Where are the Watchmen?
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This sermon is part of a series entitled Facing the Crisis (10 of 13)
By Elder Lawrence Nelson
We begin with God asking a question and giving the answer as in Isaiah 21:11,12: "Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night." God had appointed Isaiah as His faithful watchman and God was asking for a report. Before we discuss the tremendous implications to be discovered in His answer, "The morning cometh, and also the night," let us pray for guidance.
Our loving Father, we are about to probe deeply into the responsibilities of Thy watchman. Please enlighten us with Thy Holy Spirit as to what we should expect to hear from Thy appointed watchman in these final, closing hours just before the return of Jesus. This we ask in His name, Amen.
In the book, Gospel Workers p. 14, God has given to us an inspired understanding as to what He expected of a watchman in the days of Isaiah. "In ancient times, sentinels were often stationed on the walls of cities, where, from points of vantage, they could overlook important points to be guarded, and give warning of the approach of an enemy. Upon their faithfulness depended the safety of all within. At stated intervals they were required to call to one another, to make sure that all were awake, and that no harm had befallen any. The cry of good cheer, or of warning was borne from one to another, each repeating the call until it reechoed around the city."
Just so today the spiritual watchman on the walls of Zion (God's church) should be found standing in the watchtower with the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy in his hand and with his prayer constantly ascending for divine grace. His eyes and ears ever alert for he must be acquainted with the horizon of our time. He must be able, by divine help, to perceive the pulse and the mood of the day. He must also know what God's people should be doing now and he should be keenly aware of the timely messages needed so that God's end-time people may be ever ready.
Now with such knowledge of what God expects of His watchmen let us turn our thoughts to the question, "What is the meaning of God's words spoken to Isaiah when He said, 'Watchmen, what of the night?'" The Spirit of Prophecy gives us an answer, "The watchman is to know the time of the night." Testimonies for the Church, Volume 6, p. 407. In addition we ready in Testimonies to Ministers p. 230, "As the inquiry shall be made, 'Watchmen, what of the night?' the faithful message is to be heard in response, 'The morning cometh, and also the night.'"
Now this leads us to a further question. What is the meaning of the words, "The morning cometh"? Again we will turn to Inspiration which will give us the answer in Testimonies for the Church, Volume 4, p. 592. We read, "Beloved, what a glorious morning this will be when the Lifegiver awakens the countless millions of the redeemed and we, which remain alive, will receive, with the risen saints, everlasting life." You just can't help but say "Praise God, it is coming, a glorious morning when Jesus returns!" 
