butterfly buckle.  Judging from illustrations, it was an inch and a half to two inches wide (1½ -2”).

Reproduction:  The waist belt to be of 8 – 9 oz. bridle leather, well-dyed black, one and a half (1½ ) inches wide and closed with a brass period buckle.

CARTRIDGE BOX

Original:  The cartridge box issued to the 42nd was a simple belly box which fitted onto the waist belt.
  It consisted of a leather flap, embossed with the crown and royal cipher, nailed onto a curved twelve-hole wooden block.  Two straps, nailed to the front of the box, attached it to the waist belt.  It must have been a sturdy item, for there are numerous surviving examples.

Reproduction:  The company pattern for block and flap will be used.  The flap will be of 8 – 9 oz bridle leather, embossed with the company stamp of crown and cipher. The cipher will be gold.

N.B.  The color of all accoutrements for the 42nd – and all other highland regiments – was black rather than buff or white. See Waist belt for citation.
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BAYONET FROG

Original:  The 42nd wore a unique bayonet frog, black and a slide fit over the waist belt.  Like all 42nd accoutrements, it was black.
  An original was excavated at Fort Ligonier. It is both stitched and riveted together.

Reproduction:  The company pattern, held by the patternmaster will be used.  It is taken from the Ligonier original.  The frog shall be of 8 – 9 oz. bridle leather, stitched with linen thread and secured by four copper rivets, hand fitted.
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SWORD CARRIAGE

Original:  The 42nd sword carriage, like its’ other accoutrements was of black bridle leather.  It was a broad, two-inch shoulder baldric, fastened with a brass figure eight or butterfly buckle.
  The issue item would have been carried by musicians, NCOs and others who retained the basket-hilt broadsword.  The officer’s sword carriage would have been private purchase, similar to issue but with a possibly better buckle.  There seems to have been a generic officer’s sword buckle and clasp, but none have been identified to 42nd officers.

Reproduction:  Sword carriages will be of black 8 – 9 oz. bridle leather, fitted to the individual sword and secured with a brass butterfly buckle.  Officers and NCOs, who could privately purchase their swords, may improve on the issue buckle with a period example.  The sword carriage used by the cadet should be private purchase and listed as such on the IIR.

N.B.  There seems to have been a “stock” highland officer’s sword belt buckle set which could be numbered to the regiment.  An example of one numbered to the 71st is shown in Calver & Bolton as excavated in New York while an unnumbered example, complete with all three parts is shown in Woods (pp. 39).  As soon as a reproduction is commercially available, it will be used.  There also seems to be evidence that an engraved brass heart was used as a baldric strap tip weight; again as soon as it is available, it will be used.
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PIONEER CARRIAGE

Original:  Pioneers were issued a saw and an axe, and period illustrations indicate that they were carried on some sort of back carriage.  There are no extant examples nor are there any illustrations of a pioneer from the rear.

Reproduction: The pioneer shall carry an axe and a saw, the axe to be a felling axe and the saw to be a coarse toothed open handled ripping saw.  Since there is no period example, the company pattern for the carriage is an extrapolation from American and British illustrations of the War of 1812 period.  The carriage will be of 8 – 9 oz. bridle leather and will secure both items in a safe manner.
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DRUM SLING

Original:  The standard British army drum sling, with a brass butterfly buckle and a heart shaped drum pad was probably copied in black bridle leather and supplied to the drummers of the 42nd.  Neither example nor illustration exists.

Reproduction:  The company pattern, held by the patternmaster, will be utilized.  It will be of 8 – 9 oz bridle leather, with a heart shaped pad.  It will be black, and fitted with a hand-forged drum hook capable of fitting the drum loop.  Left handed slings may be fashioned to accommodate the drummer, although they did not exist in the British army of the period.
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SASH, OFFICER

Original:  The sash, a badge of officer’s rank, was ordered to be of crimson silk, and was to be worn around the waist.
  Surviving examples vary greatly in design; all share tassels at the ends.  By tradition, the sash was to be wide enough to serve as an emergency litter if needed.  There seems to have been no regimental style.

Reproduction:  Officers may provide any sash of their choosing as long as it resembles period originals in color and tassel style.  It should be worn around the waist.

SASH, SERGEANT

Original:  Sergeants were ordered to wear a woolen sash of red, with a central facing stripe of the regiment’s facing color.
  There are two existing examples of 42nd SGTs sashes in the United Scottish Services Museum.  They are crocheted rather than woven or knitted, and end in an elaborate knot of blended blue and red.

Reproduction:  The sergeant’s sash will be crocheted of red and blue wool and will duplicate the original.
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EPAULETTE, OFFICER

Original:  As were all other parts of the officer’s personal furniture, the epaulettes were of private purchase and could differ from man to man, as is indicated by period portraits.  Epaulettes could be of either lace or embroidery, to be fringed and of the color of the officer’s metal.  Officers of grenadier companies were allowed to wear two epaulettes as a company distinction.

Reproduction:  Officers will wear two gold epaulettes, of a period pattern of their choice.

EPAULETTE, SGT. MAJOR

Original:  The wearing of an epaulette by the Sgt Major of the 42nd is a matter of some conjecture.  Those of other units, both Highland and English, wore them.
  As with the special coatee, there seems to have been an effort to recognize the Sgt. Major’s special rank.

Reproduction:  The Sgt. Major will procure a silver epaulette of proper period design which will be worn on the left shoulder.
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EPAULETTE, CORPORAL

Original:  Corporals were ordered to wear a white silk epaulette on their right shoulder.
  There seems to have been regimental styles, but there are no existing 42nd examples.  Morier’s drawings show a very simple design.

Reproduction:  Corporals will wear, on their right shoulder, a white silk epaulette, with fringe, of company pattern. Acceptable also will be the knotted rope of Company pattern. This is due to conflicting references. We are currently looking at this.
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GORGET

Original:  Officers were directed to wear a gorget, in the metal of their Regiment, as a sign of rank while on duty.  The gorget was to be engraved with the king’s arms and the number of the regiment.
  From the existing 42nd examples of the period, there was not a regimental pattern.

Reproduction:  Officers will wear a gold gorget, properly engraved and corresponding to period style.
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MUSKET and BAYONET

Original:  As was the majority of the British army, the 42nd was issued the short land new pattern musket, commonly called the second model.
  The bayonet used on these weapons, a socket type with a triangular 18-inch blade, excluding minor variations in socket locks, from 1700 to 1850.
  All infantry muskets used by the British army were fitted with a buckled sling, although there seems to be little evidence that muskets were slung.  The typical sling was buff leather; we assume that the slings used by the 42nd were blackened to match the other accoutrements.

Reproduction:  Any of the commercial second model Brown Bess muskets (.75 caliber, 42-inch barrel) currently available may be used.  Since the issue of older muskets is documented, and since a man may have retained an earlier model throughout this service, those who wish to carry first model, or long land pattern muskets may do so.  All muskets must be equipped with sling swivels and a black leather sling with sling buckle.  In compliance with NWTA regulations, all muskets must be equipped with a flash pan guard and a black leather hammer stall (frizzen guard).
  Either original or reproduction bayonets may be used; in either case, they must fit the musket securely.

N.B.  Both Blackmore and Darling refer to the ongoing issue of long land pattern muskets during our period; Blackmore even noting their use in Highland regiments.
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PICK and BRUSH

Original:  The use of a touch-hole pick and pan brush are recommended in Cuthbertson, and such items can seen in many of Morier’s grenadier illustrations.
  They are listed as necessaries; replaced every five years, in the royal warrants.
  There is no indication where members of the 42nd, who had no cross belts, wore these tiny items.

Reproduction:  Those unit members who use a firelock will have a pick and brush.  Any of the styles shown in Neuman’s Collector’s Encyclopedia, Pp. 264 may be reproduced.  These should be worn from a coatee lapel button at a convenient position.
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HIGHLAND PISTOL

Original:  Pistols were originally issued to all ranks as part of the standard equipment; at the time of our impression it is generally considered (although exact primary references are not forthcoming) that the rank and file had sent their pistols into storage.
  Officers and NCOs were still allowed their pistols; officer’s pistols were private purchase and those used by NCOs were probably issue.  The issue pistol of the 42nd was an all-steel, scroll-butted highland pistol produced by Bissell; virtually identical private purchase pistols with regimental markings are also known.
  The brass stocked lobe-butted pistol produced by Waters was not an issue item of the 42nd.
  The pistol was usually carried in a narrow black strap across the chest, with the pistol hanging in or near the left armpit.

Reproduction:  The commercially available all-steel highland pistol (DGW) is acceptable for use as an issue pistol, as is any custom or original all-steel pistol.  Officers or cadets may use brass or ornate steel pistols as private purchase items.  The pistol strap should be black leather, an inch or less wide, with a period buckle.
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BROADSWORDS

Original:  As with the pistol, conventional wisdom suggests that the basket hilt broad sword, an issue item since the beginning of the Regiment, had been taken away from the 42nd at the onset of service in America during our period.
  Sergeants still carried a sword, and of course the sword was part of every officer’s furniture.  The issue sword for the Regiment is a sheet metal hilted basket hilt, quite inexpensive at the time, made by either Drury or Jeffries.
  These were maligned (probably falsely) by the troops and not popular.  NCOs were allowed to bring their own swords or purchase privately.  All officer’s swords were private purchase and of no regimental pattern.  Musicians wore a regimental issue sword, probably of the same hilt pattern as the enlisted men’s sword and a shorter curved blade.

Reproduction:  Those NCOs who wish to carry an issue broad sword may use either a custom made one or the commercially available style (GGG).  Officers, cadets and NCOs who wish to carry a private purchase style may chose to carry an original or a reproduction.  All reproductions must pass unit inspection and be documented on the IIR.  Musicians will carry the commercially available inexpensive copy of the model 1828 broad sword – it’s low cost and ready availability off set the anacronism and its lighter weight and shorter blade will make it more easily carried by younger drummers.
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DIRKS

Original:  The highland dirk, which in many ways is a symbol of the Scottish fighting man, was not a Regimental issue during our period.
  The dirk was strictly a private purchase item, worn by those who so chose.
  Officer’s portraits of the period virtually always include the dirk; it seems to have been considered part of their furniture.  Period portraits and illustrations virtually all indicate that the dirk is worn on the right side of the sporran, pendant from the kilt belt.

Reproduction:  Since dirks were private purchase items, those members wishing to carry a dirk may carry originals, custom made or commercially available styles.  The documentation of reproduction dirks is usually difficult, since most are not a specific copy but rather follow a general style.  Dirks should be cleared within the unit, and must be documented on the IIR.  Ornate Victorian dirks will not be acceptable.  Dirks should be worn on the right side of the kilt belt.
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SGAIN DHU

Original:  it was the custom among many Highlanders to carry a small knife as a weapon of last resort.  This knife, referred to as either a sgain dhu (black knife – indicating the treacherous nature of the concealed weapon) or skeen ochles (armpit knife – indicating it’s place of carriage), was carried in the sleeve near the armpit.
  This item was totally an individual weapon, and there seems to have been little uniformity; in fact, no such weapon has been fully identified or authenticated.

Reproduction:  Those unit members wishing to carry such a knife may do so. Each knife must pass Unit inspection and be documented on the IIR.  Examples of knives believed to have been used for this purpose may be seen in Wallace, Plate 77 and Neuman, Swords…, Pp. 236.  At no time is such a knife to be worn in the hose top as this is strictly a post-period Victorian decorative style.
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MEDAL OF MERIT

Original:  Cuthbertson recommends establishing a Regimental decoration as a morale factor and as recognition of seven years or correct and faithful service.
  Neuman illustrates a Regimental issue medal of merit issued by the Royal Highland Fusileers and dated 1775.
  He states that these decorations were traditionally within the Regiment.

Reproduction:  Our Unit has chosen to issue a medal of merit for seven years membership.  This is a silver decoration, of Regimental design with the Unit’s Coat of Arms on one side and recognition of service on the other.  It is to be worn on the coatee, suspended by a company supplied ribbon, as Cuthbertson suggests, on the left breast. Ladies may wear the medal around the neck.
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DRUM

Original:  Regulations stated that the drum was to be of wood, the front to have a panel painted with the facing color of the Regiment and then decorated with the King’s cipher and crown surmounting the Regimental number.
  Paintings of the period indicate that the remainder of the drum shell remained a varnished natural color, with the upper and lower head rim painted red.  The drum was, of course, rope slung and snared.  Despite Cuthbertson’s recommendation, there is no evidence that brass drums were used by the 42nd.  However, there is evidence that the drums of the original unit were not painted according to the King’s regulations.
  Unfortunately, the inspection return does not specify what is incorrect about the drums’ decorations.

Reproduction:  The Unit drummers will use and of the commercially available rope slung snare drums (generally referred to as 18th century field drums). The head hoops will be painted red and there will be a facing colored panel to the front of the drum shell.  Since we do know that the drums were painted in a non-regulation fashion, we will not use the King’s cipher over the Regimental number.  Instead, we will use the Coat of Arms of the recreated Grenadier Company.  These both allow us to follow the inspection report and to proudly display the only such honor ever awarded to a revolutionary war re-enactment unit in the USA.

Further Reproduction notes: Both of the types of painting above are used. It is up to the drummer to chose a style. It has not been till recent that the correct emblems and styles have come to light. Therefore both styles will be accepted. This as of Muster 2003.
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        CHANGES ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS

This document is a living document. As such there will be a need to update the information contained with in the document. To update any information the submitter will need to propose the submission to the line. In this written proposal all new and/or supporting documentation should be submitted in written form to the Regimental Commander and a member of the Field Command Staff. In this submission all information such as source for change, resource title, page numbers and source location should be included. In the case of books used or cited not already in the possession of the Regiment and the submitter does not own a copy, IBN Numbers and Copies of the page cited, Bibliography, Author and Cover must be included. When all of this information is collected and submitted the Field Command and the regimental Commander will set a committee made of a mixture of the line and Board of Directors to look over the submittion. The Number serving on this committee will be at least two and may require more at times. After reviewing the information this Committee will then make a recommendation to the line and put it to a vote of the line. If the submission effects the Regiment as a whole the complete Regiment must vote on it. 


Notification of the submission, and subsequent recommendation and voting date will be sent in one or more of the following manor(s), to the men of the line via e-mail (to those that have it), U.S. Postal Service, or in an official publication of the Regiment such as the Burning Cross. Or a combination of all three methods, insuring all will be notified. Which ever delivery method is chosen all Line Members must be notified. Further, this notification must be sent out no later than 31 days prior to any vote cast. It will take a simple majority (one over half) of the line present and voting to approve any changes. No proxey or absentee votes will be counted unless an official voting ballot is made and presented and mailed to all the members. The Official Count will be tallied by three individuals comprised of the following; 1-Line, 1-Field Command, 1- Board Member. Results and all information will be submitted to the regimental Commander and the Board Of Directors. The Regimental Commander will then send a corrected page to all.      
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42nd Royal Highland Regiment 

Grenadier Company

Equipment Requirements

Distaff Clothing & 

Equipment Guide
The distaff of the 42nd Royal Highland Regiment of Foot is an integral part of portraying a British camp during the Revolutionary War. We try to ensure that the distaff feels they are just as much a part of the overall portrayal of the unit as the men of the line. The Motto for the 42nd RHR is “Nemo me Impune Lacessit”, which means, “No one touches me with impunity”. As an organization we hope that we touch everyone who comes to see us in some way, and that when they leave they remember having seen us. The soldiers uphold extremely high standards for authenticity.  The distaff of the 42nd is no different. As the 42nd Grenadier Company is still an active regiment in her majesty’s service, we seek not only to uphold the memory those in the past but also the honor of the active unit.  We hope that you will find this guide helpful in creating your authentic impression of a camp follower of the 42nd. 

We historically represent the non-line part of the unit, consisting of wives and children of officers, NCOs and soldiers; as well as wagoneers, cordwainers, scouts and herders. During events, the distaff demonstrates period crafts as well as the tasks of a camp follower both in camp as well as on the field. We speak to the public about the events of the Revolutionary War and the lives of men, women and children of the 42nd Royal Highland Regiment.

Within this document are basic pointers on assembling a first “kit” for your distaff impression. Further research will certainly yield those important nuances and details we all strive for. The following information is just to get you started. Please keep in contact with your mentor or the Distaff Sjt’s or Cpl’s with any questions and concerns. It is suggested you contact them before making any large or questionable purchases. By doing this it may save you money in the long run. The Regimental Commander may also be of help. 

A Brief history of the original unit:

The 42nd was originally formed around the year 1729, when six independent companies of Highlanders were raised. To distinguish them from the regular troops, they were attired in a black, blue and green tartan and designated Am Freiceadan Dubh, or Black Watch. As the men of the Black Watch were not subjected to the disarming acts there was little difficulty in the formation of the company strength. In May of 1740 the government raised four additional companies and formed them all into a regiment of the line under the number of the 43rd, later changed to the 42nd, but still bearing the name of the Black Watch. 

The 42nd was sent to the American colonies to serve during the French and Indian War. Upon landing, the Highlanders attracted much notice, particularly from the Indians whom, for the similarity of their dress considered them to be of the same extraction as themselves, and therefore regarded the Highlanders as brothers. It was during this time that his majesty, King George II, conferred the title of Royal upon the regiment for valiant service and bravery.  After much service the 42nd returned to Ireland and then returned to Scotland after an absence of thirty-two years. 

Due to hostilities with America, the regiment was ordered to embark on April 14th 1776, along with Frasier’s Highlanders for the colonies. Upon landing, the regiment saw service throughout New York and on the 17th of November was placed in winter quarters in Mount-Holly, New York. After being pushed back to Prince Town, the 42nd spent the remainder of the winter season in the village of Pisquatua, between New York and Brunswick. The regiment continued to serve in the colonies until the end of the war at which point they returned to Canada. 

The 42nd did not return to England until August of 1789. After wintering in Tynemouth barracks, they were removed to Glasgow in May of 1790 where the inhabitants greeted them with great cordiality. The 42nd went on to serve honorably in all actions involving Great Britain.  
Our Impression

WE represent the Grenadier Company of the 42nd Foot, the Royal Highland Regiment, as they would have appeared in New York during October of 1776. Our clothing shows the rigors of both a long sea voyage and of participation in the New York area campaigns. 

Camp followers of the British army during the American War for Independence were family members of the officer’s, NCOs and soldiers. With the exception of the officer’s wives, there were no “fine” ladies in camp; this is a very important thing to remember. 

Not much research has been done on women of the army, but it is probably safe to say that they would have owned plain, serviceable clothes, suited for life with an army on the move. 

There were few unattached women in the company. Women received half pay and half rations, compared to their male counterparts for services rendered, such as laundry, mending, nursing, and tending to the baggage train during troop relocations. How much cash a distaff had at any point is still being researched. It is known that the men rarely got paid in cash in the colonies. The Companies kept debit and credit books and uniforms for the men; shoes bought for wives, etc. were debited from the soldier’s pay. It appears that in most cases there was little spending money left over. Women did washing for the men for pay, but in some cases, the payment was debited from the soldier’s account to her account or to her husband’s. It is therefore safe to say that there was probably little money on hand for the purchase of new articles of clothing. 

Guidelines for distaff clothing and a list of sources for different fabrics and apparel are contained within. This guide is meant to aid in making the 42nd’s distaff impression authentic. If you have any questions on fabrics, styles, or sewing techniques, please ask. No question is too small and it is easier to ask then to have to correct it later. We confess- we realize that many things that used to be wonderful parts of our impression were glaring errors and have gone into the ragbag. As more research is completed we find more errors and try to correct them as quickly as possible. Out of a genuine desire to aid new members, we present the following guide. 

Distaff Requirements 

During a weekend, there are a lot of things that need to be done to ensure that the camp runs smoothly and that no one person is bearing the brunt of the work load; we all want to be able to enjoy our weekend. We have a Duty Roster for all members of the Distaff, listing the various tasks to be done through out the weekend. This Roster is posted Friday evening, at the beginning of an event to allow for voluntary sign-up. Any tasks without volunteers will be assigned by the Distaff Command and must be strictly adhered to. Any dereliction of duty must be brought to the attention of the Distaff Command to be presented to the Field Commander.  The Distaff Command makes every attempt to take health, children, and time schedules into consideration when the Roster is being drawn up. If individuals would like to trade duties, both parties must initial the Roster. If you have particular preferences, it is your responsibility to let them be known prior to the Roster being drawn up for the weekend. 

Following are the tasks and their associated description:

Camp cleanup:
Go through camp with a trash bag collecting all garbage from bottles to cigarette butts. Personal items need to be put in a central location for owner redemption (e.g. eyeglasses). This needs to occur early each morning.

*Morning dishes:
Associated with Camp cleanup is the need to wash mugs and any dishes remaining from the prior evenings dinner. This occurs Sunday morning before breakfast.

Tent tying:
This is an all-day duty ensuring that any tent not “authentic” is tied shut during spectator hours.

Colours (AM & PM):
Following the Line to/from the NWTA formations and providing water (i.e., must own a canteen).

Battle (AM & PM):
Accompany the Line on field during tactical demonstrations; provide water, ensure decency & no injuries when a soldier ‘dies’, carry additional cartridges as requested, and gather empty cartridge papers as rounds are fired.

Extra Water:
This individual also attends battle, but in the background with a pail of water for replenishing those on the field.

Fashion Show:
Two part – attend Military show with the men as a mollie with water, bandages, etc; There is also a Distaff fashion show where the different ethnicities and statuses are depicted in the articles of clothing worn.

*Meals:
Preparation (chopping, mixing, cooking) of food for unit consumption at breakfast, lunch &/or dinner.

*Meal Dishes:
Clean up of personal utensils, plates, and mugs, in addition to associated pots, bowls, and utensils used during the preparation.

* These items only need assigned when the unit as a whole does a cook for a meal or a weekend. At All other times each member is responsible for there own cooking and dishes. 

Below is a sample roster encompassing the various duties that need to be done during a regular weekend. The Roster tasks will change from event to event depending on the activities scheduled.   

	Saturday
	Sunday

	

	Duty
	Person Responsible
	Duty
	Person Responsible

	

	Camp Clean-up
	Jessica 
	Camp Clean-up
	David, Robin, Kayte

	Tent tying
	Sue 
	*Morning Dishes
	Leslie, Rose

	Breakfast*
	Robin, Kayte 
	Tent tying
	Linda

	*Breakfast Dishes
	Rose, Sarah
	*Breakfast
	Robin, Kayte

	AM Colours
	Kristen, Leslie, Judy
	*Breakfast Dishes
	Linda, Tansy

	AM Battle
	Rose, Tansy, Becky
	AM Colours
	Sarah, Rose, Robin

	Extra Water
	Mindy
	AM Battle
	Judy, Leslie, Tansy

	Lunch* 
	Judy, Robin
	Extra Water
	Robin

	Lunch Dishes*
	Linda
	Lunch* 
	Linda, Leslie

	Military Fashion Show
	Robin, Kristen
	Lunch Dishes*
	Kristen

	Distaff Fashion Show
	Kayte, Kim
	Military Fashion Show
	Leslie, Tansy

	PM Battle
	Rose, Kristen, Leslie 
	Distaff Fashion Show
	Rose, Kayte

	Extra Water
	Robin
	PM Battle
	Judy, Leslie, Tansy

	*Dinner
	Kayte, Mindy
	Extra Water
	Sue

	PM Colours
	Tansy, Rose, Becky
	PM Colours
	Sarah, Rose, Kristen 

	*Dinner Dishes
	Jessica, Kristen
	
	


You are responsible for attending at least one unit formation (i.e. battle or colours) unless other arrangements have been made and agreed upon with the Distaff Command. This is all in an attempt to keep to the workload balanced and to make sure that everything gets accomplished in a timely and authentic manner.  Remember, if we can all work together it makes it that much easier to have an enjoyable weekend.

* Only needs assigned at times when the Regiment as a whole cooks a meal or meals for the weekend. Cooking and Dish Duty is not only for the distaff Department!! The line can and will assist in these duties.

Your Impression

When you become a member of the 42nd, you are committing to the goals of the group as a whole. We are a not-for-profit organization set up to further the knowledge and education of the public in the area of the American War for Independence. As such, your goal needs to be educating the public. There are many ways to do this, one of which is to know who you are. I don’t mean who you are outside of the reenacting world, I mean who you are portraying. As a member of the 42nd, you become a member of the NWTA, our parent organization. One part of being a member of that parent organization is standing for inspection every 4 years. Part of that process is a persona, identifying whom you portray. Every member of the distaff MUST have a persona that fits with the unit’s impression and be willing to follow through with that persona, do the things that person would have done. 

The following is an example of what your persona should look like. This IS an active persona of a member of our unit and one that has stood the test of time. 

My name is Elizabeth Hamilton. I was born in New York, the daughter of Sgt. Major Hamilton (a well-bred Scots man) and his wife Claudia Lynn (a Norwegian girl far from home and family). My parents met while my father was in the colonies during the 7 years war. My mother was working as a tavern maid at the Green Dragon Inn when the soldiers came. She befriended an officer and was taken into his service as an aid to his wife.  The Officer’s wife soon grew to like my mother and introduced her to the Sgt. Major, whom was in need of a woman to care for him. With the officer’s permission, they were married when my mother was found to be pregnant with twins. When the regiment left the colonies after the uprising, my family went with them. We thought never to see our home again but the ill-mannered colonists brought us back a few years later. 

I have been following the regiment since I was a wee lass, now that both my parents have passed and my brother has disappeared from the ranks, I am being allowed to stay with the only family I have known as long as I maintain my usefulness.  As I am not married, I do not receive the regular half ration of the rest of the wives. I earn what little I may doing mending and sewing for the troops.  To smooth my staying on, I also keep company with some of the NCO’s, it gives me a few more shillings and I hope that I might be allowed to stay a little longer until I can find a man still young of heart and kind to me to marry.  
When it comes time to write your persona, ask for help. The members of the distaff who have been around for a while know what works and what is going to be a little more difficult. The key to writing a good persona is to keep it simple and easy to remember. If you stick to the truth as much as you are able, it becomes very easy to simply embellish what you already have.  Remember, this is who you are, make sure that is going to be something that you enjoy.  

When it comes time for the actual inspection, there is a form, which you must fill out (DON’T WORRY, we’ll help). It is really pretty basic in that you write down what you wear and the documentation that says that you would have it and be wearing it. The next page shows a copy of what a partial IIF (Individual Inspection Form) would look like:
	Category
	Item – Describe Fully (style, fabric, color, etc.)
	Inspector’s Column

	A


	Head scarf –yellow, silk 
	

	Sources:
	I acquired this after the last battle from a fallen Provincial 

	C
	Glass bottle Canteen  - natural leather covered, old, beaten 
	

	Sources:
	

	H
	Winter cloak – wool, natural color
	

	Sources:
	Tidings From the 18th Century

	L
	Very old green linen corset
	

	Sources:
	

	M
	Pocket – white linen – crewel embroidery – floral pattern
	

	Sources:
	Rural Pennsylvania Clothing pg. 73

	M
	Dingy white cotton apron – waistband
	

	Sources:
	Rural Pennsylvania Clothing pg 57

	O
	Chemise – white linen – torn off at bottom
	

	Sources:
	Tidings From the 18th Century

	P
	Petticoat – linen – yellow and blue stripe- burn holes in bottom from fire
	

	Sources:
	Rural Pennsylvania Clothing pg. 45

	P
	Petticoat – heavy cotton – floral pattern – burgundy, blue, cream and green
	

	Sources:
	This was a gift to me from the officer’s wife when my father passed on; it was a cast off that she no longer wore, but new to me all the same. 

Williamsburg print, Rural Pennsylvania Clothing pg. 45

	Q
	Bare feet, pink, dirty
	

	Sources:
	Mom and Dad


Fabrics that were used during this time were all natural fiber materials; wool, linen, silk, some cottons, and blends thereof. Cloth made from any of these fibers ranged from very fine to rough and course. 

Synthetic fibers did not come into existence until the 20th century. Some “linen-look” fabrics, and many wool blends, have some synthetic content. Man-made fibers have a shiny finish and an unnatural drape to them. DO NOT USE THEM. This is for your safety as well as for authenticity reasons. Man made fibers will melt when they are too close to the fire and if they should catch fire will burn your skin much worse than their natural counterparts. 

Tips for selecting proper period fabrics:

Make sure to check the end of the bolt before you make a purchase.

Take swatches of your potential fabrics to a member of the distaff with proper knowledge before you extend large quantities of money. Natural fibers can be very expensive and it is heartbreaking to discover that what you thought was right, just isn’t. 

Stick with the basics. Plain colors that can be found in nature, wide stripes, woven check (big blocks), etc. 

Things to avoid:

· Small intricate patterns

· Gingham

· Colors that aren’t found in nature

· Patterns that you haven’t verified with someone 

Here are the basic fabrics that we use when creating our clothing:

	Linen 
	Although this was the poor man’s utilitarian cloth of the 18th century, it has become a luxury fabric in our time. It comes in a variety of weights and colors and can be used to make most of the clothing. 

	Wool
	Wool was England’s corner on the textile market of the 18th century.  It comes in many weights and colors and is wonderful for making warmer garments.  

	Cotton
	During the 18th century, printed cottons were imported from India and very costly. As a soldier’s wife, linen and wool would have been more common for clothing. 

	Silk
	As it is now, this was very expensive. Most would have gone without, or had merely a ribbon or kerchief. 
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Sewing and Patterns
The sewing machine was not invented until the mid 19th century. As we are portraying the late 18th century, all garments would have been hand-sewn. Ideally, all of our garments would also be hand-sewn, however, since we all have busy schedules, this is one area that we allow real world factors to outweigh authenticity. Machine stitched seams that do not show are acceptable. We ask that any sewing, which shows, be hand sewn to avoid a glaring modern look.  

For more techniques on 18th century construction techniques (VERY different from those used for 21st century clothing) contact the distaff. Generally, clothing was draped, which consists of cutting and fitting cloth to the individual’s body in the style of the day. This is a skill and art. While patterns are commercially available, for some of the more basic pieces, they vary greatly in accuracy. For the more advanced or adventurous sewers, patterns can be drafted from several excellent resources, including Janet Arnold’s Patterns of Fashion 1, Beth Gilgun’s Tidings from the 18th Century, Linda Baumgarten and John Watson’s Costume Close-up, and Sharon Ann Burnston’s Fitting and Proper. 

The desired silhouette of the latter part of the 18th century was very different than that of a 21st century model. The emphasis was more on a womanly shape: a conical torso, high lifted chest, pulled back shoulders, and wide hips. This is all achieved through the layering of proper clothing. 

	Item
	Description
	Fabrics
	How to wear it and Tips

	S

H

I

F

T


	This A-shaped garment has rectangular tube sleeves and square gussets at the underarm. The neckline is often cut very low and square having a drawstring closure. The length falls anywhere from knee to midcalf.
	This should be made of white linen. Finer linen may be used for a ruffle around the neck but avoid lace (as authentic lace is hard to come by) and never use eyelet. Heavier linen may be more appropriate but the finer the linen, the more comfortable it may be. (It will also wear out much quicker.)


	The important thing to remember when cutting is not to make the neckline to high. The style of the period was VERY low cut. You will be covered with a kerchief or jacket. Don’t be uncomfortable. 

You will want to make 2 so that you will be able to change Sunday. (You will appreciate this, as will all your friends!) 

	S

T

A

Y

S


	This is a body-fitting garment (called a corset in the 19th century) that is stiffened on the interior with boning placed edge to edge around the body. It laces closed, most often in the back. 
	Stays are multi-layer garments. The outer layer is either linen or worsted. Originally they were boned with reeds or whalebone, however modern stays are usually boned with either metal or plastic boning. DON”T use fabric store boning, it is too flimsy. The edges would be bound with either leather or tape. 
	THEY REALLY ARE COMFORTABLE!!!!

Stays serve as your foundation garment. The bottom portion of the bust should be compressed by the top edge of the stays. Rather than have cleavage, it was more fashionable to separate. The bottom should rest right at hip level. Stays are time consuming and difficult to make. They are commercially available for around $150 – 200. As these are a form-fitting article, don’t expect to be able to walk in to a sutler and walk out, usually they are an ordered item. 



	P

E

T

T

I

C

O

A

T


	“Petticoat” is the term used to refer to skirts of the period. The waists are finished with a waistband, tie tapes, drawstrings, or a combination of methods. The length depended upon social standing but in most case between mid-calf and ankle. 
	Linen and Worsted wool for summer. Heavy wool for winter. REMEMBER to talk to someone if you are using anything but a solid color found in nature. 
	The fashionable look demands full and rounded hips; petticoats provide this. At least 2 petticoats were worn at one time. Some women wear one under their stays for comfort. Depending upon your size, you will need to use 2-4 yrds of material to ensure the proper fit and fullness. Make sure to leave a slit for your pockets. 


	
S
T

O

C

K

I

N

G

S


	Knit stockings that come above the knee were the only undergarments worn under the shift in the 18th century. While we might update this with a pair of bloomers or biker shorts, we still need to wear stockings. 
	Thin and thick cotton stockings and wool stockings are available today.  Ladies stockings might have clocking upon them. 
	Depending upon the shape of your leg, you might decide to wear garters to hold up your stockings. Garters of the period were woven-tape wrapped around the leg and tied. It is a matter of preference if you tie them above or below the knee. Most sutlers carry stockings for about $8-15 a pair. I would recommend the spandex mix stockings as they fit more like a modern sock, the natural fiber socks tend to have ankles knit into them and they never seem to fit correctly. 



	S

H

O

E

S


	Rough leather shoes with wide heels that tied or closed with a plain brass buckle at the latchet were common footwear for the period. Cloth shoes were worn by the upper class and are not appropriate for camp. You may also opt to go bare foot but this is not recommended at several events. 
	Black leather, preferably rough side out. Leather thong ties or plain brass buckles for closure. 
	Wearing shoes seems like an easy thing to do; however, after a long day on your feet at an event, you may find that your feet hurt. When trying on period shoes, bring along a pair of gel insoles, wearing them in you shoes will help distribute the pressure on your feet. Hobnails will help extend the life of your shoes. Custom made shoes can be had, but G. Gedney Godwin, Bradley Company of the Fox, and Burnley & Trowbridge offer custom-quality shoes with the wait or cost. 



	C

A

P

S
	As women washed their hair infrequently, the cap served the dual purpose of keeping clean hair clean and dirty hair off of clean clothes. There are 3 main components of a cap.  1) The crown, which is a gathered part at the back of the head, 2) the brim, into which the crown is gathered, and 3) a ruffle that frames the face (not all caps have these depending on the cut of the brim).  
	White linen was the only material used. The finer the linen, the higher your status. 

Cotton is a cheaper alternative, but it makes a floppier cap that is not authentic. Linen holds its shape better. 

Use a linen fabric ruffle – DO NOT use lace or eyelet trim.  
	Women during this period wore their hair either up or braided back, it was rarely worn down. Due to modern hairstyles this doesn’t always work today. You need to have a head covering on at all times (unless documented otherwise). Caps come in many styles and you should look around or ask for help before making a decision. 

DO NOT use the “shower cap style” as it is not authentic and you will be asked to get rid of it immediately. 



	G

O

W

N


	Gowns are very common for all classes. The difference lies in the quality of the fabric used and in the cut of the gown. This garment combines a skirt with a bodice with close-fitting sleeves attached at the waist. The bodice may close with a stomacher, or may close edge to edge. The skirt may be open at the front to show the underskirts or be closed at the front (a “round gown”).


	Linen and worsted wool in the summer. Heavier wool in the winter. 

Gowns can be of solid or vertical striped fabric. Trims should not be used on mid to lower class gown. Upper class fabrics included silks and printed cottons – do not use them for mid to lower class impression.
	The gown is your outermost garment, dressed over shift, stays, and 2 or more petticoats. It closes in front with laces, pins, or stitching. The shift should show about 1 inch at the top of your gown, which should sit low on the chest. 

Patterns can be found in Pattern’s of Fashion or gowns may be commercially purchased. 

	J

A
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	A jacket is a hip to knee length fitted garment with fitted sleeves and a low scooped neck. 
	Linen in summer, wool for winter. 

Vertical stripes, solids, and SOME figured weaves may be used.
	As the top portion (bodice) is shaped like a gown it is worn and closed much the same way.  Patterns are available and they can be purchased commercially. 

	S

H

O

R

T
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	This is a T-shaped jacket in which the sleeves and body are cut in one piece and seamed under the arm. The hem falls to 6-8” below the waist and the shortgown is fitted with a series of flat pleats at the center back. This is a working class garment, easy to make, and comfortable to wear. 
	Linen in summer, wool in winter. 

Vertical stripes and solid colors may be used to make this garment. 
	The shortgown, even though boxy in construction is made to fit the body smoothly. The back is fitted with a series of small pleats and the front should be overlapped and pinned so a snug fit is achieved. 

Patterns are available. 
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	These are 32-45” squares or, when cut in half, triangles. A full bosomed look can be achieved with a folded square of stiffer linen that stands up around your neckline. A triangle of lighter weight fabric provides a covering without the excess bulk. The style you choose is based on weather, what you are doing, and modesty.

 
	Linen or worsted is good for basic wear. Cotton and silk work well for hotter weather or finer dress. 

Solid colors or stripes are appropriate. Woven two-tone checks were also common. 
	Kerchiefs are folded into a triangle, worn over the shoulders, and tucked, knotted, or pinned into the front of your gown. The back point may be left out or tucked in. This is nice in colder weather as it allows for a heavier weight to be worn. 


	A

P
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	The apron was always worn. It was almost the length of the skirts over which it was being worn. It was either worn on a waistband or on a drawstring. Either way, you want the ties long enough to be comfortably tied over all the rest of your clothing.
	Linen, worsted, or wool.

Two colored checks, solids and vertical stripes are good patterns. Most of them were made of a white fabric for economic reasons
	The apron is worn over all of your garments excepting a jacket or gown. They are very useful in keeping your clothes clean and make wonderful rags to grab things or as something to wipe your, or some grubby soldier’s, hands and face. Depending on your waist measurement, use a 27-36” panel cut slightly shorter than the hem on your skirts. 
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	This is a flat fabric bag worn on tape ties around the waist. Pockets were either single or worn in pairs (one on either hip). They are either worn on a drawstring or waistband with ties attached. Each pocket has a vertical slit in the front through which items are placed in the bag. The slit corresponds with the slits on your petticoats providing access. 
	Linen and cotton. 

The back was of a plain fabric and the front of a more decorative fabric. 

Almost any pattern of stripes, checks, figured patterns, or 18th century floral on cotton. Embroidered pockets were one way for an unmarried woman to show off her skills and very common. 
	When pocket are worn under your skirts (which they would have been unless embroidered) wear them under your top skirt so you don’t have to dig through several layers. 

Trace a borrowed pocket, cut out the 2 pieces, and cut a 10” slit in the front piece at top center. Place right sides together, seam around. Whip the edges of the slit to finish. Finish top edge with tape binding long enough to wrap around your waist and tie. 



	H

A

T


	Hats keep the sun off your face. Round hats with extremely short crowns (1” or less) were fashionable and what we prefer. Look for a hat that is about 14” in diameter or a little larger.
	These should be made of finely braided straw or felt and have plain weave tape ties attached under the brim. They can be decorated but PLEASE check with the distaff before you do so. 
	Your hat is worn over your other head coverings. It is tied behind the head with the hat tipped slightly forward, down over your face. On a windy day, you might want to tie your hat under your chin to help keep it on your head. The brim should come right about eye level. 

Many sutlers sell wide brimmed low crown hats. 



	C

L

O

A

K


	Cloaks are half circles gathered into a neckband with a hood. They can reach from fingertip length to midcalf. Longer cloaks are often impractical due to mud or the fire. 
	Heavy felted wool in dark colors is best. Most edges are left raw due to felted wool not raveling. 
	Patterns are available and some of the sutlers sell them ready-made. Look at some of the ones around camp and you will see several variations that you might like. 


The Little Things make all the Difference!!!!!!!

· Leave the makeup and nail polish at home. Only the very wealthy wore makeup and this consisted of beauty patches and powder. A natural face is the most authentic look. We do recommend lots of moisturizers and sunscreen be worn even when you don’t think you need it!

· Remove all modern jewelry. Don’t wear the watches, earrings (simple hoops are ok), rings (wedding bands are an exception), etc. Even if it were suitable to the period, most of us would have been too poor to afford such finery.

· Do retain modesty. A reputable woman would not have been seen in public without her head and elbows covered. 

· Use hand made brass pins or hawthorns to close your gown or jacket. Stainless steel was not invented yet. 

· Learn an 18th century in camp activity. There are always lots of things to do in camp but if you learn a handicraft, it gives you something to do up by the rope line that attracts spectators. 

· Learn about what the men are doing. It makes it easier for you to talk to the spectators while the men are doing line maneuvers, as well as allowing you to know what is going on when you are on the field. 

· Wash your undergarments (shifts, stockings, caps, kerchiefs, and apron) every event. This will keep you smelling and feeling fresh while the rest of your clothing can still take on the look of the environment, which we are portraying. IT SHOULDN’T LOOK NEW!!! We don’t recommend using bleach; remember sun kills bacteria and spot cleaning is a period technique that can be used to clean stains or underarms. 

· DON’T IRON YOUR CLOTHES for an event. We know they look wrinkled, they are supposed to look like you have been living in them for a while.

· ASK QUESTIONS!!!!!  If you are unsure about clothing, appearance, or in-camp activities, please ask. We are always trying to find new ways to improve our own appearance too and your questions might bring us to some realization that we had never had or we can help you learn why something won’t work.  Let’s do this together. 

Suggested Sources for Documentation and Reading

Arnold, Janet. Patterns of Fashion 1: Englishwoman’s Dresses and Their Construction, c. 1660-1860. New York: Drama Book Publishers, 1972

Baumgarten, Linda and John Watson (with Florin Carr). Costume Close-up, Clothing Construction and Pattern, 1750-1790. Williamsburg, VA: Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, in association with Quite Specific Media Group, New York, c. 1999

_________. Dress in Eighteenth-Century England. New York: Holmes & Meier, 1979.

Burnston, Sharon A. Fitting and Proper:18th Century Clothing from the Collection of the Chester County Historical Society. Texarkana, TX: Scurlock Publishing Co., 2000

Gehret, Ellen J. Rural Pennsylvania Clothing. George Shumway Publisher, York, Pennsylvania, 1976.

Gilgun, Beth. Tidings From the 18th Century. First Edition, Rebel Publishing, Texarkana, TX, 1993, Second Edition, Scurlock Publishing, 1999

Kyoto Costume Institute. Revolution in Fashion. [Karei na kakumei. English] Revolution in Fashion: European clothing 1715-1815. Contributing authors, Jean Starobinski…[et al]. New York: Abbeville Press, c 1989

Waugh, Nora. The Cut of Women’s Clothes: 1600-1930. New York: Theatre Arts Books, 1968

__________. Corsets and Crinolines. [New York]: Theatre Arts Books [1970, c 1954]

There are many more good books out there. These are just a few that I personally find helpful or that I use to make or document my clothing.  I hope that you enjoy looking through these and can find many more that you enjoy. 

Remember, anything that deviates from what we consider a typical piece of clothing, or anything specific to your persona, you MUST document. We are always willing to help find documentation but the responsibility is yours. 

Most of all, remember to have fun!
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� It should be noted that, when considering the practice of the British Army, those of other Highland units will be considered important.  Most Highland Units were expected to pattern themselves on the 42nd, so by inference, there should be close parallels in uniform and equipment.


� Strachan, Hew. British Military Uniforms 1768-1796, Arms and Armour Press, London, 1975. Pp. 240  See also Pp. 249


� Kingsland, P.W., British Military Uniforms and Equipment, Vol. I., Kingsland and Cox Limited, London, 1975.  NP: A comparison of our material and the original specimen during a trip to the museum confirms the closeness of reproduction.


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Barthorp, Michael. The Jacobite Rebellions 1689-1745.  Osprey Publishing, London, 1982. Pp. “F”


� Strachen, Pp. 265


� Barthorp, Pp. 35


� Hesketh, Christian. Tartans, Octopus Books, London, 1961. Pp. 5


� Ibid.


� No mention of a separate “music or piper’s tartan exists during the revolutionary period.  The Minorca portraits of the 25th Foot shows a piper in “government tartan” (Strachan, plate 54; color reproduction available in regimental brochure of KSOB.) While 42nd inspection returns (Strachan, Pp. 267) indicates that both fifers and pipers were uniformed as drummers.  It is difficult to envision the Hanoverian king permitting the military to use anything even slightly redolent of the vanquished Stuart-dynasty. The red or Royal Stuart kilts currently worn by the 42nd pipers were authorized during the Reign of Victoria.


� The Morier Grenadier painting in the 1872 clothing book held in the National Army Museum shows the red over-stripe.


� Kingsland, No Page.   Strachan, Pp. 267


� The drawing of a sergeant of the 84th (Royal Highland Immigrants) by Von Germain, done in 1777, clearly shows the red over-stripe.   Strachan, Pp. 272


� Hesketh, Pp. 197


� Cuthbertson, Bennett,  System for the Complete Interior Management and Economy of a Battalion of Infantry. J. Millian, London, 1779.  Pp. 58


   Peebles, John,  Daybook and Diary.


� Peebles, John, Daybook and Diary.


� Strachan,  Pp. 171


� Op. Cit.,  Pp. 141


� Strachan, Plate 55


� Strachan, Pp. 180


� Grenadier Book plate


� Strachan, Pp. 174


� Op. Cit. plate 38


� Grenadier Book plate


� The strap attachment can be clearly seen on the dead 72nd officer in Copley’s “The Death of Major Pierson”, Strachan plate 58


� Strachan, Pp. 174


� Strachan Plate 54


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Strachan, Pp. 174


� Strachan, Pp. 173


� Peebles, warrant attached to Day Book


� Woods, Stephen.  Conversation with Author, 1987.


� Woods, Stephen.  The Scottish Soldier, Archive Publications Limited, Manchester, 1987. Pp. 35


� Strachan,  Pp. 172


� Op. Cit., Pp. 180


� Cuthbertson, Appendix IV


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Ibid.


� Grenadier Book Plate


� Strachan, Pp. 267  Since there is no pattern available the Company will not field a dress sporran for enlisted men at this time.


� Kingsland, No Page.


� Hesketh, Pp. 197


� Strachan, Pp. 174


� Calver, William L. & Bolton, Richard P., History Written With a Pick and Shovel, New York Historical Society, New York, 1950. No Page.


� Strachan, Pp. 178


� Strachan, Pp. 174


� Ibid.


� Woods, Pp. 34


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Woods, Pp. 37


� No view, either side or front of a diced bonnet in a period painting shows a red (or any other color touree) and the only known bonnet badge belongs to the 71st.


� Strachan, Pp. 268


� Strachan, Pp. 175


� Ibid.


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� The company pattern is based upon the painting “A Pinch of Snuff” (Hesketh, Pp. 98) which shows the bearskin tuft and the cockade.  It should be noted that references to ostrich feathers in bonnets refer to the diced bonnet worn as full dress by line companies. The red sweatband should contain a drawstring used to tighten the bonnet on the head – absence of the drawstring should be noted in the IIR as a variant.


� Strachan, Pp. 217


� Ibid.


� Peebles, No Page


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Cuthbertson, Article XLIV.


� Ibid.


� Morier’s grenadier drawings, colored, show the canteen as raw tin. Similar evidence may be had from Hogarth’s “March to Finchley”.


� Strachan, Pp. 175


� Op. Cit., Plates 49 & 50


� Strachan, Pp. 267


� Grenadier Book Plate


� Most books on weapons and equipment of the revolution picture at least one cipher marked belly box. Examples have also been excavated from Fort Ligonier.


� The gilded cipher is clearly visible on the Grenadier Book Plate.


� Grenadier Book Plate.


� Hume, Ivor Noel, A Guide to Artifacts of Colonial America, Alfred A. Knopf, new York, 1970. Pp. 51


The Ligonier dig book has better pictures and measurements, but is extremely rare.


� Grenadier Book Plate


� Strachan, Pp. 173


� Ibid.


� Kingsland, No Page.


� Strachan, Pp. 172


� Strachan, Pp. 271 & 258


� Strachan, Pp. 173


� Strachan, Pp. 173


� Kingsland, No Page.


� Darling, Anthony D., Red Coat and Brown Bess;  Museum Restoration Service, Ottawa, 1970. Pp. 33


� Blackmore, Howard L., British Military Firearms;  Arco Publishing Company, New York, 1961. Pp. 216 & Pp. 225


� Cuthbertson, Pp. 67  - N.B. Cuthbertson refers to hammer stalls as a service item, so ours does have some historical precedent.


� Cuthbertson, Pp. 67


� Strachan, Pp. 197


� Blackmore, Pp. 65  - N.B.  The issue warrant refers to “side pistols & straps,” indicating that the carriage strap was also an issue item and therefore, uniform.


� Blackmore, Pp. 66


� Ibid.


� The strap is quite visible in “A Pinch of Snuff” (Hesketh, pp. 41); A portrait of the Earl of Eglinton (Hesketh, pp. 46); and the print of “The Muniteer Farquhar Shaw” (Hesketh, pp. 58)


� Darling, Anthony D.,  Swords for the Highland Regiments 1757 – 1784; Andrew Mowbray Incorporated, Lincoln, RI, 1988. Pp. 18


� Op. Cit.


� Neuman, George C.,  Swords and Blades of the American Revolution;  Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, PA, 1973. Pp. 71


� Wallace, John,  Scottish Swords and Dirks; Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, PA, 1970. Pp. 59  See also Darling, Swords…, Pp. 11 and Neuman, Pp. 230


� Neuman, Pp. 230  See also Forman, James D., ‘The Scottish Dirk’, The Canadian Journal of Arms Collecting, Vol. 13, No. 1, Pp. 16 (While this is an obscure reference, the author has provided the I.G. with a photocopy of the entire article)


� This can be seen in the Dayes illustration of a 42nd officer (Strachan Plate 1) as well as a wide variety of period military prints and civilian portraits.


� Wallace, Plate 77


� Ibid.


� Cuthbertson, Pp. 91


� Neuman, George C., & Kravic, Frank J., Collector’s Illustrated Encyclopedia of the American Revolution; Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, PA,  Pp. 98


� Cuthbertson, Pp. 91


� Strachan, Pp. 172


� Ibid., Pp. 267
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