How would Christ have disciplined my child?

Biblical Examples of Behavior Management:  A Baker’s Dozen of Strategies

1. God is merciful toward us. 

We should extend mercy.

2. God looks at the heart - especially a changed, repentant heart. 

We should look at the student's heart.

3. Jesus met the spiritual needs of people.  
We should pray for discernment to know the spiritual needs of our students (e. g., some need to receive Jesus as their Savior, others need to acknowledge the idols/treasures of their heart which are the root of wrong behavior).  
Then, we should help our students see their own spiritual needs (to accept Jesus as their Savior, to identify the treasures of their heart which have become idols, to repent from sin).

4. Jesus responded differently to each person. 

We should individualize our approach to students.

5. God sometimes puts people in a place where they can think about their ways - like Jonah (one huge time-out seat!).  
At times students need to be removed to think about their behavior (also known as 'time out').

6. God rewards those who walk according to His ways.  

We should reward students who choose to walk according to God's ways (know also as behavior modification).

7. God provided Christ to be an example for us.  
We should show students what we mean by proper behavior (known also as good modeling).

8. God is a merciful Father.  
There are times when we should extend mercy to a student.

9. God is slow to anger.  
We should ask God to help us be slow to anger.

10. There is a point at which God gives us over to our sin.  

There is a point when students need to suffer the logical consequences of their actions (similar to an approach known as 'reality therapy'). 

11.  In his Word, God clearly explains how we should behave.  

We should be clear in what we expect of our students (a cognitive approach is used to convey expectations about behavior in observable and measurable terms).

12.  God helps structure our lives for success (telling us to pray, "Lead me not into temptation…", telling us not to be unequally yoked with nonbelievers, etc.).  

Likewise, we should do all we can to prevent wrong behavior by structure the educational environment for success (e. g., prayerfully arranging seating of students, keeping students occupied rather than allowing idle times)

13.  There are times God punishes those who refuse to repent.

