For the Parents of a Struggling Child
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Father,

They come to the parent-teacher conference

Warily,

Wearily,

Knowing full well 

What they’re not going to hear.

They won’t hear that their son is in the top reading group,

Or that he’s a whiz at math,

Or that his penmanship is flawless,

Or that he’s entering the science fair,

Or that he was last to sit down

At the spelling bee.
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But, Father,

Let them hear what I have to say.

Let them hear

That even thought school is hard for him

(and probably always will be),

He never gives up.

He struggles on until he gets it,

And what he’s learned, he’s earned;

It’s his to keep.

Let them hear 

That this report card doesn’t mean 

Their son’s not good enough.
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Rather, this standard of measurement

Isn’t good enough to measure him.

Father,

Let me say

And let them hear

That he’s as fine and brave and good a person 

As ever I’ve met.

They came this evening

Warily,

Wearily.

Let them go home satisfied 

And proud.
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