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Printers

As a music teacher using music composition programs is part of students every day life.  For printing music, the best printers to buy are laser printers.  They can print quickly and music notation comes out clear.  The Lexmark T430dn would be the printer of choice for me school.  The printers can be used in the music lab and music offices because the current printers are not only slow but also very old.  These new printers would make life much better for our music students.
Scanners

Scanners are one again, great for music teachers.  We can take music that we all ready have printed and scan in right in to the computer and save it.  This can help to back up all of the originals we have and to also make any adjustments in rhythms or notes that may be too difficult for our students.  Scanning music can save us a lot of time when changing music notation because we don’t need to enter the entire notation into a program such as Finale.  The best scanner for music use would be the hand held wand scanners.  They don’t take up any more space but are super fast and reasonably priced.

Digital Cameras


Digital cameras are so much fun to use.  They have so many options and really take great pictures.  In order to implement the use of digital cameras into my curriculum I would have students participate in a contest.  They can take pictures of anything music related, such as instruments, and the best photo could be the front cover of our concert programs.  There are so many concerts throughout the year that many students would have the opportunity to have their photo featured.  I’m not sure how I would integrate digital cameras into daily music lessons so that’s something I would need to look into and work on.  Digital cameras can allow students to look at things from a different perspective.  Using this technology can open the minds of students to be artistic as well as creative.
Assistive Technology


Assistive technology can be used in any classroom environment.  This technology creates a wonderful atmosphere for students with disabilities.  The educators in a non-exceptional classroom may have to put more time and effort into learning how to use the assistive technologies but once they know how to implement the technology I’m sure they would use it all of the time.

CD Rom/CD RW


If I was on the technology committee I would just have them purchase the computers that have the CD-RW drive.  The computers might be slightly more expensive but at least they do not have to purchase an external drive to do the same thing.  Schools that have CD-RW drives can be used for multi purposes and in addition will save space.  Also, if for some reason the drive stops working there should be a warranty and therefore should not cost any additional money in fixing it.

Troubleshooting Tips

· The computer won’t turn on

· Make sure everything is plugged in.  Check all of the wires!

· The computer is on but the screen is blank

· Make sure that the monitor is plugged in.  Then make sure the wire is plugged into the back of the monitor.  If the power light is not on than the outlet is not delivering power so try a different one.
· Computer is on but is “frozen”

· Press and hold the power button for 5 seconds.  This will re boot the computer

· Internet is slow
· Frequently clear out the “cookies” and temporary files

· Computer can not connect to the internet

· Check to make sure the wires are connected.
· Make sure the IP address is correct 

· Make sure that the firewalls are not blocking the site

