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GFWC Ohio Delegation from L to R front row seated: GFWC Treasurer Debbie Strahanoski; GFWC President -elect Babs Con-
don; Great Lakes President Linda Clark; GFWC International President Mary Ellen Laister; GFWC Ohio President Corky

Nosek; GFWC Director of Junior Clubs Becky Weber. Standing are the GFWC Ohio members that attended the conference in
Indianapolis.

Gol d Star Motherdos Pilg
at Memorial Forest & Shrine

The annual pilgrimage was held on Sunday, September

29, 2013. More than 43 members of the Ohio Federation

o f Womends Clubs traveled to M
our fallen Ohio military personnel.

This year GFWC Ohio dedicated three benches, with
three more to be dedicated in 2014.

See page 10 for more pictures.
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Message from the President

(@

OCREATI NG OUR LASTI N¢
WHERE WEGVE BEEN, WHERE WE

The Gener al Federation of Womends Clubs relatesiour foupdi‘ sto
GFWC had its inception in 1868, when Jane Cunningham Croly, a professional journalist who ‘

wrote under the name Jennie June, was denied entrance to an all -male press club reception honor- CORKY NOSEK

ing novelist Charles Dickens. Because she was a woman, Croly was unable to gain entrance to 2012-2014

that dinner, and in turn, she formed a club for SFWC/OFWC Eresident me d

In 1890 Croly invited womendés clubs from around the country to a
Convention, from April 23 -2 5, the General Federation of Wo me n 6 snam@ that thesGFW& s f o r 1
presents the Jennie Award for outstanding clubwomen, and also the Jane Cunningham Croly prize for professional journalism.

This year the prize was awarded to CNN correspondent Jessica Ravitzfor 0 Savi ngo.Aesha

The early years saw GFWC support a resolution against child labor, support the juvenile court law which became a model for al |
forthcoming juvenile court laws, spearhead a letter campaign which was essential to the passage of the pure food and drug act

In 1901, the 56 t congress of the United States chartered the GFWC and designated that the Federation be headquartered in
Washington, DC. We found our headquarters at 1734 N Street with the help of an N Street neighbor and New York State

GFWC clubwoman. As GFWC President -Elect Babs Condon mentioned in a speech several years ago, it was Eleanor Roosevelt

in 1922 who told GFWC officers about an available building just
that became our International Headquarters!

From the | ate 180006s through the 206s, the womenf6s suffrage mov
who turned their attentions also to the childrends bureau, mat e
over 75% of this nationds | ibraries. In subsequent years GFWC
one (431) planes, participated in the conference to form the United Nations, led campaigns to promote street lights, mandator y
seat belts and the white reflective lines in the middle of roads and highways, all resulting in safer communities and roadway S

continuing to this day!

We were instrumental in the formation of the National Park Syst.
ported the passage of the Violence Against Women Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Medical Leave Act and legisla-
tion supporting handgun safety.

Most recently we have donated over $14 million dollars to libraries across the nation, have purchased a fully equipped emer-
gency ambulance for the FDNY after 9/11, and have adopted Domestic Violence Awareness and Prevention as the GFWC Signa-
ture Project.

Every club in every state works tirelessly in their communities to aid the poor, the undernourished, the uneducated, the vict ims
of violence, as advocates for children, the disabled, the sick and the homeless. We do it one member at a time, one club at a
ti me, one community at a ti me, one state at a ti me. But éé.the

gether to be bigger than just one member é.bigger than just one ¢
the 2013 GFWC Convention proved just that!

A few years ago | wrote a Buckeye article that talked about our
wr ot e, OMy own c¢club was organized and federated in 1954. thles  wi
intentions of our c¢clubsd founders for the future of each deraub.
tion and Gener al Federation of Womends Clubs? And how do have i n
21st century? Our two Federations provide us with a myriad of resources, grants, scholarships, networks, inspirations and sup-

port for our local community projects and programs. As the women who were the founders of each of our local clubs clearly re c-

ognized, it was their intention to be a part of something larger and more encompassing than their individual organization, re al-

izing that Federation affiliation helps to create a patchwork of ideas, support, purpose and unbelievable strength. Joined t o-

gether, their (and our) clubs become an amazing array of strength, durability, identity, history and intent of purpose. The fu-

ture of our clubs has been entrusted to us, the members of today, and we are mindful that our clubs were founded and federate d

with the intention of being a part of an amazingly complete entity. What was passed on to us, we will, in turn, pass on to those

who follow us, ever mindful that we take our | egacy from the pas
Once again, | am so proud of each of you for working in your community for children, for women, for peace, for health, for ed uca-

tion, for culture and for every other important project that you support. It is an honor for me to work alongside each of

youé. .together we share a wonderful hi story, we continue to mak
just ourselves. Thank you for your minutes, your hours and the

cated volunteerism becomes a part of the GFWC and GFWC Ohio legacy that you create for the future!

(continued on page 5)

Page 2



THE BUCKEYE Magazine - Winter 2013 -2014

0OGratitude makes sensje of our
brings peace for today and creates a
vision for t onwldlyBeate . O

Dear Dedicated Junior Club Women and Juniorettedos,

(Reprint from 2013 Fall Conference Tour)

Our rich Ohio Federation history began in Springfield, Ohio on October 24, 1894 when Clementine

Berry Buchwalter made her own mark in Ohio history by assembling Ohio club women. They came LINDA CRISH
from all sections of the state. They were women who were prominent in literary circles, and who, as 2012-2014
|l eader s, | ater became a galaxy of bright stars JEEICEGRINTNINTCEES S k
meeting, the birth of the Ohio Federation of Womenos al |

dents.

Now, you might wonder what the importance is to this statement but in this group of founding women was a Mrs. Cornelius
Selover of Cleveland, OFWC President 1922 -1924. Her greatest contribution to the Ohio Federation was the immeasurable ser-
vice of Junior membership.

A total of 53 Junior clubs are recorded in our history in 1926 with an enroliment of approximately 1000 members.

During GFWC6s Golden Jubilee in 1941, Mr s . James C. Bryant, of C
Mark Higginson of Youngstown, was Miss Ohio. The gavel that the Ohio Juniors still use today was presented to the Juniors on

behalf of Mrs. Bryant. The gavel was made from the wood of the home of President McKinley, and as strange things weave

their way through life, it was William McKinley who signed the charter of the GFWC, the last bill he signed before he was as-

sassinated.

The role of women in our society has changed since 1890. Today?d
for their families, work full time jobs and survive in tbins fast
their daily lives, they still manage to be ready and willing to lead and volunteer. You are an inspiration not only to me bu tto

members of your community that have felt your presence with your kindness.

In these last years, you have seen progress and education, challenges and reality. This experience has embedded Federation

deeply in all of our hearts. But it is also in that eduaation o
strong as all of us togetherdé that has made our clubs desdge ned t
that was written in 1916 still conveys the thoughts of t heomwomen
plish something, Not merely to exist.o

**Housekeeping, thoughts and a few new ideas**

We have an up and coming project that will be completed during our April convention 2014. We were challenged by our sister

states at the Great Lakes Region Conference, Emergency Pediatric bags . This is a wonderful project that was started by the
Wisconsin Federation and continued to lllinois. The bags can be purchased filled with child sized instruments and medicines or
empty. Many ambulances only have adult sized items, imagine a small child terrified of not only being transported in the am-

bulance but having an oxygen mask that is made for an adult! Clubs can work with their local EMS and add a pediatric bag to

their units; what a wonderful way to help our communities. Please contact me for pricing and ordering information. Now, for

the contest rules, | have purchased an empty bag that will be raffled at Convention 2014. For each bag that a club (General

and Junior clubs) purchase and report on the 2013 reporting pages, they will receive a ticket for a drawing to win another bag

to be donated to their EMS of choice.

Advocates for Childrends Week has come and gone, | hope that all/l
participating in our GFWC Pillowcase project or another creative club idea! Please remember to report your project.

Try an Easy Online Fundraiser

It Takes Two offers unique and meaningful cards and other paper products all created, manufactured and packaged in the

U.S. Try their online fundraising program which features no minimums, prompt turn -around and free shipping on select items.

Best of al | youdl Il earn 40% from sal es! To |l earn more ah8D0-r ecei
331-9843 or Jill@ItTakesTwo.com . Start shopping today at www.ShopltTakesTwo.com .

My wish for all of you is a very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. What a difference you all make!
Remember to keep a song in your heatrt,

Linda
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