	Dysgraphia 
Helpful Information for the Secondary Level Student

	Websites With Information Regarding Dysgraphia:
	· General Info. Regarding Dysgraphia:

    http://www.as.wvu.edu/~scidis/dysgraphia.html
· National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD):

    http://www.ncld.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=468
· The International Dyslexia Association:

    http://www.ldanh.org/docs/factsheets4.27.04/dysgraphia.pdf

	Websites For Helpful Technology:


	· ndxCards
    http://www.ndxcards.com/
· NoteScribe

    http://www.notescribe.net/

· Inspiration 8 Software

    http://www.inspiration.com/productinfo/inspiration/index.cfm

· Microsoft Office OneNote 2007

    http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/onenote/HA101672671033.aspx



	Related Websites For Remediation:


	· Handwriting Without Tears Website:

    http://www.hwtears.com/


	Related Research Regarding Class Notes
	· The Easy Script Program
    http://www.easyscript.com/uses/school_note_taking.asp

	Information from Margaret J. Kay, Ed. D.: 

Her website:     http://www.margaretkay.com/Dysgraphia.htm

[Margaret J. Kay, Ed.D., has been evaluating and serving the needs 

of dysgraphic children and adults for over 28 years.  She lives in Lancaster, PA.]
Remediation strategies for early elementary age children with written language problems include writing readiness exercises, instruction and practice using appropriate pencil grip, formation of symbol skills, practice to increase fluency, and direct instruction to improve writing organization.
Writing studies indicate that students with learning disabilities benefit most from instruction that emphasizes writing as a process (Graham & Harris, 1989; Morrocco & Newman, 1986). This instructional model emphasizes the communicative purpose of writing by creating a social context in which students write for real audiences with real purposes. Secondly, it is based on the view of composing as a problem solving process involving planning, drafting, revision, and editing.
At the upper elementary level it is often important to begin introducing bypass strategies for the dysgraphic student. Examples include shortening assignments, increasing performance time, grading first on the content of the work and then on the quality, avoiding negative reinforcement, using oral exams and allowing oral presentations from the student, and giving tests in untimed conditions.

Bypass strategies utilizing computers and other assistive devices are also helpful for students with written language disorders.
Written language is the ultimate, most complex method of expression. It involves infinitely complex multiple brain mechanisms, highly synchronized processing and has multiple sources and locations for disruption of activity. 

There is a need for accurate diagnosis of written language problems, realistic remedial strategies and realistic expectations for the learner. A combination of accurate diagnosis, remediation using direct instruction techniques, and the use of bypass strategies and assistive technology can be useful in supporting the needs of the learner with written language deficits.
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