CLOSING EVENTS CHART

The Closing Events In Order:

| saw that the powers of earth are now being shaken and that events come in order. [EW 41]

We are to see in history the fulfillment of prophecy, to study the workings of Providence in the great

reformatory movements, and to understand the progress of events in the marshalling of the nations
for the final conflict of the great controversy. MH 441.2

...in His Word . . . the prophetic chain . . . tells us where we are today in the procession of the ages,

and what may be expected in the time to come. All that prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until
the present time, has been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all which is
yet to come will be fulfilled in its order. Ed 178.3

THE CHRISTIAN “HAS A CHART POINTING
OUT EVERY WAY MARK ON THE
HEAVENWARD JOURNEY AND HE OUT
NOT TO GUESS AT ANYTHING. ” GC 598

AN ARK TO PREPARE — Heb. 11:7. Are we Ready for the severe trail to which the
enforcement of the National Sunday Law will bring us? See Note 8. Are we
PREPARING for the FLOOD of trouble when God’s people will be persecuted and will
not be able to buy or sell, and for the LOUD CRY by (10 avoiding labor unions, (2) doing
medical missionary work and (3) moving to the country? See “the Spirit of Prophecy
Program for the model School by Elder James Lee in the JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST
EDUCATION. April-May and June-July, 1968 edition.

THE CLOSING EVENTS ARE CLEARLY PRESENTED

1. “The events connected with the close of probation and the work of
preparation for the time of trouble are clearly presented.” GC 594.

2. “... in the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it was
opened to the disciples by the words of Christ.” GC 594.

3. We should study the great way marks that point out the times in which we are
living.: OHC 340.



4, “Those who place themselves under God’s control ... will catch the steady
tread of the events ordained by Him to take place.” 7T 14.

5. “God has a people upon the earth who is faith and holy hope are tracking
down the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy.” 4T 307

6. “Let us read and study those portions of God’s Word that have special
reference to these last days, pointing out the dangers that will threaten God’s
people.” 8T 100, 101. “Fearful tests and trials away the people of God.” 9T 17.

7. “The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation
are to occupy the first place in the minds of God’s people. Nothing else is to be
allowed to engross our attention.” 8T 302.

8. “The crisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swelling figures show that the time
for God'’s visitation has about come. ... Those who walk in the light will see signs
of the approaching peril; ...”5T 509

9. “I saw that the powers of earth are now being shaken and that events come in
order.” EW 41
10.  “We are to see in history the fulfilment of prophecy. ... to understand the

progress of events in the marshaling of the nations for the final conflict of the
great controversy.” MH 442.

11.  “...in His Word, ... the prophetic chain, ... tells us where we are today in the
procession of the ages, and what may be expected. ...” Ed 178.
12.  “As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies relating to the last

days, especially demand our study.” COL 133. [Ev 151; PK 547]

13.  “The 13" chapter of Revelation, and the first five verses of the 14", is ONE
CONNECTED CHAIN OF PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE EVENTS. Down to
the complete redemption of the 144,000: then the 6" verse commences another
CHAIN OF EVENTS, which carry us down through the history of God’s people in
this mortal state.” James White, WTLF 10.

14.  We are to “Live and act wholly in reference to the coming of the Son of Man. ”
EW 58.

15.  “Coming events cast their shadows before. The Spirit of God is withdrawing
from the earth... calamity follows calamity... probation’s hour is fast closing; ...
every case is about to be eternally decided.” DA 636.

o GC 594
. GC
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"The events connected with the close of probation and the work

of preparation for the time of trouble are clearly presented." GC 594

To every soul will come the searching test: Shall | obey God rather than men? The decisive hour
is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God’s immutable word? Are we prepared

to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?
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Before His crucifixion the Saviour explained to His disciples that He was to be put to death and
to rise again from the tomb, and angels were present to impress His words on minds and hearts.
But the disciples were looking for temporal deliverance from the Roman yoke, and they could not
tolerate the thought that He in whom all their hopes centered should suffer an ignominious death.
The words which they needed to remember were banished from their minds; and when the time
of trial came, it found them unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destroyed their hopes as if He
had not forewarned them. So in the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it was
opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The events connected with the close of probation
and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no
more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches
to catch away every impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of
trouble will find them unready.

When God sends to men warnings so important that they are represented as proclaimed by holy
angels flying in the midst of heaven, He requires every person endowed with reasoning powers to
heed the message. The fearful judgments denounced against the worship of the beast and his
image (Revelation 14:9-11), should lead all to a diligent study of the prophecies to learn what the
mark of the beast is, and how they are to avoid receiving it. But the masses of the people turn
away their ears from hearing the truth and are turned unto fables. The apostle Paul declared,
looking down to the last days: “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.” 2
Timothy 4:3. That time has fully come. The multitudes do not want Bible truth, because it
interferes with the desires of the sinful, world-loving heart; and Satan supplies the deceptions

which they love.

. in the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly

as it was opened to the disciples by the words of Christ." GC 594

To every soul will come the searching test: Shall | obey God rather than men? The decisive hour
is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God’s immutable word? Are we prepared

to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?

Before His crucifixion the Saviour explained to His disciples that He was to be put to death and
to rise again from the tomb, and angels were present to impress His words on minds and hearts.
But the disciples were looking for temporal deliverance from the Roman yoke, and they could not
tolerate the thought that He in whom all their hopes centered should suffer an ignominious death.
The words which they needed to remember were banished from their minds; and when the time
of trial came, it found them unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destroyed their hopes as if He
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had not forewarned them. So in the prophecies the future is opened before us as plainly as it was
opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The events connected with the close of probation
and the work of preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly presented. But multitudes have no
more understanding of these important truths than if they had never been revealed. Satan watches
to catch away every impression that would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of
trouble will find them unready.

When God sends to men warnings so important that they are represented as proclaimed by holy
angels flying in the midst of heaven, He requires every person endowed with reasoning powers to
heed the message. The fearful judgments denounced against the worship of the beast and his
image (Revelation 14:9-11), should lead all to a diligent study of the prophecies to learn what the
mark of the beast is, and how they are to avoid receiving it. But the masses of the people turn
away their ears from hearing the truth and are turned unto fables. The apostle Paul declared,
looking down to the last days: “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.” 2
Timothy 4:3. That time has fully come. The multitudes do not want Bible truth, because it
interferes with the desires of the sinful, world-loving heart; and Satan supplies the deceptions
which they love.

We should study the great waymarks that point out the times in which we are
Living."

Charmed with Christ’s Love, November 30

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Colossians 3:1,
2.

When we are tempted to place our affections on any earthly object that has a tendency to absorb
our love, we must seek grace to turn from it, and not allow it to come between us and our God.
We want to keep before the mind’s eye the mansions which Jesus has gone to prepare for us. We
must not allow our houses and lands, our business transactions and worldly enterprises to come
between us and our God. We should keep before us the rich promises that He has left on record.

We should study the great waymarks that point out the times in which we are living.... We
should now pray most earnestly that we may be prepared for the struggles of the great day of
God’s preparation. We should rejoice in the prospect of soon being with Jesus in the mansions He
has gone to prepare for us.... Jesus can supply your every need.... As you behold Him you will

be charmed with the riches of the glory of His divine love. The idolatrous love of things that are
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seen will be superseded by a higher and better love for things that are imperishable and precious.
You may contemplate eternal riches until your affections are bound to things above, and you may

be an instrument in directing others to set their affections on heavenly treasures....

Those who rightly value money are those who see its availability in bringing the truth before
those who have never heard it, and by this means rescuing them from the power of the enemy. If
one soul accepts the truth, his love for earthly things is dislodged. He sees the surpassing glory of
heavenly things, appreciates the excellency of that which relates to everlasting life. He is charmed
with the unseen and eternal. His grasp loosens from earthly things. He fastens his eye with
admiration upon the invincible glories of the other world. He realizes that his trials are working
out for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, and in comparison to the riches that
are his to enjoy he counts them light afflictions which are but for a moment. Let thine eyes look
right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Proverbs 4:25.

"Those who place themselves under GOd's control ... will catch

the steady tread of the events ordained by Him to take place." 7T 14.

Do we realize how large a number in the world are watching our movements? From quarters
where we least expect will come voices urging us forward in the work of giving to the world the
last message of mercy. Ministers and people, wake up! Be quick to recognize and seize every
opportunity and advantage offered in the turning of the wheel of providence. God and Christ and
the heavenly angels are working with intense activity to hold in check the fierceness of Satan’s
wrath, that God’s plans may not be thwarted. God lives and reigns. He is conducting the affairs of
the universe. Let His soldiers move forward to victory. Let there be perfect unity in their ranks.
Let them press the battle to the gates. As a mighty Conqueror, the Lord will work for them.

Let the gospel message ring through our churches, summoning them to universal action. Let the
members of the church have increased faith, gaining zeal from their unseen, heavenly allies, from
a knowledge of their exhaustless resources, from the greatness of the enterprise in which they are
engaged, and from the power of their Leader. Those who place themselves under God’s control,
to be led and guided by Him, will catch the steady tread of the events ordained by Him to take
place. Inspired with the Spirit of Him who gave His life for the life of the world, they will no
longer stand still in impotency, pointing to what they cannot do. Putting on the armor of heaven,
they will go forth to the warfare, willing to do and dare for God, knowing that His omnipotence
will supply their need.

"God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy
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hope are tracking down the roll of fast fulfilling prophecy." 4T 307

God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing down the roll of fast-
fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying the truth, that they may not be
found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear.

Many who have called themselves Adventists have been time setters. Time after time has been set
for Christ to come, but repeated failures have been the result. The definite time of our Lord’s
coming is declared to be beyond the ken of mortals. Even the angels who minister unto those who
shall be heirs of salvation know not the day nor the hour. “But of that day and hour knoweth no
man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only.” Because the times repeatedly set have
passed, the world is in a more decided state of unbelief than before in regard to the near advent of
Christ. They look upon the failures of the time setters with disgust; and because men have been
so deceived, they turn from the truth substantiated by the word of God that the end of all things is
at hand.

Those who so presumptuously preach definite time, in so doing gratify the adversary of souls; for
they are advancing infidelity rather than Christianity. They produce Scripture and by false
interpretation show a chain of argument which apparently proves their position. But their failures
show that they are false prophets, that they do not rightly interpret the language of inspiration.
The word of God is truth and verity, but men have perverted its meaning. These errors have
brought the truth of God for these last days into disrepute. Adventists are derided by ministers of
all denominations, yet God’s servants must not hold their peace. The signs foretold in prophecy

are fast fulfilling around us. This should arouse every true follower of Christ to zealous action.

"Let us read and study those portions of God's Word that have special

reference to these Llast days, pointing out the dangers that will threaten God's
people."”

A man cannot be a happy Christian unless he is a watchful Christian. He who overcomes must
watch; for, with worldly entanglements, error, and superstition, Satan strives to win Christ’s
followers from Him. It is not enough that we avoid glaring dangers and perilous, inconsistent
moves. We are to keep close to the side of Christ, walking in the path of self-denial and sacrifice.
We are in an enemy’s country. He who was cast out of heaven has come down with great power.
With every conceivable artifice and device he is seeking to take souls captive. Unless we are

constantly on guard we shall fall an easy prey to his unnumbered deceptions.



The experience of the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane contains a lesson for the Lord’s
people today. Taking with Him Peter and James and John, Christ went to Gethsemane to pray. He
said to them: “My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. And He went
forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from Him. And He said, Abba Father, all things are possible unto Thee; take away this cup from
Me: nevertheless not what I will, but what Thou wilt. And He cometh, and findeth them sleeping,
and saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? Watch ye and pray,
lest ye enter into temptation.” Mark 14:34-38.

Read these words carefully. Many today are asleep, as were the disciples. They are not watching
and praying lest they enter into temptation. Let us read and study those portions of God’s word
that have special reference to these last days, pointing out the dangers that will threaten God’s

people.

We need keen, sanctified perception. This perception is not to be used in criticizing and
condemning one another, but discerning the signs of the times. We are to keep our hearts with all
diligence, that we may not make shipwreck of faith. Many who were once firm believers in the
truth have become careless in regard to their spiritual welfare and are yielding, without the
slightest opposition, to Satan’s well-laid plots. It is time for our people to take their families from
the cities into more retired localities, else many of the youth, and many also of those older in
years, will be ensnared and taken by the enemy.

*hkkkhk

January 7, 1903.

We have all been made very sad by the news of the terrible loss that has come to the cause in the
burning of the Review and Herald office. In one year two of our largest institutions have been
destroyed by fire. The news of this recent calamity has caused us to mourn deeply, but it was
permitted by the Lord to come upon us, and we should make no complaint, but learn from it the

lesson that the Lord would teach us.

The destruction of the Review and Herald building should not be passed over as something in
which there is no meaning. Everyone connected with the office should ask himself: “Wherein do
I deserve this lesson? Wherein have I walked contrary to a ‘Thus saith the Lord,” that He should
send this lesson to me? Have | heeded the warnings and reproofs that He has sent, or have |

followed my own way?”
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Let the heart-searching God reprove the erring, and let each one bow before Him in humility and
contrition, casting aside all self-righteousness and self-importance, confessing and forsaking
every sin, and asking God, in the name of the Redeemer, for pardon. God declares, “Him that
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37); and those who in sincerity present
themselves before Him will be pardoned and justified, and will receive power to become the sons
of God.

e 9T 17

e "Fearful tests and trials await the people of God." 9T 17.

o Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations
from one end of the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is
coming,—a time of trouble such as has not been since there was a nation,—God’s chosen
people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot destroy them, for angels that excel
in strength will protect them.

*hkkkhk

e God’s word to His people is: “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, ... and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be My sons and daughters.” “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18; 1 Peter 2:9. God’s
people are to be distinguished as a people who serve Him fully, wholeheartedly, taking no
honor to themselves, and remembering that by a most solemn covenant they have bound
themselves to serve the Lord and Him only.

e “The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying,
Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your
generations; that ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the
Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you: everyone that defileth it shall surely be put to
death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his
people. Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the
Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the
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children of Israel forever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the
seventh day He rested, and was refreshed.” Exodus 31:12-17.

Are You Ready For The Crisis of the Ages ?

ARE YOU READY FOR THE CRISIS OF THE AGES?

PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD O, ISRAEL!

Study of the Sanctuary!

1. THE PLAN OF SALVATION ILLUSTRATED BY THE OLD

TESTAMENT SANCTUARY SERVICE.

“THY WAY O GOD, IS IN THE SANCTUARY.” Ps. 77:13

THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY with its two apartments, its furniture, and its daily and yearly

services, represented the heavenly sanctuary and its services in its two-fold ministration.
THE PRIESTS represented Christ.

THE SACRIFICES represented Jesus, the Lamb of God, who, by the sacrifice of Himself, atoned
for the sins of the world. The type points to the antitype; the shadow to the reality.

THE DAILY SERVICE represented Christ’s sacrifice for us on the cross and His ministry for us

in the Holy place of the heavenly sanctuary.

THE EARLY SERVICE represented Christ’s work for us in the most Holy Place of the heavenly
sanctuary.

As the yearly service was on the Day of Atonement and was a work of Judgment, so with the

antitype.


https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Bible&bookCode=KJV&bookSubCode=Exodus&lang=en&chapter=31&verse=12
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+77%3A13&version=KJV

THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY was CLEANSED on the Day of Atonement. Lev. 16:30-34;
23:26-30.

THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY is cleansed on the antitypical day of atonement — 1844 to the
close of probation.

Dan. 8:14, “And he said unto me. Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be CLEANSED [justified, restored, vindicated].”

Dan. 7:9, 10, 13, 14; 18: 22, 27.

Acts 3:19. “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be BLOTTED OUT, when

the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”

2. TYPE AND ANTITYPE

What THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY was to Israel, the heavenly sanctuary is to US.

WHAT THE DAYLY AND YEARLY SERVICES were to them, the daily and yearly services of
the heavenly sanctuary are to US.

What THE DAY OF ATONEMENT was to them, the antitypical day of atonement is to US.

What the CLEANSING OF THE EARTHLY SANCTUARY was to them, the cleansing of the
heavenly sanctuary is to US.

What THE BLOTTING OUT OF SINS was to them, the blotting out of the sins in the heavenly
sanctuary is to US.

3. THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT

“Is the typical system, which was a shadow of the sacrifice and priesthood of Christ. THE
CLEANSING of the sanctuary was the last service performed by the high priest in the early
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round of ministration. It was the closing work of the atonement — a removal or putting away of
sin from Israel. It prefigured the closing work in the ministration of our High Priest in heaven, in
the removal or blotting out of the sins of His people, which are registered in the heavenly records.
This service involves a work of investigation, a work of judgment; and it immediately precedes
the coming of Christ.” GC 352

4. THE BLOTTING OUT OF SIN

“By virtue of the atoning blood of Christ, the sins of all the truly penitent will be blotted from the
books of heaven. Thus the sanctuary will be freed, or cleansed, from the record of sin.” PP 357,
358.

“Is the type, this great work of atonement, or blotting out of sins, was represented by the services
of the Day of Atonement, — the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary, which was accomplished by
the removal, by virtue of the blood of the sin offering, of the sins by which it had been polluted.
... In the final atonement the sins of the truly penitent are to be blotted out from the records in
heaven. ...” PP 358.

5. OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE

“It is of UTMOST IMPORTANCE that all should investigate thoroughly these subjects [the
heavenly sanctuary and the investigative [judgment]].” GC 488.

“The subject of the sanctuary will give us correct views of THE IMPORTANCE of the work for
this time.” 5T 421.

“The minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the most holy place...” EW 254-256.


https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=GC&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=352&QUERY=GC+352
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=PP&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=357&QUERY=pp+357
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=PP&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=357&QUERY=pp+358
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=PP&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=357&QUERY=pp+358
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=GC&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=488&QUERY=gc+488
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=5T&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=421&QUERY=5t+421
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=EW&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=254&QUERY=ew+254
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=EW&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=254&QUERY=ew+254
https://text.egwwritings.org/publication.php?pubtype=Book&bookCode=EW&lang=en&collection=2&section=all&pagenumber=255&QUERY=ew+256

6. OUR CONSTANT STUDY

“We are in the great day of atonement, and the sacred work of Christ of the people of God that is
going on at the present time is the heavenly sanctuary should be OUR CONSTANT STUDY.” 5T
520.

“As a people, we should be earnest students of prophecy; we should not rest until we become

intelligent in regard to the subject of the sanctuary.” Ev 222.

“All need to become more intelligent in regard to the work of the atonement. Which is going on

in the sanctuary above.”5T 575.

“The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be clearly understood by the
people of God.” GC 488.

“The solemn scenes of the judgment, the great day of atonement, SOULD BE KEPT BE
“FORE THE PEOPLE and urged upon their consciences with earnestness and power.” 5T 421.

“God’s people are NOW TO HAVE THEIR EYES FIXED on the heavenly sanctuary, where the
final ministration of our great High Priest in the work of the judgment is going forward where He

is interceding for His people.”Ev. 223

7. THE VERY CENTER

“The sanctuary in heaven is the VERY CENTER of Christ’s work in behalf of men.” GC 488

8. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH

“The correct understanding of the ministration of the heavenly sanctuary is THE FOUNDATION
OF OUR FAITH.” Ev. 221.
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9. AS ESSENTIAL AS HIS DEATH

“The intercession of Chris in man’s behalf in the heavenly sanctuary above is AS ESSENTIAL to

the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross.” GC 489.

10. EXPLAINS PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE

“Light from the [heavenly] sanctuary illuminated THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE
FUTURE.” GC 423.

11. WE MUST COOPERATE WITH CHRIST

1. “Unless we enter the sanctuary above, and UNITE WITH CHRIST IN WORKING
OUT OUR OWN SALVATION with fear and trembling, we shall be weighted in the
balances of the sanctuary and shall be pronounced wanting.” 7BC 933, 934.

“The third angel’s message was to be given, the minds of believers where to be directed to the

heavenly sanctuary, where Christ had entered to make atonement for His people.” 1 SM 67.

“Our faith must pierce beyond the veil, seeing things that are invisible. No one else can look for
you. YOU MUST BEHOLD FOR YOURSELEF.” 7BC 930.

“We must by faith enter within the veil: whither the forerunner is for us entered.” GC 489.
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12. CHRIST'S CLOSING WORK

“The announcement, ‘The hour of His judgment is come’ points to THE CLOSING WORK or

Christ’s ministration for the salvation of men.” GC 435.

13. CHRIST'S WORK AND OUR WORK

“Now, while our great High Priest is MAKING ATONEMENT FOR US, In the heavenly
sanctuary, we should seek to become PERFECT in Christ.” GC 623.

14. ENCOURAGEMENT

“When tempted to sin, let us remember that JESUS IS PLEADING FOR US in the heavenly
sanctuary.” 4BC 1143.

15. THE JUDGMENT BEGINS

1. “When the 2300 day-years closed in 1844, then was the actual time for the cleansing
of the sanctuary to begin. This ‘cleansing’ brings to view the last aspects of the great
work of atonement, and the time for the investigative or pre-Advent judgment.
“Thus in 1844 the message of Revelation 14:6 was due to be preached to the whole world — to

every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. It was a special message for our day and generation.

“Through the centuries different emphases have been given to God’s saving message to men,
emphases particularly relating to time. In the days of Noah it was, in 120 years until the flood is
coming; in the days of Jonah it was, in 40 days Nineveh shall be overthrown, except you repent.
In the days of John the Baptist it was, The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand. Now,
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in our day, it is: THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT IS COME.’ Paul preached of judgment TO
come — something future in his day, but in our day it s NOW.” “RH. Sept. 21, 1967 — Not an E.
G. W. quotation.”

16. THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD

IN 1844, the judgment began with the righteous dead.

17. THE JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING

1. “The judgment is now. ... in progress. SOON — NONE KNOW HOW SOON - it
will pass to the cases of THE LIVING. In the awful presence of God our lives are to
come up in review.” GC 490; 5T 692,

“Now, when the great work of judging the living IS ABOUT TO BEGIN. ..” 6T 130.

THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGEMENT

8:13; 14, Dan. 7:9, 10, 13, 14, 18,1 9, 21, 22, 26, 27; Rev. 14:6, 7, 5T 472-4756; GC 484,485;
GC 419-422; EW 280,281

Dan. 8:13, 14, Dan. 7:9, 10, 13, 14, 18, 19, 21, 22, 26, 27|

Daniel 8:13-14King James Version (KJV) 13 Then | heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto

that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, and the
transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 14 And he
said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. 7 In the
first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he
wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. 2 Daniel spake and said, | saw in my vision by night,
and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from
the sea, diverse one from another. 4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: | beheld till the wings

thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a
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man's heart was given to it. 5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on
one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise,
devour much flesh. 6 After this | beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four
wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. 7 After this | saw in the night
visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth:
it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the
beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among
them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and,
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 9 | beheld till the
thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. 10 A fiery
stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 11 | beheld then
because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: | beheld even till the beast was slain, and his
body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their
dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 13 | saw in the night visions,
and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that
all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 15 | Daniel was grieved in my spirit in
the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 16 | came near unto one of them that stood
by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things.
17 These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of
the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 19 Then |
would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose
teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with
his feet; 20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up, and before whom
three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more
stout than his fellows. 21 | beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them; 22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth
kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall
tread it down, and break it in pieces. 24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise:
and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 25
And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and

think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the



dividing of time. 26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to
destroy it unto the end. 27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him. 28 Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me
Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but | kept the matter in my

heart.

Rev. 14: 6, 7 - 5T 472-476

Revelation 14:6-7King James Version (KJV) 6 And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having

the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
5T 472-476 Yet we should never be content with a sinful life. It is a thought that should arouse Christians
to greater zeal and earnestness in overcoming evil, that every defect in character, every point in which they
fail to meet the divine standard, is an open door by which Satan can enter to tempt and destroy them; and,
furthermore, that every failure and defect on their part gives occasion to the tempter and his agents to
reproach Christ. We are to exert every energy of the soul in the work of overcoming, and to look to Jesus
for strength to do what we cannot do of ourselves. No sin can be tolerated in those who shall walk with
Christ in white. The filthy garments are to be removed, and Christ's robe of righteousness is to be placed
upon us. By repentance and faith we are enabled to render obedience to all the commandments of God, and
are found without blame before Him. Those who shall meet the approval of God are now afflicting their
souls, confessing their sins, and earnestly pleading for pardon through Jesus their Advocate. Their attention
is fixed upon Him, their hopes, their faith, are centered on Him, and when the command is given, “Take
away the filthy garments, and clothe him with change of raiment, and set a fair miter upon his head,” they
are prepared to give Him all the glory of their salvation. Zechariah's vision of Joshua and the Angel applies
with peculiar force to the experience of God's people in the closing up of the great day of atonement. The
remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as his subjects,
he has gained control of the apostate churches; but here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy.
If he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations
to destroy Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of
God. All will be required to render obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine law. Those who
will be true to God and to duty will be menaced, denounced, and proscribed. They will “be betrayed both
by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends.” Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only
defense will be prayer. As Joshua was pleading before the Angel, so the remnant church, with brokenness

of heart and earnest faith, will plead for pardon and deliverance through Jesus their Advocate. They are


http://amazingtruths.org/the-investigative-judgment/

fully conscious of the sinfulness of their lives, they see their weakness and unworthiness, and as they look
upon themselves they are ready to despair. The tempter stands by to accuse them, as he stood by to resist
Joshua. He points to their filthy garments, their defective characters. He presents their weakness and folly,
their sins of ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Redeemer. He endeavors to
affright the soul with the thought that their case is hopeless, that the stain of their defilement will never be
washed away. He hopes to so destroy their faith that they will yield to his temptations, turn from their
allegiance to God, and receive the mark of the beast. Satan urges before God his accusations against them,
declaring that they have by their sins forfeited the divine protection, and claiming the right to destroy them
as transgressors. He pronounces them just as deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor of God.
“Are these,” he says, “the people who are to take my place in heaven and the place of the angels who
united with me? While they profess to obey the law of God, have they kept its precepts? Have they not
been lovers of self more than of God? Have they not placed their own interests above His service? Have
they not loved the things of the world? Look at the sins which have marked their lives. Behold their
selfishness, their malice, their hatred toward one another.” The people of God have been in many respects
very faulty. Satan has an accurate knowledge of the sins which he has tempted them to commit, and he
presents these in the most exaggerated light, declaring: “Will God banish me and my angels from His
presence, and yet reward those who have been guilty of the same sins? Thou canst not do this, O Lord, in
justice. Thy throne will not stand in righteousness and judgment. Justice demands that sentence be
pronounced against them.” But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves
to the control of evil. They have put away their sins, and have sought the Lord in humility and contrition,
and the divine Advocate pleads in their behalf. He who has been most abused by their ingratitude, who
knows their sin, and also their repentance, declares: ““The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan.’ I gave My life for
these souls. They are graven upon the palms of My hands.” The assaults of Satan are strong, his delusions
are terrible; but the Lord's eye is upon His people. Their affliction is great, the flames of the furnace seem
about to consume them; but Jesus will bring them forth as gold tried in the fire. Their earthliness must be
removed that the image of Christ may be perfectly reflected; unbelief must be overcome; faith, hope, and
patience are to be developed. The people of God are sighing and crying for the abominations done in the
land. With tears they warn the wicked of their danger in trampling upon the divine law, and with
unutterable sorrow they humble themselves before the Lord on account of their own transgressions. The
wicked mock their sorrow, ridicule their solemn appeals, and sneer at what they term their weakness. But
the anguish and humiliation of God's people is unmistakable evidence that they are regaining the strength
and nobility of character lost in consequence of sin. It is because they are drawing nearer to Christ, and
their eyes are fixed upon His perfect purity, that they so clearly discern the exceeding sinfulness of sin.
Their contrition and self-abasement are infinitely more acceptable in the sight of God than is the self-
sufficient, haughty spirit of those who see no cause to lament, who scorn the humility of Christ, and who

claim perfection while transgressing God's holy law. Meekness and lowliness of heart are the conditions



for strength and victory. The crown of glory awaits those who bow at the foot of the cross. Blessed are
these mourners, for they shall be comforted. The faithful, praying ones are, as it were, shut in with God.
They themselves know not how securely they are shielded. Urged on by Satan, the rulers of this world are
seeking to destroy them; but could their eyes be opened, as were the eyes of Elisha's servant at Dothan,
they would see the angels of God encamped about them, by their brightness and glory holding in check the
hosts of darkness. As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the
command is given, “Take away the filthy garments” from them, and the encouraging words are spoken,
“Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” The
spotless robe of Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet faithful children of God. The
despised remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world.
Their names are retained in the Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have
resisted the wiles of the deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the dragon's roar. Now
they are eternally secure from the tempter's devices. Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin. And
the remnant are not only pardoned and accepted, but honored. “A fair miter” is set upon their heads. They
are to be as kings and priests unto God. While Satan was urging his accusations and seeking to destroy this
company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the seal of the living God.
These are they that stand upon Mount Zion with the Lamb, having the Father's name written in their
foreheads. They sing the new song before the throne, that song which no man can learn save the hundred
and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. “These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the first fruits unto God and to the
Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.” Now is
reached the complete fulfillment of those words of the Angel: “Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, | will bring forth My
servant the Branch.” Christ is revealed as the Redeemer and Deliverer of His people. Now indeed are the
remnant “men wondered at,” as the tears and humiliation of their pilgrimage give place to joy and honor in
the presence of God and the Lamb. “In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and
the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to
pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone

that is written among the living in Jerusalem.”

GC 484, 485

While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of His grace, Satan accuses them before God as transgressors. The
great deceiver has sought to lead them into skepticism, to cause them to lose confidence in God, to
separate themselves from His love, and to break His law. Now he points to the record of their lives, to the
defects of character, the unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Redeemer, to all the sins that he

has tempted them to commit, and because of these he claims them as his subjects. Jesus does not excuse
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their sins, but shows their penitence and faith, and, claiming for them forgiveness, He lifts His wounded
hands before the Father and the holy angels, saying: | know them by name. | have graven them on the
palms of My hands. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou
wilt not despise.” Psalm 51:17. And to the accuser of His people He declares: “The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”
Zechariah 3:2. Christ will clothe His faithful ones with His own righteousness, that He may present them
to His Father “a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Ephesians 5:27. Their
names stand enrolled in the book of life, and concerning them it is written: “They shall walk with Me in
white: for they are worthy.” Revelation 3:4. Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment of the new-
covenant promise: “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” “In those days,
and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the
sins of Judah, and they shall not be found.” Jeremiah 31:34; 50:20. “In that day shall the branch of the
Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that are
escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem,
shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the living in Jerusalem.” Isaiah 4:2, 3. The work
of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is to be accomplished before the second advent of
the Lord. Since the dead are to be judged out of the things written in the books, it is impossible that the
sins of men should be blotted out until after the judgment at which their cases are to be investigated. But
the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of believers will be blotted out “when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ.” Acts 3:19, 20. When the
investigative judgment closes, Christ will come, and His reward will be with Him to give to every man as
his work shall be. In the typical service the high priest, having made the atonement for Israel, came forth
and blessed the congregation. So Christ, at the close of His work as mediator, will appear, “without sin
unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28), to bless His waiting people with eternal life. As the priest, in removing the
sins from the sanctuary, confessed them upon the head of the scapegoat, so Christ will place all these sins
upon Satan, the originator and instigator of sin. The scapegoat, bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away
“unto a land not inhabited” (Leviticus 16:22); so Satan, bearing the guilt of all the sins which he has
caused God's people to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to the earth, which will then be
desolate, without inhabitant, and he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the fires that shall destroy all
the wicked. Thus the great plan of redemption will reach its accomplishment in the final eradication of sin

and the deliverance of all who have been willing to renounce evil.

GC 419-422
Once a year, on the great Day of Atonement, the priest entered the most holy place for the cleansing of the
sanctuary. The work there performed completed the yearly round of ministration. On the Day of

Atonement two kids of the goats were brought to the door of the tabernacle, and lots were cast upon them,
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“one lot for the Lord, and the other lot for the scapegoat.” Verse 8. The goat upon which fell the lot for the
Lord was to be slain as a sin offering for the people. And the priest was to bring his blood within the veil
and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat and before the mercy seat. The blood was also to be sprinkled upon the
altar of incense that was before the veil. “And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live
goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their
sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the
wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited.” Verses 21, 22.
The scapegoat came no more into the camp of Israel, and the man who led him away was required to wash
himself and his clothing with water before returning to the camp. The whole ceremony was designed to
impress the Israelites with the holiness of God and His abhorrence of sin; and, further, to show them that
they could not come in contact with sin without becoming polluted. Every man was required to afflict his
soul while this work of atonement was going forward. All business was to be laid aside, and the whole
congregation of Israel were to spend the day in solemn humiliation before God, with prayer, fasting, and
deep searching of heart. Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical service. A
substitute was accepted in the sinner's stead; but the sin was not canceled by the blood of the victim. A
means was thus provided by which it was transferred to the sanctuary. By the offering of blood the sinner
acknowledged the authority of the law, confessed his guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for
pardon through faith in a Redeemer to come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation
of the law. On the Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, went
into the most holy place with the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it upon the mercy seat, directly over
the law, to make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of mediator, he took the sins upon
himself and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he confessed
over him all these sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the goat. The goat then bore them
away, and they were regarded as forever separated from the people. Such was the service performed “unto
the example and shadow of heavenly things.” And what was done in type in the ministration of the earthly
sanctuary is done in reality in the ministration of the heavenly sanctuary. After His ascension our Saviour
began His work as our high priest. Says Paul: “Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”
Hebrews 9:24. The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of the sanctuary,
“within the veil” which formed the door and separated the holy place from the outer court, represents the
work of ministration upon which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work of the priest in the daily
ministration to present before God the blood of the sin offering, also the incense which ascended with the
prayers of Israel. So did Christ plead His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners, and present before
Him also, with the precious fragrance of His own righteousness, the prayers of penitent believers. Such
was the work of ministration in the first apartment of the sanctuary in heaven. Thither the faith of Christ's

disciples followed Him as He ascended from their sight. Here their hopes centered, “which hope we have,”



said Paul, “as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil;
whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest forever.” “Neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.” Hebrews 6:19, 20; 9:12. For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in
the first apartment of the sanctuary. The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitent believers, secured
their pardon and acceptance with the Father, yet their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in
the typical service there was a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's work for the
redemption of men is completed there is a work of atonement for the removal of sin from the sanctuary.
This is the service which began when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as foretold by Daniel the prophet,
our High Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division of His solemn work—to cleanse the
sanctuary. As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin offering and through its
blood transferred, in figure, to the earthly sanctuary, so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by
faith placed upon Christ and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And as the typical cleansing of
the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual
cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there
recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must be an examination of the books of record to
determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the benefits of His atonement.
The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation—a work of judgment. This work
must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, His reward is
with Him to give to every man according to his works. Revelation 22:12. Thus those who followed in the
light of the prophetic word saw that, instead of coming to the earth at the termination of the 2300 days in
1844, Christ then entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to perform the closing work of
atonement preparatory to His coming. It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a
sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, the scapegoat typified Satan, the author of
sin, upon whom the sins of the truly penitent will finally be placed. When the high priest, by virtue of the
blood of the sin offering, removed the sins from the sanctuary, he placed them upon the scapegoat. When
Christ, by virtue of His own blood, removes the sins of His people from the heavenly sanctuary at the close
of His ministration, He will place them upon Satan, who, in the execution of the judgment, must bear the
final penalty. The scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, never to come again into the
congregation of Israel. So will Satan be forever banished from the presence of God and His people, and he

will be blotted from existence in the final destruction of sin and sinners.

EW 280, 281
Every case had been decided for life or death. While Jesus had been ministering in the sanctuary, the
judgment had been going on for the righteous dead, and then for the righteous living. Christ had received

His kingdom, having made the atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The subjects of the
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kingdom were made up. The marriage of the Lamb was consummated. And the kingdom, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, was given to Jesus and the heirs of salvation, and Jesus was to
reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, | heard the tinkling of
the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of darkness covered the inhabitants of the earth. There
was then no mediator between guilty man and an offended God. While Jesus had been standing between
God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when He stepped out from between man and the
Father, the restraint was removed and Satan had entire control of the finally impenitent. It was impossible
for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished,
and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the
shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated reproof. In that fearful time, after
the close of Jesus’ mediation, the saints were living in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor.
Every case was decided, every jewel numbered. Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the
heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had been confessed while He was in the most holy place were
placed upon Satan, the originator of sin, who must suffer their punishment. Then | saw Jesus lay off His
priestly attire and clothe Himself with His most kingly robes. Upon His head were many crowns, a crown
within a crown. Surrounded by the angelic host, He left heaven. The plagues were falling upon the
inhabitants of the earth. Some were denouncing God and cursing Him. Others rushed to the people of God
and begged to be taught how they might escape His judgments. But the saints had nothing for them. The
last tear for sinners had been shed, the last agonizing prayer offered, the last burden borne, the last warning
given. The sweet voice of mercy was no more to invite them. When the saints, and all heaven, were
interested for their salvation, they had no interest for themselves. Life and death had been set before them.
Many desired life, but made no effort to obtain it. They did not choose life, and now there was no atoning
blood to cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them, and cry, “Spare, spare the sinner a
little longer.” All heaven had united with Jesus, as they heard the fearful words, “It is done. It is finished.”
The plan of salvation had been accomplished, but few had chosen to accept it. And as mercy's sweet voice
died away, fear and horror seized the wicked. With terrible distinctness they heard the words, “Too late!
too late!” Those who had not prized God's Word were hurrying to and fro, wandering from sea to sea, and
from the north to the east, to seek the Word of the Lord. Said the angel, “They shall not find it. There is a
famine in the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord.
What would they not give for one word of approval from God! but no, they must hunger and thirst on. Day

after day have they slighted salvation,

The Sealing Time



The Sealing Time

THE FINAL, ETERNAL SEAL

Rev. 14:1-4 —

Revelation 14:1-4 King James Version (KJV)

14 And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and

four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.

2And | heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great
thunder: and | heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps:

*And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the
elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were
redeemed from the earth.

“These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.

The following is said of those who receive the Seal of God:

F

By their lack of devotion and piety, and their failure to reach a high religious
standard, they make other souls contented with their position. Men of finite
judgment cannot see that in patterning after these men who have so often opened to
them the treasures of God's word, they will surely endanger their souls. Jesus is the
only true pattern. Everyone must now search the Bible for himself upon his knees
before God, with the humble, teachable heart of a child, if he would know what the
Lord requires of him. However high any minister may have stood in the favor of
God, if he neglects to follow out the light given him of God, if he refuses to be
taught as a little child, he will go into darkness and satanic delusions and will lead
others in the same path. 5T 214.1 Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God
while our characters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy


http://amazingtruths.org/the-sealing-time/
http://amazingtruths.org/the-sealing-time/

the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul temple of every defilement. Then
the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the Day
of Pentecost. 5T 214.2 We are too easily satisfied with our attainments. We feel
rich and increased with goods and know not that we are “wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked.” Now is the time to heed the admonition of the
True Witness: “I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see.” 5T 214.3

“_

What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are
uniting with the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark
of the beast. Those who are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before
God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth—these are receiving the
heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the
decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and
spotless for eternity. 5T 216.1 Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will
never be placed upon the forehead of an impure man or woman. It will never be
placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will
never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful
hearts. All who receive the seal must be without spot before God—candidates for
heaven. Go forward, my brethren and sisters. | can only write briefly upon these
points at this time, merely calling your attention to the necessity of preparation.
Search the Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful solemnity
of the present hour. 5T 216.2

“_

| also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of
the Lord without a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those
who receive the seal of the living God and are protected in the time of trouble must
reflect the image of Jesus fully. EW 71.1 | saw that many were neglecting the
preparation so needful and were looking to the time of “refreshing” and the “latter
rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how
many | saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful
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preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit
them to live in the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the
prophets and fail to purify their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are
willing to believe that their condition is far better than it really is, will come up to
the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they needed to be hewed
and squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no
Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully
solemn declaration has gone forth, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” I saw that none could share the
“refreshing” unless they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride,
selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should,
therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that
preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let
all remember that God is holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His
presence. EW 71.2

Now Is the Sealing Time, December 1 Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. Revelation 7:3.
SD 342.1 Satan is now using every device in this sealing time to keep the minds of
God's people from the present truth, and to cause them to waver. | saw a covering
that God was drawing over His people to protect them in the time of trouble; and
every soul that was decided on the truth, and was pure in heart, was to be covered
with the covering of the Almighty. Satan knew this, and he was at work in mighty
power to keep the minds of as many people as he possibly could wavering and
unsettled on the truth.... I saw that Satan was at work ... to distract, deceive, and
draw away God's people, just now in this sealing time. | saw some who were not
standing stiffly for present truth. Their knees were trembling, and their feet sliding
because they were not firmly planted on the truth.... SD 342.2 Satan was trying his
every art to hold them where they were, until the sealing was past, until the
covering was drawn over God's people, and they left without a shelter from the
burning wrath of God, in the seven last plagues.1Early Writings, 43, 44. SD 342.3
We are brought out of the darkness of the world into God's marvelous light. If we
receive the image of God, if our souls are cleansed from every moral defilement,
the seal of God will be placed upon our foreheads, and we shall be prepared for the
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closing scenes of this earth's history. But we have no time to lose. The more we
study the life of Christ with a heart to learn, the more Christlike we become.2L etter
135, 1897. SD 342.4 The sealing time is very short, and will soon be over. Now is
the time, while the four angels are holding the four winds, to make our calling and
election sure. - Early Writings, 58. SD 342.5

"The perfection of His character.” GC Bul. 1118
"Separated from sin.” Letter 12, 1886

Portions of this letter are published in 4BC 1161; 6MR 256. Dear Sister
[Chapman]: On returning from Tramelan, Switzerland, letters were awaiting me
from California. | was much pleased to receive a letter from you. | thank you for
responding, for now I will write again. You speak of your daughter’s going to
Snell’s Seminary. Permit me to speak freely and kindly to you on this point. If God
has in His providence established a school among our own people in Healdsburg,
and if in the place of sending your daughter where she would be under the
influence, and in the society of those who love the truth, place her where she will
be associated with a worldly class who has no respect for God or His law, | ask
you how you expect the Lord will work to counteract the influence that must
surround your daughter and which you voluntarily choose. Will He commission
His angels to do the work which He has left for you to do? God does not do for any
of us the work He has left for us to do. He expects us to follow the light He has
given in His Word to the very letter. He commanded the children of Israel to gather
their children from the Egyptians into their own dwellings and strike their
doorposts with blood, that the destroying angels might see the blood and pass over
their homes. This is your work, this is my work, and the work of every mother who
believes the truth. The angel with the writer’s inkhorn is to place a mark upon the
foreheads of all who are separated from sin and sinners, and the destroying angel
follows this angel. The enemy has had his way with your daughter until his bands
have bound her about like bands of steel, and it will require a strong and
persevering effort to save her soul. If you have success in this case, no halfway
work will do. The habits of years cannot easily be broken up. She should be placed
where there is a steady, firm, abiding influence constantly exercised. If | were in
your place, | would do all I could. I should put her in the college at Healdsburg; let

her have the discipline of the boarding house. It is where she ought to have been
years ago. God is not pleased with our inattention and trifling with His blessings
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placed within our reach. Neither is He pleased to have us place our children in
worldly society because this suits their tastes and inclinations better. If you save
the souls of your children, you must do your work with fidelity. You have
encouraged the reading of story books, and papers with continued stories lying
upon your tables have educated and trained the tastes and appetite of your daughter
until she is a mental inebriate and needs a stronger power and will than her own to
hold her. The boarding house in Healdsburg is a good home. It has good
influences. It is conducted upon a plan that makes it a home. It is true that those
who have been educated to false habits and false theories, to self-indulgence and
selfish gratification, may feel that it does not suit their inclination because all their
habits and customs have been in a wrong channel. But my dear sister, we are
nearing the end of time, and we want now, not to meet the world’s taste, the
world’s habits and practices, but to meet the mind of God, to see what saith the
Scriptures, and then to walk according to the light that God has given us. Our
inclinations, our customs and practices, are not to have the preferences. God’s
Word is our standard. | know that were your daughter my child, I should place her
in the school at Healdsburg. As far as her health is concerned, right habits and right
practices will secure to her health, while wrong habits and practices ruin her for
this life and for the future immortal life. There is a heaven to gain, a perdition to
shun, and when you in the fear of God have done all that you can do on your part,
then you may expect that the Lord will do His part. But decisive action now may
save a soul from death. | do not like the movement on your part of sending her
either to Oakland or Snell’s Seminary. She needs a strong influence to counteract
the influence of the society she loves. She needs just as decided efforts in her case
to cure her of this mental disorder as does the drunkard to be cured from his
craving for liquor. I know what | am talking about. | write these words in the fear
of God. You have a work to do which no other can do for you, and will you fail to
do it? God has not been pleased with your work in many respects in regard to your
worldly associations, and now the danger stands revealed. Will you in the name of
the Lord deal with your child as with a soul in danger of eternal ruin? Were she a
girl of self-control, a girl who loved God, her danger would not be so great. She
does not love to think of God, or her duty, or of heaven. She has a firm persistence
in having her own way. She does not seek strength daily from God in order that she
may resist temptation, and then will you place her in connection with influences
calculated to lead her thoughts away from God, away from the truth and
righteousness? If so, you place her on the enemy’s battleground, with no strength



to resist his power, or overcome his temptations. If she were situated where there
were heavenly and divine influences, her moral sensibilities which are now
paralyzed might be aroused and her thoughts and purposes, by the blessing of God,
might be changed to flow in the heavenly channel and she be restored. But she is
now in danger through inward corruption and outward temptations. Satan is at
work playing a game of life for her soul, and he has every advantage in his favor of
winning the game. | have been over this ground in my dreams and have been
talking to you as | have written at this time. My heart yearns over you with
intensity. Trying as your case is now with your daughter, do not despond. You
want cheerfulness and decision. Seek for help from God. God is your friend. You
are never alone. The Bible is your counselor. It is a light to them who are in
darkness. Be steadfast in the hour of trial, for you will have new trials to meet. But
cling to Jesus, and make Him your strength. Yours with respect and love.

Condition for receiving the Seal and Latter Rain
are the same.

God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to different points calculated to
manifest what is in the heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every advanced
point the heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people of God find their hearts
opposed to this straight work, it should convince them that they have a work to do to overcome, if
they would not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Said the angel: “God will bring His work
closer and closer to test and prove every one of His people.” Some are willing to receive one
point; but when God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back,
because they find that it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see
what is in their hearts that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their
hearts are not prepared to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see
if they will sacrifice their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If any will not be
purified through obeying the truth, and overcome their selfishness, their pride, and evil passions,
the angels of God have the charge: “They are joined to their idols, let them alone,” and they pass
on to their work, leaving these with their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of evil angels.
Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may,
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have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be
fitted for translation.

God proves His people in this world. This is the fitting-up place to appear in His presence. Here,
in this world, in these last days, persons will show what power affects their hearts and controls
their actions. If it is the power of divine truth, it will lead to good works. It will elevate the
receiver, and make him noblehearted and generous, like his divine Lord. But if evil angels control
the heart, it will be seen in various ways. The fruit will be selfishness, covetousness, pride, and
evil passions.

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Professors of religion are not
willing to closely examine themselves to see whether they are in the faith; and it is a fearful fact
that many are leaning on a false hope. Some lean upon an old experience which they had years
ago; but when brought down to this heart-searching time, when all should have a daily
experience, they have nothing to relate. They seem to think that a profession of the truth will save
them. When they subdue those sins which God hates, Jesus will come in and sup with them and
they with Him. They will then draw divine strength from Jesus, and will grow up in Him, and be
able with holy triumph to say: “Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” It would be more pleasing to the Lord if lukewarm professors of religion had never
named His name. They are a continual weight to those who would be faithful followers of Jesus.
They are a stumbling block to unbelievers, and evil angels exult over them, and taunt the angels
of God with their crooked course. Such are a curse to the cause at home or abroad. They draw
nigh to God with their lips, while their heart is far from Him.

I was shown that the people of God should not imitate the fashions of the world. Some have done
this, and are fast losing the peculiar, holy character which should distinguish them as God’s
people. I was pointed back to God’s ancient people, and was led to compare their apparel with the
mode of dress in these last days. What a difference! what a change! Then the women were not so
bold as now. When they went in public, they covered their faces with a veil. In these last days,
fashions are shameful and immodest. They are noticed in prophecy. They were first brought in by
a class over whom Satan has entire control, who, “being past feeling [without any conviction of
the Spirit of God] have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness.” If God’s professed people had not greatly departed from Him, there would now be a
marked difference between their dress and that of the world. The small bonnets, exposing the face
and head, show a lack of modesty. The hoops are a shame. The inhabitants of earth are growing
more and more corrupt, and the line of distinction between them and the Israel of God must be

more plain, or the curse which falls upon worldlings will fall on God’s professed people.



I was shown that if God’s people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the refreshing to
come upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to
cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to engage in the loud cry of the
third angel, they will be found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on those who
have prepared themselves for it by doing the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing
themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

I was shown that in some respects my husband’s case is similar to that of those waiting for the
refreshing. If he should wait for the power of God to come upon his body, to feel that he was
made whole before he made efforts in accordance with his faith, saying, When the Lord heals me
I will believe and do this or that, he might continue to wait and would realize no change, for the
fulfillment of God’s promise is only realized by those who believe and then work in accordance
with their faith. I saw that he must believe God’s word, that His promises are for him to claim,
and they will never, no, never, fail. He should walk out by faith, relying upon the evidences that
God has been pleased to give, and work, as much as possible, to the point of becoming a well
man. Said the angel: “God will sustain him. His faith must be made perfect by works, for faith

alone is dead. It must be sustained by works. A living faith is always manifested by works.”

I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of
“refreshing” and the “latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His
sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the
needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them
to live in the sight of a holy God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets and fail to purify
their souls in obeying the whole truth, and who are willing to believe that their condition is far
better than it really is, will come up to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then see that they
needed to be hewed and squared for the building. But there will be no time then to do it and no
Mediator to plead their cause before the Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration
has gone forth, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
saw that none could share the “refreshing” unless they obtain the victory over every besetment,
over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action. We should,
therefore, be drawing nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation
necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. Let all remember that God is
holy and that none but holy beings can ever dwell in His presence.

Read and Present Acts 2—Let us read and receive and present to others the second chapter of the
book of Acts. We need a deeper piety and the sincere meekness of the Great Teacher. | am
instructed ... that the whole book of Acts is our lesson book. All of us need to humble our own

individual hearts, and be converted daily. (Letter 32, 1910).
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1-4 (Acts 1:8, 9; Ephesians 4:8). Christ’s Promise Fulfilled—The time had now come. The Spirit
had been waiting for the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ. For ten days the
disciples offered their petitions for the outpouring of the Spirit, and Christ in heaven added His
intercession. This was the occasion of His ascension and inauguration, a jubilee in heaven. He
had ascended on high, leading captivity captive, and He now claimed the gift of the Spirit, that
He might pour it out upon His disciples (The Southern Work, November 28, 1905).

Heaven’s Reservoir of Power not Locked—/[Acts 2:1-4 quoted.] God is willing to give us a

similar blessing, when we seek for it as earnestly.

The Lord did not lock the reservoir of heaven after pouring His Spirit upon the early disciples.
We also may receive of the fullness of His blessing. Heaven is full of the treasures of His grace,
and those who come to God in faith may claim all that He has promised. If we do not have His
power, it is because of our spiritual lethargy, our indifference, our indolence. Let us come out of
this formality and deadness (The Review and Herald, June 4, 1889).

(Hosea 6:3; Joel 2:23, 28, 29; Zechariah 10:1; Revelation 18:1.) Pentecost Repeated With Greater
Power—It is with an earnest longing that | look forward to the time when the events of the day of
Pentecost shall be repeated with even greater power than on that occasion. John says, “I saw
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his
glory.” Then, as at the Pentecostal season, the people will hear the truth spoken to them, every

man in his own tongue.

God can breathe new life into every soul that sincerely desires to serve Him, and can touch the
lips with a live coal from off the altar, and cause them to become eloquent with His praise.
Thousands of voices will be imbued with the power to speak forth the wonderful truths of God’s
Word. The stammering tongue will be unloosed, and the timid will be made strong to bear
courageous testimony to the truth. May the Lord help His people to cleanse the soul temple from
every defilement, and to maintain such a close connection with Him that they may be partakers of
the latter rain when it shall be poured out (The Review and Herald, July 20, 1886).

1-4, 14, 41 (Ephesians 4:30). A Harvest From Christ’s Sowing—In the work that was
accomplished on the day of Pentecost, we may see what can be done by the exercise of faith.
Those who believed in Christ were sealed by the Holy Spirit. As the disciples were assembled
together, “there came a sound ... as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon

each of them.” And Peter stood up among them and spoke with mighty power. Among those who
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listened to him were devout Jews, who were sincere in their belief. But the power that
accompanied the words of the speaker convinced them that Christ was indeed the Messiah. What
a mighty work was accomplished! Three thousand were converted in one day.

The seed had been sown by the greatest Teacher the world had ever known. For three and a half
years the Son of God had sojourned in the land of Judea, proclaiming the message of the gospel
of truth and working with mighty signs and wonders. The seed had been sown, and after His
ascension the great ingathering took place. More were converted by one sermon on the day of
Pentecost than were converted during all the years of Christ’s ministry. So mightily will God

work when men give themselves to the control of the Spirit (Manuscript 85, 1903).

1-12 (Acts 4:13). Second Edition of Christ’s Teaching—After the disciples had received the
baptism of the Holy Spirit, the priests and rulers marveled at the words which they spake, for they
knew them as unlearned and ignorant men. But they took

knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus

Their teaching was a second edition of the teachings of Christ, the utterance of simple, grand
truths that flashed light into darkened minds, and converted thousands in a day. The disciples
began to understand that Christ was their Advocate in the heavenly courts, and that He was
glorified. They could speak because the Holy Spirit gave them utterance (Manuscript 32, 1900).

17, 18. See EGW comment on Joel 2:28, 29.

Preparing for Heaven

Mrs. E. G. White

(Reading for Sabbath, December 12)

“And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan
standing at his right hand to resist him. And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O
Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of
the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.” Zechariah
3:1-3.

Here we find a representation of the people of God of today. As Joshua stood before the angel,
“clothed with filthy garments,” so we stand in the presence of Christ, clothed in garments of

unrighteousness. Christ, the angel before whom Joshua stood, is now interceding for us before his
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Father, as he is here represented as interceding for Joshua and his people who were in deep
affliction; and Satan now, as then, stands by to resist his efforts.

Ever since his fall, it has been the work of Satan to oppose Christ’s efforts to redeem the race. In
the Bible he is called an accuser of the brethren. It is said that he accuses them before God day
and night. Pointing to their sins, as he did to the filthy garments of Joshua, he says: “They profess
to be thy children; but they do not obey thee. See the traces of sin upon them. They are my
property.”

This is the argument that he employs concerning God’s people in all ages. He pleads their
sinfulness as the reason why Christ’s restraining power should not hold him back from exercising
his cruelty upon them to its fullest extent. But to the accuser of his people the Saviour says, “The
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; ... is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Have I not thrust my
own hand into the fire to gather this brand from the burning?”’

So long as the people of God preserve their fidelity to him, so long as they cling by living faith to
Jesus, they are under the protection of heavenly angels, and Satan will not be permitted to
exercise his hellish arts upon them to their destruction. But those who separate themselves from
Christ by sin are in great peril. If they continue to disregard the requirements of God, they know
not how soon he may give them over to Satan, and permit him to do to them according to his will.
There is, therefore, the greatest necessity of keeping the soul free from defilement, and the eye
single to the glory of God; of thinking soberly and watching unto prayer continually.

Satan is now more earnestly engaged in playing the game of life for souls than at any previous
time; and unless we are constantly on our guard, he will establish in our hearts, pride, love of self,
love of the world, and many other evil traits. He will also use every possible device to unsettle
our faith in God and in the truths of his Word. If we have not a deep experience in the things of
God, if we have not a thorough knowledge of his Word, we shall be beguiled to our ruin by the
errors and sophistries of the enemy. False doctrines will sap the foundations of many, because
they have not learned to discern truth from error. Our only safeguard against the wiles of Satan is
to study the Scriptures diligently, to have an intelligent understanding of the reasons of our faith,
and faithfully to perform every known duty. The indulgence of one known sin will cause
weakness and darkness, and subject us to fierce temptation.

Joshua is represented as pleading with the Angel. Are we engaged in the same work? Are our
supplications ascending to God in living faith? Are we opening the door of the heart to Jesus, and
closing every means of entrance to Satan? Are we daily obtaining clearer light, and greater



strength, that we may stand in Christ’s righteousness? Are we emptying our hearts of all

selfishness, and cleansing them, preparatory to receiving the latter rain from heaven?

Now is the time when we are to confess and forsake our sins, that they may go beforehand to
judgment and be blotted out. Now is the time to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” It is dangerous to delay this work. Satan is even
now seeking by disasters upon sea and land to seal the fate of as many as possible. What is the
defense of the people of God at this time?—It is a living connection with heaven. If we would
dwell in safety from the noisome pestilence, if we would be preserved from dangers seen and
unseen, we must hide in God; we must secure the protecting care of Jesus and holy angels. In
these days of peril, the Lord would have us walk before him in humility. Instead of trying to
cover our sins, he would have us confess them, as Joshua confessed the sins of ancient Israel. We
profess to be the depositaries of God’s law. We profess to be building up “the old waste places,”
and to be raising up “the foundations of many generations.” If this great and solemn work has

indeed been committed to us, how important that we depart from all iniquity!

The third angel’s message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have
withstood temptation in the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in
proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into the loud cry.

As the intercession of Joshua was accepted, the command was given to those that stood by, “Take
away the filthy garments from him.” And unto Joshua the Angel said, “Behold, I have caused

thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.... So they set a fair
miter upon his head, and clothed him with garments.” Even so will all those who come to Jesus in

penitence and faith receive the robe of Christ’s righteousness.

As we approach the perils of the last days, the temptations of the enemy become stronger and
more determined. Satan has come down in great power, knowing that his time is short; and he is
working “with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish.” The warning comes to

us through God’s Word that, if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect.

Wonderful events are soon to open before the world. The end of all things is at hand. The time of
trouble is about to come upon the people of God. Then it is that the decree will go forth
forbidding those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord to buy or sell, and threatening them with
punishment, and even death, if they do not observe the first day of the week as the Sabbath.



“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy
people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found
written in the book.” By this we see the importance of having our names written in the book of
life. All whose names are registered there will be delivered from Satan’s power, and Christ will
command that their filthy garments be removed, and that they be clothed with his righteousness.
“And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will

spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.”

In the time of trouble, Satan stirs up the wicked, and they encircle the people of God to destroy
them. But he does not know that “pardon” has been written opposite their names in the books of
heaven. He does not know that the command has been given, “Take away the filthy garments”

from them, clothe them with “change of raiment,” and set “a fair miter”” upon their heads.

If we could only see the many dangers from which we are daily preserved by the holy angels,
instead of complaining of our trials and misfortunes, we would talk continually of the mercies of
God. How precious in the sight of God are his people!

The exhortation of the prophet is, “Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not
desired; before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of
the Lord come upon you.” “Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s

anger.”

In view of what is soon to come upon the earth, | entreat you, brethren and sisters, to walk before
God in all meekness and lowliness of mind, remembering the care that Jesus has for you. All the
meek of the earth are exhorted to seek him. Those who have wrought his judgments are to seek
him. Let self break in pieces before God. It is hard to do this; but we are warned to fall upon the
rock and be broken, else it will fall upon us, and grind us to powder. It is to the humble in heart
that Jesus speaks; his everlasting arms encircle them, and he will not leave them to perish by the
hands of the wicked.

What is it to be a Christian?—It is to be Christlike; it is to do the works of Christ. Some fail on
one point, some on another. Some are naturally impatient. Satan understands their weakness, and
manages to overcome them again and again. But let none be discouraged by this. Whenever little
annoyances and trials arise, ask God in silent prayer to give you strength and grace to bear them
patiently. There is a power in silence; do not speak a word until you have sent up your petition to



the God of heaven. If you will always do this, you will soon overcome your hasty temper, and
you will have a little heaven here to go to heaven in.

God wants his people to cleanse their hands and purify their hearts. Will it make them unhappy to
do this? Will it bring unhappiness into their families if they are kind and patient, courteous and
forbearing?—Far from it. The kindness they manifest toward their families will be reflected upon
themselves. This is the work that should be carried forward in the home. If the members of a
family are not prepared to dwell in peace here, they are not prepared to dwell in the family that
shall gather around the great white throne. Sin always brings darkness and bondage; but right-
doing will bring peace and holy joy.

The work of overcoming is a great work. Shall we take hold of it with energy and perseverance?
Unless we do, our “filthy garments” will not be taken from us. We need never expect that these
will be torn from us violently; we must first show a desire to rid ourselves of them. We must seek
to separate sin from us, relying upon the merits of the blood of Christ; and then in the day of
affliction, when the enemy presses us, we shall walk among the angels. They will be like a wall
of fire about us; and we shall one day walk with them in the city of God.

When tempted to sin, let us remember that Jesus is pleading for us in the heavenly sanctuary.
When we put away our sins and come to him in faith, he takes our names on his lips, and presents
them to his Father, saying, “I have graven them upon the palms of my hands; I know them by
name.” And the command goes forth to the angels to protect them. Then in the day of fierce trial
he will say, “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” What are the chambers in
which they are to hide?—They are the protection of Christ and holy angels. The people of God
are not at this time all in one place. They are in different companies, and in all parts of the earth;
and they will be tried singly, not in groups. Every one must stand the test for himself.

There has never been a time when the people of God have had greater need to claim his promises
than now. Let the hand of faith pass through the darkness, and grasp the arm of infinite power.
While we speak of the necessity of separating from sin, remember that Christ came to our world
to save sinners, and that “he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him.” It is our privilege to believe that his blood is able to cleanse us from every spot and stain of
sin. We must not limit the power of the Holy One of Israel. He wants us to come to him just as
we are, sinful and polluted. His blood is efficacious. | entreat you not to grieve his Spirit by
continuing in sin. If you fall under temptation, do not become discouraged. This promise comes

ringing down along the line to our time: “If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,



Jesus Christ the righteous.” I feel that for this one promise a continual song of thanksgiving ought
to go forth from the lips of mortals. Let us gather up these precious jewels of promise, and when
Satan accuses us of our great sinfulness, and tempts us to doubt the power of God to save, let us

repeat the words of Christ, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”

Not Found!

[Sermon at Lansing, Mich., September 5, 1891.] RH March 22, 1892

By Mrs. E. G. White RH March 22, 1892

“He showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: and, being assembled together
with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come
together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power.”RH March 22, 1892, par. 1

The disciples were anxious to know the exact time for the revelation of the kingdom of God; but
Jesus tells them that they may not know the times and the seasons; for the Father has not revealed
them. To understand when the kingdom of God should be restored, was not the thing of most
importance for them to know. They were to be found following the Master, praying, waiting,
watching, and working. They were to be representatives to the world of the character of Christ.
That which was essential for a successful Christian experience in the days of the disciples, is
essential in our day. “And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you.” And after the Holy Ghost was come upon them, what were they to do? “And
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth.”RH March 22, 1892, par. 2

This is the work in which we also are to be engaged. Instead of living in expectation of some
special season of excitement, we are wisely to improve present opportunities, doing that which
must be done in order that souls may be saved. Instead of exhausting the powers of our mind in
speculations in regard to the times and seasons which the Lord has placed in his own power, and
withheld from men, we are to yield ourselves to the control of the Holy Spirit, to do present



duties, to give the bread of life, unadulterated with human opinions, to souls who are perishing
for the truth. RH March 22, 1892, par. 3

Satan is ever ready to fill the mind with theories and calculations that will divert men from the
present truth, and disqualify them for the giving of the third angel’s message to the world. It has
ever been thus; for our Saviour often had to speak reprovingly to those who indulged in
speculations and were ever inquiring into those things which the Lord had not revealed. Jesus had
come to earth to impart important truth to men, and he wished to impress their minds with the
necessity of receiving and obeying his precepts and instructions, of doing their present duty, and
his communications were of an order that imparted knowledge for their immediate and daily use.
RH March 22, 1892, par. 4

Jesus said: “This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.” All that was done and said had this one object in view,—to rivet truth in
their minds that they might attain unto everlasting life. Jesus did not come to astonish men with
some great announcement of some special time when some great event would occur, but he came
to instruct and save the lost. He did not come to arouse and gratify curiosity; for he knew that this
would but increase the appetite for the curious and the marvelous. It was his aim to impart
knowledge whereby men might increase in spiritual strength, and advance in the way of
obedience and true holiness. He gave only such instruction as could be appropriated to the needs
of their daily life, only such truth as could be given to others for the same appropriation. He did
not make new revelations to men, but opened to their understanding truths that had long been
obscured or misplaced through the false teaching of the priests and teachers. Jesus replaced the
gems of divine truth in their proper setting, in the order in which they had been given to
patriarchs and prophets. And after giving them this precious instruction, he promised to give them
the Holy Spirit whereby all things that he had said unto them should be brought to their
remembrance. RH March 22, 1892, par. 5

We are in continual danger of getting above the simplicity of the gospel. There is an intense
desire on the part of many to startle the world with something original, that shall lift the people
into a state of spiritual ecstasy, and change the present order of experience. There is certainly
great need of a change in the present order of experience; for the sacredness of present truth is not
realized as it should be, but the change we need is a change of heart, and can only be obtained by
seeking God individually for his blessing, by pleading with him for his power, by fervently
praying that his grace may come upon us, and that our characters may be transformed. This is the
change we need today, and for the attainment of this experience we should exercise persevering
energy and manifest heart-felt earnestness. We should ask with true sincerity, “What shall I do to



be saved?” We should know just what steps we are taking heavenward. RH March 22, 1892, par.
6

Christ gave to his disciples truths whose breadth and depth and value they little appreciated, or
even comprehended, and the same condition exists among the people of God today. We too have
failed to take in the greatness, to perceive the beauty of the truth which God has intrusted to us
today. Should we advance in spiritual knowledge, we would see the truth developing and
expanding in lines of which we have little dreamed, but it will never develop in any line that will
lead us to imagine that we may know the times and the seasons which the Father hath put in his
own power. Again and again have | been warned in regard to time-setting. There will never again
be a message for the people of God that will be based on time. We are not to know the definite
time either for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit or for the coming of Christ. RH March 22, 1892,
par. 7

I was searching through my writings, before coming to this meeting, to see what | should take
with me to Australia, and | found an envelope on which was written, “Testimony given in regard
to time-setting, June 21, 1851. Preserve carefully.” I opened it, and this is what I found. It reads,
“A copy of a vision the Lord gave sister White June 21, 1851, at Camden, N. Y. The Lord
showed me that the message must go, and that it must not be hung on time; for time will never be
a test again. | saw that some were getting a false excitement, arising from preaching time, that the
third angel’s message can stand on its own foundation, and that it needs not time to strengthen it,
and that it will go with mighty power, and do its work, and will be cut short in righteousness. RH
March 22, 1892, par. 8

“I saw some were making everything bend to this next fall; that is, making their calculations, and
disposing of their property in reference to that time. | saw that this was wrong for this reason,
instead of going to God daily, and earnestly desiring to know their present duty, they looked
ahead, and made their calculations as though they knew that the work would end this fall, without
inquiring their duty of God daily. RH March 22, 1892, par. 9

E. G. White. RH March 22, 1892
“Copied at Milton”,RH March 22, 1892

“June 29, 1851. A. A. G.”"RH March 22, 1892



This was the document | came upon last Monday in searching over my writings, and here is
another which was written in regard to a man who was setting time in 1884, and sending
broadcast his arguments to prove his theories. The report of what he was doing was brought to me
at the Jackson, Mich., camp-meeting, and I told the people they need not take heed to this man’s
theory; for the event he predicted would not take place. The times and the seasons God has put in
his own power, and why has not God given us this knowledge?—Because we would not make a
right use of it if he did. A condition of things would result from this knowledge among our people
that would greatly retard the work of God in preparing a people to stand in the great day that is to
come. We are not to live upon time excitement. We are not to be engrossed with speculations in
regard to the times and the seasons which God has not revealed. Jesus has told his disciples to
“watch,” but not for definite time. His followers are to be in the position of those who are
listening for the orders of their Captain; they are to watch, wait, pray, and work, as they approach
the time for the coming of the Lord; but no one will be able to predict just when that time will
come; for “of that day and hour knoweth no man.” You will not be able to say that he will come
in one, two, or five years, neither are you to put off his coming by stating that it may not be for
ten or twenty years. RH March 22, 1892, par. 10

It is the duty of the people of God to have their lamps trimmed and burning, to be as men that
wait for the Bridegroom, when he shall return from the wedding. You have not a moment to lose
in neglect of the great salvation that has been provided for you. The time of the probation of souls
is coming to an end. From day to day the destiny of men is being sealed, and even from this
congregation we know not how soon many shall close their eyes in death and be habited for the
tomb. We should now consider that our life is swiftly passing away, that we are not safe one
moment unless our life is hid with Christ in God. Our duty is not to be looking forward to some
special time for some special work to be done for us, but to go forward in our work of warning
the world; for we are to be witnesses of Christ to the uttermost parts of the world. All around us
are the young, the impenitent, the unconverted, and what are we doing for them? Parents, in the
ardor of your first love, are you seeking for the conversion of your children, or are you engrossed
with the things of this life to such an extent that you are not making earnest efforts to be laborers
together with God? Do you have an appreciation of the work and mission of the Holy Spirit? Do
you realize that the Holy Spirit is the agency whereby we are to reach the souls of those around
us? When this meeting shall close, will you go from here and forget the earnest appeals that have
been made to you? will the messages of warning be left unheeded, and the truth you have heard
leak out of your heart as water leaks out of a broken vessel? RH March 22, 1892, par. 11



The apostle says, “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast,
and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own
will?”’RH March 22, 1892, par. 12

The third angel’s message is swelling into a loud cry, and you must not feel at liberty to neglect
the present duty, and still entertain the idea that at some future time you will be the recipients of
great blessing, when without any effort on your part a wonderful revival will take place. Today
you are to give yourselves to God, that he may make of you vessels unto honor, and meet for his
service. Today you are to give yourself to God, that you may be emptied of self, emptied of envy,
jealousy, evil-surmising, strife, everything that shall be dishonoring to God. Today you are to
have your vessel purified that it may be ready for the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the
latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill every soul that is purified
from every defilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be fitted for
the time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord—fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
RH March 22, 1892, par. 13

The Final, Eternal Seal ....

5T 467-468
5T 469-470
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T™ 234

6T 130
1SM 66

“If any man’s work abide, ... he shall receive a reward.” Glorious will be the reward bestowed
when the faithful workers are gathered about the throne of God and the Lamb. When John in his
mortal state beheld the glory of God, he fell as one dead; he was not able to endure the sight. But
when mortal shall have put on immortality, the ransomed ones are like Jesus, for they see Him as
He is. They stand before the throne, signifying that they are accepted. All their sins are blotted
out, all their transgressions borne away. Now they can look upon the undimmed glory from the
throne of God. They have been partakers with Christ of His sufferings, they have been workers
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together with Him in the plan of redemption, and they are partakers with Him in the joy of
beholding souls saved through their instrumentality to praise God through all eternity. 5T 467.1

sk 5T 467

Chapter 53—Joshua and the Angel

If the veil which separates the visible from the invisible world could be lifted, and the people of
God could behold the great controversy that is going on between Christ and holy angels and
Satan and his evil hosts concerning the redemption of man; if they could understand the
wonderful work of God for the rescue of souls from the bondage of sin, and the constant exercise
of His power for their protection from the malice of the evil one, they would be better prepared to
withstand the devices of Satan. Their minds would be solemnized in view of the vast extent and
importance of the plan of redemption and the greatness of the work before them as colaborers
with Christ. They would be humbled, yet encouraged, knowing that all heaven is interested in
their salvation. 5T 467.2

A most forcible and impressive illustration of the work of Satan and the work of Christ, and the
power of our Mediator

to vanquish the accuser of His people, is given in the prophecy of Zechariah. In holy vision the
prophet beholds Joshua the high priest, “clothed with filthy garments,” standing before the Angel
of the Lord, entreating the mercy of God in behalf of his people who are in deep affliction. Satan
stands at his right hand to resist him. Because Israel had been chosen to preserve the knowledge
of God in the earth, they had been, from their first existence as a nation, the special objects of
Satan’s enmity, and he had determined to cause their destruction. He could do them no harm
while they were obedient to God; therefore he had bent all his power and cunning to enticing
them into sin. Ensnared by his temptations they had transgressed the law of God and thus
separated from the Source of their strength, and had been left to become the prey of their heathen
enemies. They were carried into captivity to Babylon, and there remained for many years. Yet
they were not forsaken of the Lord. His prophets were sent to them with reproofs and warnings.
The people were awakened to see their guilt, they humbled themselves before God, and returned
to Him with true repentance. Then the Lord sent them messages of encouragement, declaring that
He would deliver them from their captivity and restore them to His favor. It was this that Satan
was determined to prevent. A remnant of Israel had already returned to their own land, and Satan
was seeking to move upon the heathen nations, who were his agents, to utterly destroy them. 5T
467.3



As Joshua humbly pleads for the fulfillment of God’s promises, Satan stands up boldly to resist
him. He points to the transgressions of Israel as a reason why that people should not be restored
to the favor of God. He claims them as his prey and demands that they be given into his hands to
be destroyed. 5T 468.1

The high priest cannot defend himself or his people from Satan’s accusations. He does not claim
that Israel are free from fault. In his filthy garments, symbolizing the sins of the people, which he
bears as their representative, he stands before the Angel, confessing their guilt, yet pointing to
their repentance and humiliation, relying upon the mercy of a sin-pardoning Redeemer and in
faith claiming the promises of God. 5T 468.2

Then the Angel, who is Christ Himself, the Saviour of sinners, puts to silence the accuser of His
people, declaring: “The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”” Israel had long remained in the furnace
of affliction. Because of their sins they had been well-nigh consumed in the flame kindled by
Satan and his agents for their destruction, but God had now set His hand to bring them forth. In
their penitence and humiliation the compassionate Saviour will not leave His people to the cruel
power of the heathen. “A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not
quench.”5T 469.1

As the intercession of Joshua is accepted, the command is given, “Take away the filthy garments
from him,” and to Joshua the Angel declares, “Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” “So they set a fair miter upon his head, and
clothed him with garments.” His own sins and those of his people were pardoned. Israel were
clothed with “change of raiment”—the righteousness of Christ imputed to them. The miter placed
upon Joshua’s head was such as was worn by the priests and bore the inscription, “Holiness to the
Lord,” signifying that, notwithstanding his former transgressions, he was now qualified to

minister before God in His sanctuary. 5T 469.2

After thus solemnly investing him with the dignity of the priesthood the Angel declared: “Thus
saith the Lord of hosts; If thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt keep My charge, then thou
shalt also judge My house, and shalt also keep My courts, and | will give thee places to walk
among these that stand by.” He would be honored as the judge or ruler over the temple and all its
services; he should walk among attending angels, even in this life, and should at last join the
glorified throng around the throne of God. 5T 469.3

“Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy



fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, I will bring forth My
servant the Branch.” Here is revealed the hope of Israel. It was by faith in the coming Saviour
that Joshua and his people received pardon. Through faith in Christ they were restored to God’s
favor. By virtue of His merits, if they walked in His ways and kept His statutes, they would be
“men wondered at,” honored as the chosen of heaven among the nations of the earth. Christ was
their hope, their defense, their justification and redemption, as He is the hope of His church
today. 5T 469.4

As Satan accused Joshua and his people, so in all ages he accuses those who are seeking the
mercy and favor of God. In the Revelation he is declared to be the “accuser of our brethren,”
“which accused them before our God day and night.” The controversy is repeated over every soul
that is rescued from the power of evil and whose name is registered in the Lamb’s book of life.
Never is one received from the family of Satan into the family of God without exciting the
determined resistance of the wicked one. Satan’s accusations against those who seek the Lord are
not prompted by displeasure at their sins. He exults in their defective characters. Only through
their transgression of God’s law can he obtain power over them. His accusations arise solely from
his enmity to Christ. Through the plan of salvation, Jesus is breaking Satan’s hold upon the
human family and rescuing souls from his power. All the hatred and malignity of the archrebel is
stirred as he beholds the evidence of Christ’s supremacy, and with fiendish power and cunning he
works to wrest from Him the remnant of the children of men who have accepted His salvation. 5T
470.1

He leads men into skepticism, causing them to lose confidence in God and to separate from His
love; he tempts them to break His law, and then he claims them as his captives and contests the
right of Christ to take them from him. He knows that those who seek God earnestly for pardon
and grace will obtain it; therefore he presents their sins before them to discourage them. He is
constantly seeking occasion against those who are trying to obey God. Even their best and most
acceptable services he seeks to make appear corrupt. By countless devices, the most subtle and
the most cruel, he endeavors to secure their condemnation. Man cannot meet these charges
himself. In his sin-stained garments, confessing his guilt, he stands before God. But Jesus our
Advocate presents an effectual plea in behalf of all who by repentance and faith have committed
the keeping of their souls to Him. He pleads their cause and vanquishes their accuser by the
mighty arguments of Calvary. His perfect obedience to God’s law, even unto the death of the
cross, has given Him all power in heaven and in earth, and He claims of His Father mercy and
reconciliation for guilty man. To the accuser of His people He declares: ““The Lord rebuke thee,

O Satan.’ These are the purchase of My blood, brands plucked from the burning.” Those who rely



upon Him in faith receive the comforting assurance: “Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” All that have put on the robe of Christ’s
righteousness will stand before Him as chosen and faithful and true. Satan has no power to pluck
them out of the hand of Christ. Not one soul that in penitence and faith has claimed His protection
will Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s power. His word is pledged: “Let him take hold of
My strength, that he may make peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.” The promise
given to Joshua is made to all: “If thou wilt keep My charge, ... I will give thee places to walk
among these that stand by.” Angels of God will walk on either side of them, even in this world,
and they will stand at last among the angels that surround the throne of God. 5T 470.2

The fact that the acknowledged people of God are represented as standing before the Lord in
filthy garments should lead to humility and deep searching of heart on the part of all who profess
His name. Those who are indeed purifying their souls by obeying the truth will have a most
humble opinion of themselves. The more closely they view the spotless

character of Christ, the stronger will be their desire to be conformed to His image, and the less
will they see of purity or holiness in themselves. But while we should realize our sinful condition,
we are to rely upon Christ as our righteousness, our sanctification, and our redemption. We
cannot answer the charges of Satan against us. Christ alone can make an effectual plea in our
behalf. He is able to silence the accuser with arguments founded not upon our merits, but on His
own. 5T 471.1

Yet we should never be content with a sinful life. It is a thought that should arouse Christians to
greater zeal and earnestness in overcoming evil, that every defect in character, every point in
which they fail to meet the divine standard, is an open door by which Satan can enter to tempt
and destroy them; and, furthermore, that every failure and defect on their part gives occasion to
the tempter and his agents to reproach Christ. We are to exert every energy of the soul in the
work of overcoming, and to look to Jesus for strength to do what we cannot do of ourselves. No
sin can be tolerated in those who shall walk with Christ in white. The filthy garments are to be
removed, and Christ’s robe of righteousness is to be placed upon us. By repentance and faith we
are enabled to render obedience to all the commandments of God, and are found without blame
before Him. Those who shall meet the approval of God are now afflicting their souls, confessing
their sins, and earnestly pleading for pardon through Jesus their Advocate. Their attention is fixed
upon Him, their hopes, their faith, are centered on Him, and when the command is given, “Take
away the filthy garments, and clothe him with change of raiment, and set a fair miter upon his

head,” they are prepared to give Him all the glory of their salvation. 5T 472.1



Zechariah’s vision of Joshua and the Angel applies with peculiar force to the experience of God’s
people in the closing up of the great day of atonement. The remnant church will be brought into
great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus will feel
the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as his subjects, he has gained control
of the apostate churches; but here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he could
blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to
destroy Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the
people of God. All will be required to render obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine
law. Those who will be true to God and to duty will be menaced, denounced, and proscribed.
They will “be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends.” 5T 472.2

Their only hope is in the mercy of God; their only defense will be prayer. As Joshua was pleading
before the Angel, so the remnant church, with brokenness of heart and earnest faith, will plead for
pardon and deliverance through Jesus their Advocate. They are fully conscious of the sinfulness
of their lives, they see their weakness and unworthiness, and as they look upon themselves they
are ready to despair. The tempter stands by to accuse them, as he stood by to resist Joshua. He
points to their filthy garments, their defective characters. He presents their weakness and folly,
their sins of ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Redeemer. He
endeavors to affright the soul with the thought that their case is hopeless, that the stain of their
defilement will never be washed away. He hopes to so destroy their faith that they will yield to
his temptations, turn from their allegiance to God, and receive the mark of the beast. 5T 473.1

Satan urges before God his accusations against them, declaring that they have by their sins
forfeited the divine protection, and claiming the right to destroy them as transgressors. He
pronounces them just as deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor of God. “Are these,” he
says, “the people who are to take my place in heaven and the place of the angels who united with
me? While they profess to obey the law of God, have they kept its precepts? Have they not been
lovers of self more than of God? Have they not placed their own interests above His service?
Have they not loved the things of the world? Look at the sins which

have marked their lives. Behold their selfishness, their malice, their hatred toward one
another.”5T 473.2

The people of God have been in many respects very faulty. Satan has an accurate knowledge of
the sins which he has tempted them to commit, and he presents these in the most exaggerated
light, declaring: “Will God banish me and my angels from His presence, and yet reward those

who have been guilty of the same sins? Thou canst not do this, O Lord, in justice. Thy throne will



not stand in righteousness and judgment. Justice demands that sentence be pronounced against
them.”5T 474.1

But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves to the control of
evil. They have put away their sins, and have sought the Lord in humility and contrition, and the
divine Advocate pleads in their behalf. He who has been most abused by their ingratitude, who
knows their sin, and also their repentance, declares: “‘The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan.” I gave My

life for these souls. They are graven upon the palms of My hands.”5T 474.2

The assaults of Satan are strong, his delusions are terrible; but the Lord’s eye is upon His people.
Their affliction is great, the flames of the furnace seem about to consume them; but Jesus will
bring them forth as gold tried in the fire. Their earthliness must be removed that the image of
Christ may be perfectly reflected; unbelief must be overcome; faith, hope, and patience are to be
developed. 5T 474.3

The people of God are sighing and crying for the abominations done in the land. With tears they
warn the wicked of their danger in trampling upon the divine law, and with unutterable sorrow
they humble themselves before the Lord on account of their own transgressions. The wicked
mock their sorrow, ridicule their solemn appeals, and sneer at what they term their weakness. But
the anguish and humiliation of God’s people is unmistakable evidence that they are regaining the
strength and nobility of character lost in consequence of sin. It is because they are drawing nearer
to Christ, and their eyes are fixed upon His perfect purity, that they so clearly discern the
exceeding sinfulness of sin. Their contrition and self-abasement are infinitely more acceptable in
the sight of God than is the self-sufficient, haughty spirit of those who see no cause to lament,
who scorn the humility of Christ, and who claim perfection while transgressing God’s holy law.
Meekness and lowliness of heart are the conditions for strength and victory. The crown of glory
awaits those who bow at the foot of the cross. Blessed are these mourners, for they shall be
comforted. 5T 474.4

The faithful, praying ones are, as it were, shut in with God. They themselves know not how
securely they are shielded. Urged on by Satan, the rulers of this world are seeking to destroy
them; but could their eyes be opened, as were the eyes of Elisha’s servant at Dothan, they would
see the angels of God encamped about them, by their brightness and glory holding in check the
hosts of darkness. 5T 475.1

As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is

given, “Take away the filthy garments” from them, and the encouraging words are spoken,



“Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of
raiment.” The spotless robe of Christ’s righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet
faithful children of God. The despised remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be
defiled by the corruptions of the world. Their names are retained in the Lamb’s book of life,
enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have resisted the wiles of the deceiver; they have not
been turned from their loyalty by the dragon’s roar. Now they are eternally secure from the
tempter’s devices. Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin. And the remnant are not only
pardoned and accepted, but honored. “A fair miter” is set upon their heads. They are to be as
kings and priests unto God. While Satan was urging his accusations and seeking to destroy this
company, holy angels, unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the seal of the living
God. These are they that stand upon Mount Zion with the Lamb, having the Father’s name
written in

their foreheads. They sing the new song before the throne, that song which no man can learn save
the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. “These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being
the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are
without fault before the throne of God.”5T 475.2

Now is reached the complete fulfillment of those words of the Angel: “Hear now, O Joshua the
high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at: for, behold, |
will bring forth My servant the Branch.” Christ is revealed as the Redeemer and Deliverer of His
people. Now indeed are the remnant “men wondered at,” as the tears and humiliation of their
pilgrimage give place to joy and honor in the presence of God and the Lamb. “In that day shall
the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and
comely for them that are escaped of Israel. And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion,
and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even everyone that is written among the

living in Jerusalem.”5T 476.1

The Lord is coming in power and great glory. It will then be His work to make a complete
separation between the righteous and the wicked. But the oil cannot then be transferred to the
vessels of those who have it not. Then shall be fulfilled the words of Christ: “Two women shall
be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two men shall be in the field; the
one shall be taken, and the other left.” The righteous and the wicked are to be associated together
in the work of life. But the Lord reads the character; He discerns who are obedient children, who
respect and love His commandments. TM 234.1



The Tares and the Wheat

The looker-on may discern no difference; but there is One who said that the tares were not to be
plucked up by human hands lest the wheat be rooted up also. Let both grow together until the
harvest. Then the Lord sends forth His reapers to gather out the tares and bind them in bundles to
burn, while the wheat is gathered into the heavenly garner. The time of the judgment is a most
solemn period, when the Lord gathers His own from among the tares. Those who have been
members of the same family are separated. A mark is placed upon the righteous. “They shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up My jewels; and | will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him.” Those who have been obedient to God’s
commandments will unite with the company of the saints in light; they shall enter in through the
gates into the city, and have right to the tree of life. The one shall be taken. His name shall stand
in the book of life, while those with whom he associated shall have the mark of eternal separation
from God. TM 234.2

Then let no more time be lost in dwelling on the many things which are not essential and which
have no bearing upon the present necessities of God’s people. Let no more time be lost in
exalting men who know not the truth, “for the time is at hand.” There is no time now to fill the
mind with theories of what is popularly called “higher education.” The time devoted to that which
does not tend to assimilate the soul to the likeness of Christ is so much time lost for eternity. This
we cannot afford, for every moment is freighted with eternal interests. Now, when the great work
of judging the living is about to begin, shall we allow unsanctified ambition to take possession of
the heart and lead us to neglect the education required to meet the needs in this day of peril? 6T
130.1

In every case the great decision is to be made whether we shall receive the mark of the beast or
his image, or the seal of the living God. And now, when we are on the borders of the eternal
world, what can be of so much value to us as to be found loyal and true to the God of heaven?
What is there that we should prize above His truth and His law? What education can be given

to the students in our schools that is so necessary as a knowledge of “What saith the Scriptures?”
6T 130.2

The Seal of God

Another “suppression” reads as follows: “Well, bless the Lord, brethren and sisters, it is an extra

meeting for those that have the seal of the living God.”1SM 66.1



There is nothing in this that we do not still hold. Reference to our published works will show our
belief that the living righteous will receive the seal of God prior to the close of probation; also
that these will enjoy special honors in the kingdom of God. 1SM 66.2

Renouncing the Sabbath

The following passage is said to be omitted from the vision related on pages 25-28 [pages 32-35,
present edition] of Early Writings: 1SM 66.3

“And if one believed, and kept the Sabbath, and received the blessing attending it, and then gave
it up, and broke the holy commandment, they would shut the gates of the Holy City against

themselves, as sure as there was a God that rules in heaven above.”1SM 66.4

Those who have clearly seen and fully accepted the truth upon the fourth commandment, and
have received the blessing attending obedience, but have since renounced their faith, and dared to
violate the law of God, will find, if they persist in this path of disobedience, the gates of the city
of God closed against them. 1SM 66.5

“Time Nearly Finished”

A statement published in 1851 in Experience and Views, and found on page 49 [page 58, present
edition] of Early Writings is quoted as proving my testimonies false: “I saw that the time for
Jesus to be in the most holy place was nearly finished, and that time can last but a very little
longer.” 1SM 66.6

The Final, Eternal Seal ...

7BC 976
EW 36
EW 37
EW 38
LS 116
LS 117
LS 118-119
EW 279
EW 280
Eph. 5:27
MYP 144

14. Preparing for the Image of the Beast—Already preparations are advancing, and movements
are in progress, which will result in making an image to the beast. Events will be brought about in
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the earth’s history that will fulfill the predictions of prophecy for these last days (The Review and
Herald, April 23, 1889). 7BC 976.1

14-17 (Revelation 14:9-12). Tested by the Image—The Lord has shown me clearly that the image
of the beast will be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of
God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided.... [Revelation 13:11-17 quoted.] ... 7BC
976.2

This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who proved their
loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under
the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who yield
the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast
(Letter 11, 1890). 7BC 976.3

Apostasy and National Ruin—When the Protestant churches shall unite with the secular power to
sustain a false religion, for opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest persecution; when
the state shall use its power to enforce the decrees and sustain the institutions of the church—then
will Protestant America have formed an image to the papacy, and there will be a national
apostasy which will end only in national ruin (The Signs of the Times, March 22, 1910). 7BC
976.4

The Mark of Apostasy and God’s Patience—There are many who have never had the light. They
are deceived by their teachers, and they have not received the mark of the beast. The Lord is
working with them; He has not left them to their own ways. Until they shall be convicted of the
truth and trample upon the evidence given to enlighten them, the Lord will not withdraw His
grace from them (Letter 7, 1895). 7BC 976.5

15-17 (see EGW comment on 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4). Perfecting the Device of Satan—When the
legislature frames laws which exalt the first day of the week, and put it in the place of the seventh
day, the device of Satan will be perfected (The Review and Herald, April 15, 1890). 7BC 976.6

16, 17 (Daniel 3:1-18; see EGW comment on 1 John 2:18). History Will Be Repeated—History
will be repeated. False religion will be exalted. The first day of the week, a common working day,
possessing no sanctity whatever, will be set up as was the image at Babylon. All nations and
tongues and peoples will be commanded to worship this spurious sabbath. This is Satan’s plan to
make of no account the day instituted by God, and given to the world as a memorial of creation.
7BC 976.7
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The decree enforcing the worship of this day is to go forth to all the world. In a limited degree, it
has already gone forth. In several places the civil power is speaking with the voice of a dragon,
just as the heathen king spoke to the Hebrew captives. 7BC 976.8

Trial and persecution will come to all who, in obedience to the Word of God, refuse to worship
this false sabbath. Force is the last resort of every false religion. At first it tries attraction, as the
king of Babylon tried the power of music and outward show. If these attractions, invented by men
inspired by Satan, failed to make men worship the image, the hungry flames of the furnace were
ready to consume them. So it will be now. The papacy has exercised her power to compel men to
obey her, and she will continue to do so. We need the same spirit that was manifested by God’s
servants in the conflict with paganism (The Signs of the Times, May 6, 1897). 7BC 976.9

(Revelation 14:9-12.) Men in Authority to Hear—God is going to bring around a condition of
things where the good men and the men in authority will have an opportunity to know what is
truth indeed. And because a people will not bow the knee to the image, and receive the mark of
the beast in the hand or the forehead, but will stand to the truth because it is truth, there will be
oppression, and an attempt to compel the conscience; but those who have known the truth will be
afraid to yield to the powers of darkness. God has a people who will not receive the mark of the
beast in their right hand or in their forehead.... 7BC 976.10

The Great Antitypical Day of Atonement

The Sanctuary Cleansed, Justified, Restored, Vindicated

The Mystery of God is Finished — Christ in You
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Satan is completely Unmasked, Defeated, Condemned

God is Judged and is Completely Vindicated - Justified

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW

“The Image of the Beast”, “The Mark of the Beast”, “Babylon is Fallen”

Rev. 13:11-17; Rev. 14:8-12

Revelation 13:11-17King James Version (KJV) 11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth;
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first
beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose
deadly wound was healed. 13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven
on the earth in the sight of men, 14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that
they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 15 And he had
power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that
as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. 16 And he causeth all, both small
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And
that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his

name.

Revelation 14:8-12King James Version (KJV) 8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication. 9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast
and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 12 Here is the patience of

the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
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8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made

all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

The increasing Sunday Law Agitation, Legislation and Enforcement

The Focal Point of the Ages

Four Phases of the National Sunday Law

A Universal Sunday Law

THE CLOSE OF PROBATION

The Final Eternal Seal of God

The Seal of God OR the Mark of the Beast

The Death Decree

The Universal Death Decree

The Seven Last Plagues

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

NOTES


http://amazingtruths.org/the-national-sunday-law/

http://amazingtruths.org/the-closing-events-chart/

http://hayward.clclib.tripod.com/


http://amazingtruths.org/the-closing-events-chart/

